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TO THE 





PRESIDENT AND FELLOWS 


OF THE 


COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS, 
X 0 N D 0 N, 


Gentlemen, 

H E former editions of this tracl, which has been fo 


well received by the public, were, with propriety, de- 
dicated to that Profeffor under whofe tuition I applied my- 
felf to the ftudyof medicine — Dr. Charles C-ollignon, Pro- 
fefl'or of Anatomy in the Univerfity of Cambridge. Pie has 
finifhed his courfe of ledtures on the theatre of life, and left 
his pupils to improve i/om his labours and example. 

Eager to applaud wherever I find an opportunity, I can* 
not, in prefenting the public with a new and enlarged edi- 
tion, omit acknowledging the politenefs which I have ex- 
perienced from many members of the College, and the par- 
ticular marks of refpect fhewn to me by thole, with whom 
I have the happinefs of being perfonally intimate. At the 
fame time, however, I think myfelf perfectly free to cenfure 
thofe whofe public condutl appears to defcrve it. 
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By a continual (ludy for the improvement of my medi- 
cines, and a diligent attention to the cafes of thofe patients 
who have thought proper to confult me, I have endea- 
voured to contribute my fhare towards refcuing the propri- 
etors of public noftrums from that odiimi under which they 
have the misfortune to labour; and I recommend all 'regu- 
lar praftitioners to aft equally as confcientious. 

The difcoverers or proprietors of public medicires, 
whether they poflefs any real knowledge of phyfic or not, 
have been branded with the name of Quacks-, but it is 
feared, that the greatcjl quacks will be found ainongft the 
regular-bred praftitioners, who are fuppofcd to be acquainted 
with the generality of difeafes as well as with their parti- 
cular remedies : — for the proprietor of a public medicine 
adminifters bis remedy only in one or a few particular com- 
plaints, for which it is deemed a lpecific; and was He to 
recommend the fame mode of treatment to a patient af- 
flifted with a pleurify , as he did to a hypochondriac , He would 
juftly be held in the greateft derifion; but a regular prac- 
titioner has full liberty, like Dr. Sangrado, to think bleeding 
and warm water univerfal remedies ! Without incurring 
the cenfure of ignorance, the Balfam of Capivi may, by Him 
be confidered as the grand panacea, and the dry vomit as a 
fpecific in all cafes. I have now by me a prefcription ge- 
nerally given by a late celebrated popular phyfician : In one 
inftance within my own knowledge, it was prefcribcd to a 
delicate young lady about fixteen, for an obftruftion pecu- 
liar to her age ; and in another, to a llout middle-aged man, 
in a cafe not txaftly ftmilar ; and I now know a practitioner, 
* who 
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V/ho ■ . die effects of any new drug which comes into fa~ 
Jhion } - adminiltering it in all cafes indifcriminately, until 
his enquiries generally terminate in a conclufion, that it 
poiTeffes no virtue at all. 

The regular pra&itioner has one advantage, however, 
which the quack can never attain to ; which is, that if a pa- 
tient dies whilft taking a medicine from the latter, it is the 
medicine which kills him , and the proprietor is never for- 
given; but amongft the ten thoufand times ten thoufand 
which die fccundem artem , it only happens that the phyfician 
has mijlakcn the cafe , or he was called in too late. Therefore 
we seldom hear of a perfon dying under a quack. 


That univerfal benevolence, and that fpirit of chriftian 
charity, fo ftrongly inculcated by the Divine Author of the 
law of love, which is given unto us in the gofpel of peacci 
ought to be particularly cherifhed by, and confpicuous in, 
thofe whofe office and duty it is to imitate the Firft and 
Great Phyftcian of the Univerfe : HE is no refpedler of per - 
i fans-, but whosoever feareth him and dseth good, is ac- 
cepted of Him, without enquiring whether he is a member 
of the College, or hath ever advertifed a medicine. But 
thofe who fhvuld be his followers, not only ct fliut the gates 
of mercy” on all out of the pale of their own mona/lery , 
but extend their inveteracy to the diftreffed widows and to 
the orphans yet unborn , of any medical man, who hath had 
. the philanthropy to publilh to the world, that he is enabled 
to cure a violent difeafe, when the Dignitaries of his col- 
- lege have been confulted in vain; for in a pamphlet lately 

a 3 put 


V! 


DEDICATION* 


put into my hands, containing Laws of the Society for the 
Relief of Widows and Orphans of Medical Men in London 
audits vicinity , I find the following claufe: « Any mem- 
ber, who fhall publicly advertife any medicine, as a fecrct, 
either as to ingredients or mode of preparation ; or who 
fhall publicly advertife to cure any disease j and who 
fhall not totally difeontinue the faid pradlice — -fball ceafe to 
le a member ” — fo that his widow and children are, by the 
father’s philanthropy, excluded any benefit to be derived 
from this fociety of members of the College. At the head 
of this benevolent inftitution, I fee the following refpefiable 
names: Right Hon. Earl of Leicefter, Sir Jofeph Banks, 
Dr. Warren, Dr. Turton, Dr. Lettfom, Dr. Reynolds^ 
Dr. Pitcairn ! ! ! 

In the early ages of medicine, it fhould feem that phyfi- 
cians confined their practice chiefly to fome particular dif- 
eafe, or to the eftefts of a few particular remedies ; and thefe 
remedies were very Ample, being chiefly feleCted from the 
vegetable kingdom. 

After ages degenerated flrangely from this fimplicity; 
and in procefs of time, inftead of the pure productions of 
our mother earth, we find all kinds ot filth introduced into 
the Materia Medica; infomuch that the phyfician’s pre- 
feriptions might nearly be made up fiom a dunghill or a 
charnel-houfe — and the excrement, of a dove was a bolus 
for a dying patient. 


There 
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There is now, and appears always to have been, a 
fafhion in phyfic, as much as in drefs; and it is moft to be 
lamented, that whilft in fajhion , be a thing ever fo abfurd, 
it will be adopted, but when its reign is over, be it ever fo 
ufeful, it is, in a great meafure, rejected. Hence many 
valuable fimples are funk into difrepute, whilft a variety 
of inftgnificant though laborious compounds are held forth 
as the philofopher , s Jlone. 


Having thus tried Nature in her pure as well as her 
mod: impure ftate, Art was called in as an handmaid or 
mediator: Chemiftry came in fafhion; and by the help of 
an ordeal trial \ the inhabitants of the grave and the refufe 
of a dunghill are purified and tnade white ; whilft, in many 
inftances, even the native robe of innocence, which 
Nature gave to her own children, is torn from them, and 
they are robbed of that virtue, which they did once in* 
herit from their parent. 


I do not mean, however, to condemn ufeful or ex- 
perimental chemiftry : By that we are fupplied with fome 
articles of much confequence in the prefent pra&ice; 
yet by that we are alfo not only deprived of many va- 
luable fimples, but are fupplied with a number of la- 

borious trifles. — Be it, then, the phyfician’s care to dif- 

criminate: Let him attend to the real intereft of his patient! 

Let him, in feledting even from fajhionable drugs, “ refufe 

the evil, and chufe the good,” that the fons of afflifiion 

may rife up to praife him, and the daughters of difeafe call 

down bleflings upon his head. 


Whether 




DEDICATION. 


viii 

Whether the patient’s faith has been the ground of the 
phyfician’s practice, or the praftice of the phyfician that 
of the patient’s faith, I wil! not determine; but certain it 
is, that the faith of one has been in perfect unity with the 
practice of the other; and it appears, that a dying patient 
would have ?. much greater reliance on the effefts of 
a few grains of chemical duft, or a fcruple of bark brought 
from Mexico or Peru, than in all the fimples to be gathered 
in our fields, or in the bark of any tree whicli his own 
country produces. 

Happy nation ! the time of your phyfical vexation is no 
more ! — Your darknefs is difperfing ! This is the dawn- 
ing of that day, when Medicine fhall recover its native 
fimplicity, and the Sun of Medicine Jhall furely arife with 
healing on his wings. The ftudy of botany, and the re- 
•duftion of that ftudy to ufeful purpofes, is now coming 
again into fajhion , and is encouraged by men of learning, 
ability, and integrity. Every day fome new ftar is ap- 
pearing in the botanic himifphere. The various and excel- 
lent works which have been lately and are now publishing, 
tending to facilitate and encourage the ftudy of medical 
botany, are a particular honour to the perfons concerned 
in them, as well as an ornament to the nation. The 
works of Woodeville, Baylis, Hill, Culpepper, and every 
other publication which tends to promote that ufeful 
branch of medical enquiry, cannot be too ftrongly recom- 
mended to the attention of ftudents and young prac- 
titioners in phyftc, and Ton , who have the dire&ion of 

their 
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their ftudies, will, doubtlefs, lead them through thefe 
pleafing themes. 

You, Gentlemen, to whom thefe few pages are ad- 
dreffed. You are the guardians of the public health:— 
You are the difpenfers of happinefs to the ten thoufand 
thoufand children of affliction: Your’s is the pleafing 
ftudy to caufe the mourner to rejoice — to raife him from 
the bed of licknefs ! J Tis Your’s to reftore a hufband 
to die widow, and a parent to the child ! — Like the great 
Elijah, You are made prophets of the Moil High God, 
and enabled to reftore life unto the widow’s fon 1 — Like 
James and John, You are made apoilles of your Great 
Redeemer, and are enabled to fay to the lame man, 
<c Arife, take up thy bed and walk!” — Yea, like that 
Great Redeemer himfeif, You are appointed to bring 
“ peace on earth, goodwill towards man !” — Look well, 
then, to this your folemn charge ! Seek' and fave thofe 
that are loft in the gulph of mifery and difeafe : Follow the 
fteps of your Great Matter : Study the moft eafy, the 
moil fimple, and the moft fafe methods of reftoring them 
from that ftate into which they are fallen ! 

And O, whilft you are thus employed, fuffer me alfo — 
even ME, the humbleft of the healing train, to join with 
you in this heavenly amufement ! Let me alfo join with 
You, in fearching for that tree^ the leaves of which are for 
the healing of the nations ; zvhofe fruit flmild be for meat , 
and whofe leaves for medicine. And whilft we are all 
ftudious, and diligently employed to difeover remedies that 
a 5 will 
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•will counteract the cffefts of difeafe on the body, or re* 
ftore to health a di {tempered frame; let us kindly endea- 
vour to foothe the diforders of the mind, and mitigate the 
furrows of affliction and dillrefs. And when we have 
pointed out to the votary of Pleafure, the precipice on 
which he ftands ; when we have fliewn to the Have of 
Vice, the chains which he is forging for himfelf; when we 
have {hatched the victims of Difeafe, from the deftruCtion 
which his own folly was driving him into — let us further 
endeavour to enchant them with the bright forms of 
Truth and Virtue, and lead them to that fountain, which 
is alone able to cleanfe them from all impurity. 

Such is the physician’s duty! And fuch, I truft 
will be the praflice of all thofe who confcientioufly enter 
into the medical profefiion — whether as a Fellow of the 
College, a Member of the Corporation, or a Freeman of 
the Company ; as well as of all thofe who, unconnected 
with any college, corporation, or company, venture on the 
wide field of phyfic, fupported only by their own endea- 
vours, and the philanthropic exertion of thofe talents 
with which they have been entrufted, and which they have 
been fiudious to improve. 

Equally free to applaud as to cenfure thofe of my own: 
profefllon, whenever 1 find occafion, I cannot clofe this 
addrefs without repeating my teflimony of the liberality 
of many members of the college, who, whilfi they profefs 
their difapprobation of public medicines, (or NoJ/rums as 
they are generally termed) have given fuch a fan&ion to 
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my Vegetable Syrup as to recommend it to their patients. 
—The public, as well as themfelves, will reap the ad- 
vantage of their liberality ; for probably the period is at 
no great di fiance, when the fecret of its preparation will 
be laid open on very liberal terms. The recipe for preparing 
this medicine was obtained by me at a very great ex- 
pence — that of many thoufand pounds. Until that lum is 
in fome reafonable meafure repaid, I cannot compleat my 
defign; but when that is done, it is my intention to divulge 
the fecret for the benefit of the rifing generation, that 
they may know the wonders of the Vegetable kingdom, 
and be thence led to feek for aflifiance in thofe fimple 
remedies which Nature alone will fupply. Till which 
time, I beg to fubfcribe myfelf, 

Gentlemen, 

Your humble Servant, 

JAMES HODSON, 

Hatton-Garden, 

x 794- 
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INTRODUCTION. 

A LTHOU GH the following pages were written 
with an intent to recommend a few fecret prefcrip- 
tions, yet it is prefumed, that there is nothing contained 
therein but what is founded upon Reafon, as well as upon 
that firm bafis of all Medical Knowledge — Praflical Ex- 
perience. 

The exprefs purpofe of this publication being thus ac- 
: knowledged, it fcarcely need be obferved, that it is not in- 
tended fo much for the critical eye of the learned, as fcr 
the inftrudfion of the ignorant, the illiterate, and the 
afflidled. The language is, therefore, adapted to the moft 
fimple capacity, and it is to be hoped will be fufficiently 
underftood by thofe for whom it is chiefly defigned. The 
more learned and exalted reader, however, if afili&ed, may 
receive inftruction therefrom, and confidering its ufefulnefs 
only, will kindly caft the veil of charity over the numerous 
blemifhes, which he may difcover therein. 

The catalogue of public medicines is already fo large, 
that one would fuppofe it almoft impofiible for any thing 
new to be added thereto, did not every day’s experience 
convince us, that the Faculty have not yet arrived to that 

great 
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great degree of perfection in the healing art, as to have 
difcovered remedies for all the complaints and diforders 
incident to the human frame. — A newfpaper is now be- 
come. the chief vehicle for giving information to the af- 
flicted, where they may apply for relief in ficknefs, lame- 
nefs, or any other calamity which may happen to the body; 
and every humane perfon, who is poffeffed of a remedy for 
any particular complaint, thinks it his duty to make known 
to the world, that he will fupply the affli&ed with his re- 
medy at a moderate profit. 

Never, perhaps, was there an age, wherein the preparers 
and venders of medicines were fo numerous as at prefent; 
the prefs daily teems with their productions ; the newfpapers 
are crowded with their lifts of cures; and we are perpe- 
tually hearing of fome grateful perfon, who is fending forth, 
his thanks in print, for having been reftored to health from 
a dangerous difeafc, and miraculoufly refcued from the jaws 
of Death, by fyrups, tinctures, powders, drops, and balfams,. 
prepared by thefe advertifers. Their effays, treatifes, and 
differtations on the various difeafcs incident to mankind, 
have been purchafed with avidity, and read with attention ; 
they have impreffed on the minds of the readers a favour- 
able opinion of the compofitions they recommend ; and, by 
explaining the peculiar eafe with which they may be taken,, 
and the very great probability of their pertorming an effec- 
tual cure, they have eftablifhed an extenfive fale for their 
articles, and are at this time held by many in the higheft 
efteem, as the univerfal difpenfers of health and long life. 


There 
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There is, on the contrary, a number of perfons with 
whom a prejudice againft thefe medicines hath taken root, 
and who exclaim againlt the inventors of them in the mod 
vehement manner, and vilify both them and their medicines 
with names the molt opprobrious and undeferved. And 
why ? — -Merely becaufe they arc advertised. Are their vir- 
tues leflened by this means ? Does an advertifement in a 
public newfpaper render the medicine lefs efficacious or 
valuable? In the eye of reafon it Ihould feem other wife j 
but if the alfertions of our adverfaries may be credited, one 
fingle advertifement fubverts the whole mafs of ingredients, 
deltroys the nature of the compontion, and takes away all » 
its power. 

Yet what is there in a newfpaper that fhould occafion 
this mighty difgrace ? They were at fir ff , indeed, merely 
conveyancers of political information — difclofing the fe- 
crets of minifterial councils, and prefacing to the public a 
future peace or war; but their plan has fince been mate- 
rially altered and improved ; they are now become the ve- 
hicles of general information ; and there is fcarcely any ar- 
ticle in life, of which we ftand in need, but what an adver- 
tifement will more eafily procure than any other means we 
can devife. — People are thoroughly convinced of this ad- 
vantage, and hence it is that advertifements are fo numerous 
in all our newfpapers : They form a conhderable part of 
their contents, and to men of bulinefs are certainly the moft 
valuable. The Merchant, by tnis means, knows the de- 
parture, voyages, and arrivals of his veflels ; the Sportfmaa 
is prefaced ao actyunt of the country races, as alfo 

with 
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with the Tales of horfes and their pedigrees; the Farmer 
fees the ftate of the harveft through the kingdom, and reads 
of the improvements in husbandry; and the Tradefman has 
a variety of information, which at once pleafes and inftrufls 
him. Nor are the Ladies exempt from deriving advan- 
ages from a newfpaper. In that they trace the progrefs of 
fafhion through all its various windings, learn who ap- 
peared the moft brilliant at the ball or in the drawing-room, 
fee when all the places of diverfion open and fhut, are in- 
formed who fells the moft valuable perfumes, and read a 
long lift of births and marriages; whilft the Humane 
Cnriftian, whofe heart melts at the woes of his fellow 
mortals, may find, from reading the newfpapers, an ample 
field for excrcifing that greateft of all chriftian virtues — 
Charity. 

And yet fhall it be reckoned a crime, if the old and feeble 
invalid, whofe infirmities confine him from the bufy world, 
but who is ftill defirous of knowing how affairs go on, and 
therefore reads the News ; fhall it be reckoned a crime, if in 
the fame paper that he reads for amufement, he reads alfo 
how he may be relieved from his affli£Hon ? The propri- 
etors of many medicines have no refource but this. The 
entrance to every other path is fhut againft them; they are, 
therefore, the laft perfons that ftiould be fpoke againft. for 
following this ferviceable method. 

The cures done by the faculty are fuch as muft excite 
the wonder and gratitude of all who have been witnefs to 
them ; but did there yet remain one fingle diforder which 
• they 
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they cannot cure, a medicine calculated to remove fuch 
complaint, and which is abie 10 remove it, is certainly 
dcferving public proteflion and encouragement. 

And does not every day prefent us with the indifputable 
teftimonies of living witneffes, who, but for the relief of 
thefe advertifed medicines, had certainly fallen a facrifice 
to their diforder; or what, perhaps, is ftill worfe, had 
continued miferable objects of di ft refs, unhappy in them- 
felves, and troublefome to their friends. 

How numerous are the accounts which are thus pro- 
duced of perfons being cured by this means ! and how 
fincere a pleafure muft every feeling mind receive from a 
perufal of fuch valuable cures, and from the reflection, 
that we are not deftitute of remedies for our moft danger- 
ous diforders, though given up by the faculty as totally 
incurable ! 

But as moft the noble defigns and beft inftitutions are 
fubjeCt to perverfion, it would be a want of candour in 
defending the mode of advertifing medicines, if we did 
not at the fame time exprefs our juft abhorrence of the 
villainy of thofe impoftors, who make ufe of this method 
to rob the unwary not only of their money, without 
affording relief to them 5 but a great many even of their 
lives. A fubjedl wherein our lives are fo materially con- 
cerned, is too ferious and important to be treated on 
with levity, or with a defign of furthering the private in- 
tereft of any clafs of people j and therefore can be no 
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excufe for him, who to anfwer this felfifh purpofe, would 
endeavour to eftablifh erroneous principles among the 
multitude, and perfuade them to the application of medi* 
cines, which deftroy, inflead of curing them. 

In general, however, thefe kind of impoftors confine 
themfelves to a certain indelicate complaint, which hath 
been fatal to many young perfons of both fexes Unhappy 
objedfs ! borne away by a fondnefs for inordinate pleafurc^ 
or ruined perhaps, by fome deceitful wretch, they are 
infenfibly led on to this practice, and ere they reach the 
meridian of their lives, they fall a prey to an infamous 
difeafe. i he fear of pubhfhing their fituation frequently 
prevents them feeking a timely remedy, and the pcifon in 
the mean while fpreads through all their veins, till at length 
they are reduced to the difagreeable neceffity of fubmitting 
to the moft torturing operations, or of finding into tha 
grave amidft inconceivable agonies. 

Here, furely, is diflrefs fufficicnt to excite our pity; and 
it cannot but be expected that proper encouragement will 
be given to him who can furniih a fimple medicine, which 
may recover thefe miferable fufferers, without expofing 
them to a violent operation, or occauoning the leafl in- 
jury to their conftitution. Such a remedy is recommended 
in the courfe of the following pages.: Its efficacy has bee' 
happily experienced by thoufands, who, from the brim 
of the grave, have been reltored to life and health, an 
from being a burthen to themfelves and the public, havt 
been rendered ufeful and valuable members of fociety. 

And 
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And fuch has been the effect of this remedy on fome of the 
patients, that though before unwilling to have their fitua- 
tion known, they have afterwards readily publifhed their 
cafe, as an inftance of gratitude to the Proprietor, and^as 
a means of pointing out a cure to thofe who {land in need 
of it. 

As the Proprietor of the after-mentioned medicines is 
convinced of their fuperior efficacy in the complaints for 
which they are recommended, by numerous inftances of 
fuccefs, he doubts not of their being properly diftinguifhed 
by a judicious public. By fteady prefeverance in their ufe, 
and implicit obedience to the directions given with each, he 
has every reafon to hope for fuccefs; but even fhould they 
ever be found not to poflefs the defired efficacy, they have 
at leaft this excellent property, that the patient is never left 
in a v/orfe ftate than when he began the ufe of them. — He 
therefore only wifhes for an impartial trial of them ; and 
whoever fhould taken upon himfelf to condemn any medi- 
cine, before he has taken the trouble to enquire how far 
it deferves his cenfure, betrays a mind full of hatred and 
envy, which cannot bear to fee the profperity of another, 
without endeavouring to injure him and deftroy his repu- 
tation. 

But the recommending prooer remedies to thofe already 
afflicted, is not the only intent of thefe pages : One grand 
motive of them is to guard unwary youth from “ the de- 
ccitfulnefs of fin” — to warn them falling into a delufive 
habit, that fafeinates the fenfes, and allures its votaries to 

the 
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the frequent but folitary commiilion of a vice, which 
leaves a gloom upon the mind, a depreffion upon the fpi- 
rits, and a melancholy upon the foul, which, in the end, 
renders life a burthen, and every reafonabie gratification 

and rational faculty of the man, without enjoyment. 

Should a perufal of thefe pages — a ferious reflection upon 
the melancholy cafes infertcd at the end, and an impartial 
view of the dreadful confequcnces which many thoufands 
of young people have brought upon themfelves for the 
want of fuch a friendly guide — fhould this "again be (for 
fuch has already been) the effcCt of this publication — fhould 
it prove the means of leading ignorant, unguarded Youth, 
from the dark precipice of Falfhood and Vice, to the 
bright realms of Truth and Virtue, ineftimable will be 
the fatisfa&ion of the author, and happy, thrice happy 
will it be for the reader. 

As members of fociety, and as well withers to our 
fellow creatures, it is our duty, no doubt, to encourage all 
difeoveries which tend to public utility; and thofe which 
are conducive to the prefervation of our lives and con- 
lbitutions, are certainly ufeful in the higheft degree. — • 
The difagreeable eftefts arifmg from the lofs of health 
are fufficiently numerous, and fpeak for themfelves. — F rom 
the cradle to the grave we are the fubjeCts of difeafe, and 
our lives are a feries of rnifery and pain. 

Hatton-Garden, J. H. 
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O infert all the cafes and cures which Dr. Hodfon 


is in poffeflion of, would alone require fome volumes, 
inftcad of the part only o£ a fmall pamphlet. The few 
which are hereafter fele&ed, are convincing evidences of 
the efficacy of the medicines recommended : Thofe of the 
fourth part particularly point out the various confequences 
which enfue from giving way to imprudent habits and 
fafhionable vices, and thereby tend to guard unwary youth 
from thofe fatal rocks on which thoufands have have been 
unfortunately wrecked. 

Thefe complaints feldom coming within the obfervation 
of gentlemen in the general line of praftice, it is no reflec- 
tion upon their knowledge or judgment to fay, that very 
few of them have an opportunity of that experience which 
is the only folid foundation of Medical Fame ; whilfl Dr. 
Hodfon’s very extenfive prattice and particular attention 
in thefe cafes, enables him to afford that permanent relief ✓ 
to fuch unfortunate patients, as, perhaps, they cannot ex- 
perience under any other phyfician in the kingdom. 

Q : $ - In order that boys, fervants, and all thofe who can- 
not afford a Fee, may not be deprived of proper inflruc- 
tions, Dr. Hodfon may be confulted gratis every Monday , 
that being the only Public Day, appointed for the bene- 
fit of thofe who cannot afford a fee. But as the Do&or’s 
pra&icc is now become fo great and extenfive, and his 
conftant engagements require a confiderable portion of his 
time and attendance, upon a confultation any other day 
than his regular public one, he expetts the ufual compli- 
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ment of One Guinea; but all written cafes, or letters for 
advice, to be anfwered at his leifure, are required to in- 
clofe only Ilalf-a-Guinea. — And in order that he may be 
as un-iverfally ufeful as poffible, to perfons labouring un- 
der any of the dreadful complaints afore-mentioned ; thofe 
whofe circum fiances will not permit them to go through 
a courfe of his Vegetable Syrup or Rcflorative Drops, 
will be fupplied with medicines at an inferior price, 
adapted to their diforders. 

It may be proper, however, to notice, that Dr. Hodfon 
having fome literary purfuits which engage a confiderable 
portion of his time, he finds it necefiary to limit the hours 
when he may be confulted, fo far as to fay that he attends 
at his apartments, No. 24, (removed from No. 29), Hatton 
Garden, on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays only, 
from Eleven o’clock till Four ; but all letters, boxes, and. 
parcels fent at any time to No. 24, will be fafely delivered 
and duly attended to. And as patients from the country 
frequently come from a great diflance, in order to confult 
him, without previous notice, they are hereby informed,, 
that the Month of July i&a time when the Dr. is very, 
feldom in London. 

*** Perfons in ther country who wifh to have any of 
the medicines immediately from the Do£lor, by fending 
the money for any quantity they think proper, (and in 
fmall orders one Shilling more for a box) will have them 
fent by fuch carrier as they fhall appoint. Orders with a 
draft for any fum may be fent by the Poll, and the balance 
will be returned in the box; orders with cafh, may be in- 
clofed in a box or fmall parcel, by any of the coaches, 
diligences, or waggons, and will be duly attended to ;. or 
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money may be paid to any of the Poftmafters in the 
country, who will give a receipt for the fame ; which re- 
ceipt being inclofed to Dr. Hodfon, he can receive the 
money at the General-poft-office in town. 

N. B. It is neceffary to obferve, that the delivery of every 
parcel from the country is attended with an expence of porter- 
age, exclufive of carriage^ and all letters with remittances are 
charged in proportion thereto ; it is therefore particularly to 
be noticed , that in future the pofage of all letters whatever 
are to be paid , and the carriage of all parcels, or a fujficient fum 
inclofed for that purpofe, over and above what is to be returned 
in medicines. But in order to encourage patients to fend to the 
proprietor for them , by which means they will be fure to have 
them genuine, for a remittance of a Five Pound Bank Bill, he 
will return medicines to the value of Five Guineas. 

Dr. Hodfon’s country refidence is at North End, Fulham, 
(a remarkable fine air and healthy fituation, particularly 
for confumptive people) three miles from Hyde Park 
Corner ; and as it is frequently the defire, and in fomc cafes 
abfolutely neceffary, for patients to be under his immediate 
infpettion, they may be fupplied with every accommoda- 
tion of board, apartments, and attendance, in his own 
houfe, on terms from three guineas and half per week to 
twenty guineas, according to the circumllances of their 
cafes, or the nature of their accommodations, either with 
or without the ufe of a carriage. 

Dr. Ilodfon’s Medicines may be obtained every day at 
the following, which are the only appointed places of fale, 
- viz. Mr. Tutt’s, Royal Exchange; Mr. Matthews’s, No. 
» 8, Strand; and Mr. Bacon’s, in Oxford-ftreet, London. 
And in the country, at the places mentioned in the next 
page, viz, 
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Bath — Crutwell 

Biddeford — Handford 

Birmingham — Pcarfoa 

Ditto — Swinney 

Bofton — Worley 

Briftol — Rudhall 

Bury — Gedge 

Ditto — Middleditch 

Cambridge — Hodfon 

Canterbury — Simmons and Co. 

Chelmsford — Clachar and Co. 

Chefter — Poole 

Coventry — Rollafon 

Derby — Pritchard 

Doncafter — Sanderfon 

Edinburgh — Watfon and Co. 

Ely — Harwood 

Exeter — Trewman 

Ditto— Grigg 

Farnham — Cook 

Glafgow — Mennons 

Gloucefter — Raikes 

Grantham — Quanbro’ 

Hafti ngs — Barry 
Hereford — W alker 
Hull — Lee and Co. 
Huntingdon — Jenkinfon 
Ipfwich — Forfter 
Leeds — Wright 
Ditto — Binns 
Lewes — Lee 

Limerick — Watfon and Co. 
Lincoln — Drummond 
Ditto — Brooke 
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Live; pool — Billinge 
Ditto — Phillips 
Loudi — Marfli 
Lynn — Marfhall 
Ditto — Gale 
Maidftone — Blake 
Manchefter — Harrop 
Ditto — Owen 

Ditto — Kirk and Harrifon 
Nevvcaflle — Hall and Elliott 
Ditto — M. Brown 
Newmarket — Baddifon 
Northallerton — Langdale 
Northampton — Marfhall 
Norwich, — Yarrington and Co, 
Ditto — Croufe 
Nottingham — Burbage 
Oxfor — Jackfon 
Peterboro' — Jacob 
Plymouth— Haydon 
Reading — Smart and Co. 
Saffron Walden — Payn 
Salifbury — Collins 
Sheffield — Pierfon 
Sherborne — Goadby and Co*. 
Shrewfbury — W ood 
Spalding — Albin 
Stamford — Newcomb 
T cwkfbury — Dyde 
Upton — Holt 
Whitehaven — Ware 
Wifbech — White 
Worceller — T ymbs 
Y ork — Blanchard, 


NATURE’S ASSISTANT. 


PART I. 


To the afflicted with the Scurvy , Scrophula , Cancers , Dropfy , 
Rheumatifm , Piles, Paralytic Complaints , Injlatnmation of 
the Eyes, Pimpled, Faces, St. Anthony's Fire, Impurities af- 
ter the Small-pox or Meajles , Female Obfruchons or Suppref- 
fons ; and any D if order originating in a Foulnefs of the Blood 
and Juices, or occafioned by an obf ruEled Perfpiration. 

A NCIENT medical writers have been at much trou- 
ble in diftinguifhing the various diforders of the Ikin, 
of which they have made up a very confidcrable catalogue; 
but the denomination of Scurvy hath, in modern times, 
been given to the whole clafs, as well as to all cutaneous 
eruptions whatever; nor is it meant here to attempt the 
diftinftion, as the remedy propofed is applicable to all the 
diforders ranked under that head. 

The Scurvy, in many parts of the world, is confidered 
as an endemic evil, and for above a century was the 
fcourge of Europe. In armies it hath frequently been 
reckoned to dedroy more lives than the i'word ; and 
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where it does not by itfelf rife to fo vifible a calamity, is 
frequently a dreadful addition to the malignity of other 
difeafes. 

Scorbutic complaintswei e for a long feries of years ima- 
gined to be far beyond the power of medicine; and many 
an unhappy mortal has gone through the whole Materia 
Medica for this difordcr, without receiving any real be- 
nefit : Sea-water has been tried without effc& ; the feveral 
hofpitals have not been more fuccefsful, and the patient, 
after lingering from year to year, became a fpe&acle too 
horrid to behold, and gladly received the finifhing ftroke 
of death. Happily, however, this is not vow the cafe : 
Plain fimple methods have been difeovered of putting a 
flop to this confuming plague, and its danger obviated. 
But, alas! mankind having totally lo ft their original (im- 
plicit)', they have loft alio all relifh for fimple remedies: 
They leek after figns and wonders, expc&ing medicines 
that will work miracles, and think it too much trouble to 
“ wafh and be clean.” Like Naaman the Syrian, they 
think, “ He will furely come out to me, and (land and call 
on the name of the Lord his God, and ftrike his hand over 
the place, and recover the leper,” without calling them- 
Jeloes upon the name of the Lord, and applying the means 
which he hath appointed. Indeed it is much to be lament- 
ed, that very few people have fufficient confidence in the 
means which Providence hath put in their, own power, 
for eradicating this troublcfomc difordcr; not reflecting, 
that all medicine will be taken in vain, if they do not afiifl 
its operations by a proper attention to other particulars. 

The real Scurvy occurs in different habits and in differ- 
ent conffitutions. Other difeafes are often miflakon for 
this, and this is as frequently miRakcn for other com- 
plaints. 
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plaints. It may (Dr. Lind obfcrves) take its origin from, 
many caufes, perhaps little fufpe&ed to give rife to fuch a 
diforder. It may be occafioned after a fever, by unfound 
vifeera, or by a vitiated date of the blood ; and experience 
has fufHciently proved, that many of thofe obflinate cafes 
which occur in patients who have undergone repeated 
courfes of mercury for a fuppofed venereal taint, are really 
fcorbutic. Perfons whole couflitutions are hereditarily li- 
able to the fcorbutic corruption, cannot bear the operation 
of mercury in any form or fhape whatever, even in a ve- 
ry fmall quantity ; therefore when that medicine hath been 
freely and injudicioufly adminiftered to them, it more 
particularly difpofes fuch conflitution to receive the fcor- 
butic taint from any obvious external caufe. 

This difeafe is in fome meafure hereditary to Britifn con- 
j- dilutions, and it may alfo be contratted by a variety or 
complication of external caufes; the chief of which are a 
cold and moifl air, damp rooms, beds and clothes, grofs 
vifeid food, and want of excrcife ; and whatever clofes 
the pores of the Ikin, and leffens or obflrutts perfpiration. 

It is fo general a diforder, that few people are free from 
it, and its fymptoms are fo various and uncertain, that it 
can he no wonder it is fo frequently millaken for other 
complaints. A fcorbutic humour in the blood does not 
always manifeft itfelf outwardly by blotches and fpots up- 
on the fkin; but often lurks within, and occaftons fuclt 
fymptoms that the patient has no idea that the effefts arc 
produced by fuch a caufe. — Where there are external 
eruptions, there can be no doubt of the patient being fcor^ 
butic ; but the inward fymptoms are fo difficult to delcribe, 
that Mathiolus has very juflly obferved, “ If any one is ill 
and knows not his complaint, let him i'ufpeft the Scurvy.* ' 

s Boerhaave 3 


( 16 ) 

Bocrhaavc, Sydenham, Hoffman, Pringle, and other 
excellent writers and piofefTers of the medical art, have 
given accurate descriptions of the Scurvy, fo fatal to mari- 
ners in general, and have aifigned the principal caufes of 
•the diforder. 

Dr. Pringle aferibes it, particularly in long voyages, to 
corrupted air and provifions on board unventilated fhips. 

Boerhaave allows, that the Scurvy chiefly affefts the 
inhabitants of cold northern climates, particularly in 
marfhes, low, fat and moid foils, near Stagnating waters, 
whether frefh or fait. Pcrfons of fedentary lives are mod 
fubjett to it ; tliofe alio that feed on faked and fmoak- 
dried fie fh or fifh, fea bilcuit, flinking water, and fait old 
cbeefe. — To which (as Mr. Clark obferves) may be added 
ts that .putrid water is of it lei f fufficient to corrupt, by 
flow degrees, the whole mafs of blood, lymph, and other 
juices and lecretions from thele two fird.” 

The caufe and nature of the Sea Scurvy, fo common 
and fatal to failors and mariners in general, arifes, then, 
from an alkalefccnt and putrefeent date of the blood, 
a hot acrimonious quality in it, which occafrons it to be 
unequally fluid, par t being thick and grumous, and part 
broken and d delved, without having its due crafrs and 
confidence in any channels of its circulation. In tire 
judgment of the bed writers, it flows from a relaxed date 
of the folids, and a dilfolution of the duius,” 

The Land Scurvy is generally fuppofed to originate 
from an acefcent or four date of the blood. 

The above are the chief caujes of this fatal diforder, ac- 
knowledged to be t Lie mod virulent of all chronical dif- 
tempers. But as Dr. Mead obferves, “ It is a dileafe fo 
various and diilereut in appearance^ that it docs not icem 
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to be One and the fame difoider. This is one reafon why 
many are affliSted with it, and know it not, as it affiimes 
various forms of pains, rheumatifm wandering and fix- 
ed, great deprcflion of fpirits, hypochondriacal and hys- 
terical Symptoms, unfufpe&ed of a Scorbutic caufe, as the 
didempcr lurks in the blood, not yet having put on its 
uSual appearance on the Skin, legs,” &c. 

A very common conScquence of a Scorbutic habit is ul- 
cerated lungs. AlSo difficulty of breathing, naufea and 
vomiting ; loofencSs and codivencfs, fainting fits, pains in 
every part of the body, burning pains in the kidnies and 
urinary paflage (commonly miftaken for the ftone and 
gravel), hard tumours in the groin, and other glandular 
parts of the body, pricking pains in the foies of the feet, 
weaknefs of the whole nervous fyftem, cramps, convuf- 
fions, drowfinefs, langour, tremor of the limbs, the 
dropfy, with a variety of other Symptoms, particularly 
thoSe incident to females, may all proceed from a Scor- 
butic habit, and can only be relieved by reftoring the 
blood to a flate of purity; and it is in vain to Seek for any 
relief without an attention to that as the primary objeft. 

Dr. Cheync has very judly obferved, that “ There is no 
chronical didemper whatsoever more univerfal, more ob- 
ftinate, and more fatal in Britain, than the Scurvy , taken in 
its general extent. Scarce any one chronical diforder but 
owes its origin to a Scorbutic cachexy, or is So complicated 
with it, that it furniffies its mod cruel andobdinatc Symp- 
toms. To it we owe all the dropfies that happen after the 
meridian of life ;- all diabetes, adhmas, consumptions of 
Several kinds, many Sorts of cholics and diarrhoeas; Some 
kinds of gouts and rheumatifms; all palfi.es; various kinds 
of ulcers, and poffibly the cancer itfelf ; mod cutaneous 
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foulnefles, weakly con ft itutions, bad digcflions. vapours, me- 
lancholics, and almod all nervous didcmpers whatfoever.” 

Hence it fhould fecm almod impoffible to lay down, 
in a regular fydcm, the fymptoms which indicate the 
prefence and flage of this diforder ; yet as this book is 
now in univerfal edimation, and read by perfons of all 
ranks, both on land and at fca, and its lale being extended 
through England, Scotland, Ireland, America, and the 
Indies, in order to make it as generally uleful as poffible 
the following defeription is felettcd from the mod expe- 
rienced and fkilful of the faculty. 

Sydenham fays, “ The Scurvy is known by a fponta- 
neous wearinefs, a heavinefs of the body, difficulty of 
breathing, efpecially after motion, rottennefs of the gums, 
flinking breath, frequent bleeding of the nofe, difficulty 
of walking, fometimes a fwelling, and fometimes a fall- 
ing away of the legs, in which there are always livid, 
plumbeous, yellow, or violet-coloured fpots, with the face 
generally of a pale, tawney colour. 

Boerhaave, (who faw the mod virulent kinds of this 
diforder in Holland) has marked, with great precilion, 
the feveral dages of it. 

“ The fird dage begins with unufual lazinefs, fponta- 
neous wearinefs, a pain in all the mufcles, as if over-tired, 
efpecially in the legs and loins; when the patient awakes 
in the morning, all his joints and mufcles feem to be 
tired and bruifed. 

“ In the fecond dage, the gums fwell, grow painful, 
hot, and itching, bleeding upon the lead preffure ; the 
roots of the teeth become baie and loofe; he feels pains 
in all the external and internal parts of the body imitat- 
ing didempers proper to various parts. 
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4i In the third dage, the gums become putrid, with a 
cadaverous fmell ; when they are inflamed, blood didils 
from them, and a gangrene enfues; the loofe teeth by 
degrees grow yellow, black, and rotten; there arc often 
haemorrhages, which break out from the (kin, without 
any appearance of a wound, from the lips, gums, mouth, 
nofe, lungs, domach, liver, fpleen, pancreas, intcflincs, 
Womb, kidneys, Sec . — Obdinate ulcers arife, which no 
application can cure, and are apt to turn to a gangrene; 
they break out in all parts of the body, but efpeciallv 
in the legs, and are attended with a flench; there is a 
kind of itch, and dry fcabs, with a dry mild leprofy; 
the blood drawn from the veins is black and grumous, 
and yet wants its due confidence in the fibrous parts; the 
ferum is fait, fharp, and abounding with a yellowifh 
green mucus on the furface ; there are gnawing and tor- 
menting pains, quickly fhifting from place to place, which 
grow more violent in the night, affc&ing all the joints, 
bones, and vi'ccra. 

“ In the fourth flage, there arc fevers of various kinds, 
which bring on an atrophy, fometimes d ; irrhccas, dy- 
fenteries, or violent flranguaries, as alfo faintings, and 
mortal anxieties, a dropfy, confumption, convulfions, 
trembling, a palfy, black fpots, voiding of blood up- 
wards and downwards, a putrefaflion of the liver, 
fpleen, pancreas and mefentery, and now the contagion 
fpreads rapidly, and death foon follows.” 

It may not be improper to obferve here, That however 
virulent the fymptoms of this dilorder might be in the 
time of Sydenham or Boerhaavc, the mere Scurvy now 
fcarcely ever puts on fuch a high degree of virulence as 
above deferibed; and the mod common and obvious 

a 4 fymptoms 


( 20 ) 

fymptoms arc thus comprized in a plain and concife 
manner by Mr. Clark : 

“ A lidleffncfs to aftion and motion, a fallow and 
bloated countenance, a general weaknefs, heavinefs, and 
wearinefs, without any caufe to produce fuch effofts, dif- 
ficulty of breathing, {linking breath, fo ft, fpungy, and 
bleeding gums, livid, black and blue fpots on the lkin, 
on the legs, and other pails of the body, dwellings and 
wa/lings of the legs, contra&ions of the tendons, faintings, 
and, not unfrequcntly, fudden death.” 

No fymptom of this diforder is more difagreeable to the 
patient, than the fcorbutic ulcer ; and there is no fymptom, 
perhaps, to which improper remedies are more generally 
applied. — “ With refpeft to the ufe of mercury in thefe 
kind of ulcers, it ought always to be had in view, that in 
fuch as are really fcorbutic, in (lead of afting as a remedy, 
if given in any confiderable quantity, it proves almod a 
certain poifon .” — Bell on Ulcers, And indeed a long-con- 
tinued ufe of mercury is in no cafe free from danger, as it 
evidently eolliquates the whole mafs of blood, weakens the 
nerves, and brings on tremors and palfies. 

Dr. Lind, in his univerfally admired Treatife on the 
Scurvy, fpeaking of real fcorbutic ulcers, fays, “ The 
flighted bruifes and wounds of fcorbutic perfons degenerate 
into fuch ulcers but mercury, he adds, “ in a truly 
fcorbutic ulcer, is the mod dangerous and pernicious medi- 
cine that can be adminidered. — There are few medicines 
carried out in a fea ched which are here of fervice. Thofe 
of the mineral kingdom, fuch as deel, antimony, and cfpe- 
cially mercury, do manifed harm. Vegetables have great 
and peculiar virtues in this difeafe, arifing from a combina- 
tion of various qualities; and the bejl remedies are furnidied 
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from a compofition of different plants, moil eminent 
for the properties required. Upon the whole it follows,, 
and will be found true in fa£l, That the mofl pcrfeft and 
effectual remedies are found in a compofition of different 
ingredients, each poffefling, in a high degree, one or other 
ofthofe virtues, from a combination of which, a vegetable,, 
faponaceous, fermentable acid may refult.” 

A medicine formed upon the plan fo flrongly urged by 
Dr. Lind, has been long received by the public with 
general fatisfh&ion, and is now in univerfal ellimutioii,, 
under the name of 

Dr. HOD SON’s 

PARISIAN VEGETABLE SYRUP,. 

Improved from M, De Velnos.. 

This Vegetable Syrup has been a favourite with the 
public upwards of twenty years ; and fince its firft intro- 
du£tion into this kingdom from M. De Velnos has been 
confiderably improved. Some time fince his Majejly's 
Royal Letters Patent were granted for the improvements- 
made in an article fo highly interefling to the community 
at large; which Royal Patent; (in confequcnce of a very 
valuable confideration) became the foie property of Dr.. 
Hodfon of Hatton-Garden, who has fpaxed neither trouble 
nor expence in the improvement thereof; and to whom 
alone the art and fee ret of preparing the fame is known. 

This mofl elegant and pleafing remedy i3- purely vege- 
table, not having any thing of a mercurial or pernicious' 
nature whatfoever in its compofition. Its reputation has 
been fo firmly eflablifhed during that period,, that the 
faculty in general have not fcrupled to recommend it tO' 
their patients. This Syrup, which has thus Rood the ted 
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of time, and the experience of thoufands, in a great variety 
of cafes, is the mod pleafant ever difeovered, and is fo 
perfe&ly fafe and gentle in its operation, as to be adminif- 
tered to the fair fex during every ftage of pregnancy ; yet 
at the fame time it is fo fubtil and potent, that by penetrat- 
ing the minuted veffels, it removes obfhruftions inaccefft- 
ble to any mercurial preparation whatever; mixing with 
the blood and juices, cleanfmg the fluids from every per- 
nicious quality, and refloring them to that (late of purity 
required by Nature to keep the body in health. 

The reader need fcarccly be reminded, that the forego- 
ing obfervations are chiefly fele&cd from the works of 
eminent authors on the fubjeft. Very little new is pre- 
tended to be added ; but as this diforder, if of long ftand- 
ing, generally occafions an hyfterical, hypocondriachal, 
or melancholy turn of mind, which makes the patients 
fond of having a variety of opinions refpefting the com- 
plaint ; that wifh may here be gratified with little trouble, 
and a very fmall expence. 

• General EjfeEls of this Syrup. 

It may be neceffary, before the general efficacy of this 
medicine be hated, to take notice of an objeftion that is 
frequently flarted by the ignorant, concerning its univer- 
Jalityy viz. “ that what is good for every complaint, cures 
m. ono .’ : — Such perfons who obje£t to this medicine on that 
account, may confider that the Bark has never been ob- 
jected to as a remedy for an intermitting fever, merely 
becaufe it is proper in fomc ftages of the Venereal dilcaie ; 
and the diforders for which this Vegetable Remedy is pre- 
feribed, are only what originate from one caufc — an 
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impurity of the blood and juices. The gout, the rhcumatifm, 
glandular fwellings and tumours in the throat ; apopleftic 
and paralytic afFe&ions ; nofturnal terrors and pains ; vio- 
lent head-achs; flow fevers and confumptions a difeafed 
liver ; a general debility and walling of the body ; inflamed 
eyes; the fcrophula and cancers ; an obflrutted perfpira- 
tion, attended with an offenfive breath — have generally 
been confidered as diAinft diforders, and have been fe- 
parately treated by very eminent praftitioners without 
effeft, for the incflicacy of their preferiptions hath been 
chiefly owing to their being applied to the effcfls, or 
fymptoms of the diforders, in (lead of the diforders them- 
felves, or to the caufe thereof ; as every fymptom above 
deferibed may proceed from a fcorbutic impurity of the 
blood. 

This medicine was originally publifhed as a fpecific in 
fcorbutic and venereal taints only, in which it has happily 
fuceeded, though of the moll malignant nature, and where 
the ftrongell mercurials have failed. 

In fcorbutic cafes, where the limbs have been covered 
as with the coarfe bark of a tree, or full of corroding ulcers, 
when fea-water and other remedies have been tried in 
vain, this Syrup has effe£lcd a radical cure. 

The efficacy of this Syrup in purifying the blood, and 
its great fuccefs in fcorbutic and venereal complaints, 
oceaflonedit to be adminillcred m a variety of other cafes, 
fuppofed to be attendant upon the one, or to originate in 
the other. 

Hence it has been frequently found efficacious in the 
rheumatifm, allhma, dyfentery, vertigo, convullive and 
paralytic complaints, &c. 

The piles have been removed, fillulas relieved, and 
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obdinate fores and ulcerated legs have at length yielded 
to this remedy. 

Long-continued inflamations of the eyes, pimpled 
faces, and violent eruptions, have been radically cured 
by it. 

It is Angularly efficacious in removing diforders which 
are often the confcquence of inoculation for the fmall- 
pox ; or after mealies. 

It has alfo been found a mod happy relief in the fup- 
prejfions and objlruttions peculiar to the fair-fex, and it is 
the only remedy to be depended on for the complaint to 
which they are fubjeft at the change oj life. Females, 
therefore, fhould particularly attend to this article, as by 
a timely application of this valuable medicine, they may 
be freed from one of the moft afflicling diforders to which 
human nature is fubjeft. 

Dr. Hodfon does not, however, intend to recommend 
this Syrup as a general and certain fpecific in every fpecies 
of thefe latter-mentioned cafes ; for the fame effects are 
not always produced by the fame caufe; but in thofe 
complaints originating from the above-mentioned caufes, 
this remedy will always be of fcrvice ; and in no cafe 
whatever, can it be in the lead injurious. 

This benign medicine is grateful to the palate, agreeable 
in its life, Ample and uniform in its aftion, mildly promo- 
ting eveiy evacuation, apd efficacious in all impurities of 
the blood and juices. It is (Lengthening and domachic, 
palicscafily through the intedines, generally purges gently, 
and neither drains nor irritates. It feldom produces vio- 
lent fweats, but commonly occaAons a gentle perfpiration 
jud after its adminidration. It operates modly by urine, 
the^uantity of which it generally increafes, and frequently 
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o-ccafions a very vifible alteration in the colour and nature 
of it. In fhort, this purely vegetable preparation is defign- 
cd to promote all the natural fecretions without violence ; 
therefore by thus gently aflifting Nature in her own way, 
it ncceflarily follows, that perfeverancc in its ufc is re- 
quired ; and as it thoroughly cleanfes the blood, the patient 
muff not be furprifed if he finds no vifible good effetls for 
fome time, if the complaint be an obflinate one ; or if in 
fome inflanccs he appears to be worfe ; but by a Heady 
perfeverancc in the medicine, and proper attention to the 
directions, a radical cure may in general be depended on ; 
for the Scurvy is fo univerfal a diffemper, that no part is 
free from its rage ; the chyle, the blood and the lympha 
are all tainted therewith, and the ufe of remedies are fome- 
times obliged to be continued a long while to root out the 
dilorder. 

A medicine of this nature is in the prefent times more 
than doubly valuable, as the intemperance and luxury of 
the age is haflening the ravages of the Scurvy, and ren- 
dering our blood the more impure ; and though a love of 
intemperance cannot on any account be defended, yet 
thofe who have been weak enough to alfociate with the 
fons of luxury, and thereby deftroy their own conflitutions, 
have the means now offered them of repairing the breach, 
and — fo far as is in the power of phyfic to af&fl them — to 
reflore themfelves to perfeft health. 

General DireElions for taking this Syrup. 

The general dofe of this medicine is a common fized. 
tea-cup full, one or two hours before breakfaft, and the 
fame quantity one or two hours after fupper. 

However, in delicate and tender conflitutions, it is the 
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bell method to begin with a fmall dofe, as two or three table 
fpoonfuls, increafing it a fpoonful night and morning, till 
the proper quantity is afeertained, fufficient to keep the 
body open in the molt eafy and agreeable manner.— 
Thofc who diflike this remedy on account of its peculiar 
fweetnefs, may dilute it with a little warm tea made of 
faffafras, baum, or farfaparilla, &c. &c. 

The dofe for children mult be proportioned to their age 
and conllitution, beginning with a fmall dofe and gradually 
increafing it. 

The affli&ed may be allured that no dangerous con- 
fequenccs will enfue from a liberal ufe of this valuable 
remedy; but it fhould be obferved that perfeverance is 
often necelfary ; in all cafes a particular attention to the 
direflions, as well as regularity in the time and dofe, is to 
be regarded ; and above all, it mull be noticed, that it will 
be in vain to expefl any relief from this remedy without 
punftuality ; for taking a bottle or two properly, then 
leaving off for fonie days and beginning again, will be of 
no kind of fervice. It mull be taken regular ; and in fome 
cafes it hath required half the quantity necelfary for a per- 
fe£l cure to be taken before the patient has perceived that 
he hath obtained any relief ; therefore perfons in the coun- 
try who wilh to go through a regular courfe of it fhould 
take care to have a proper lupply. 

Particular Dire Elions and InJlruElions, with Table of Diet, &c. 

The general mode of taking this Syrup in all cafes, has 
been limply as above-mentioned ; but as Dr. Hodfon is 
defirous at all times to afford every means in his power to 
allillthe efficacy of his medicine, he recommends, from 
experience, the following obfervations to the attention of 

thofe 
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thofe patients, whofe fituations will allow of their reduc- 
ing them to pra&ice : 

The operation of this Syrup being on the glandular and 
lymphatic fyflem, it is a principal obje£l that it be fuffici- 
ently retained in the bowels to be conveyed into that fyf- 
tem. Purging prevents this effeft ; therefore perfons in 
very debilitated conditions fhould begin with only one 
table fpoonful night and morning, and gradually incrcafe 
the dofe to the utmoft quantity they can take without its 
afting as a purgative ; whilft perfons of flrong habits fhould 
begin with two table fpoonfuls, and increafe the dofe in 
the fame manner, untill the bowels be rendered rather lax , 
which is the condition moft favourable to the effefts of 
this medicine. 

Robuft, as well as tender conflitutions, arc found in the 
extreme of coftivenefs or laxity ; but thefe extremes are 
equally unfavourable to a cure, in all cafes for which this 
S> run is recommended. Therefore when the bowels arc 
fo irritable that a fmall quantity purges, and the difordcr 
requires a larger dofe than can be retained in the bowels, 
the patient muft be more particularly careful to avoid all 
acid and irritating fubftances, fuch as raw fallads, cyder, 
fharp wines, punch, and in fomc cafes even the ufual ve- 
getables of the table. In fuch circumftances, the diet 
fhould con fid of light animal food, plain rice well boiled, 
weak camomile, rofc leaf, or rofemary tea, a little good 
red port, or Madeira, according to the feelings of the 

patient. If thefe means are not fufficient to keep the 

medicine from running off by flool, recourfe muff be had 
to a little opium. 

Perfons whofe fituation in life will admit of it, fhould 
attend to the following obfervations ; — To eat no failed 
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meat, made gravy, foups, or any thing high feafoned. 
Temperance is favourable to every object refpefting health ; 
but extremes of either kind are to be avoided, and care 
fhould be taken to diftinguifh between temperance and a 
poor low mode of living. This Syrup being in itfelf 
purely vegetable, a low vegetable diet is by no means 
friendly to its operations. Flcfli meat may and ought to 
be eaten, but it fhould be fuch as is frefh, plain, found, 
and eafy of digeftion. 

The breakfaft fhould be gruel, tea, coffee, cocoa, 
milk-porridge, or Dr. Hodfon’s Aromatic tea. 

For dinner all rich fauces mult be avoided ; alfo fpiced,. 
falted, high-fcafoned and fmoke-dried provifions, as well 
as acids, raw cold fallads, unripe fruits, and the mod 
indigeflible kind of boiled vegetables. 

Fiat beef, veal, mutton, lamb, poultry, and rabbits : - 
roafled meats are far preferable to boiled, and their own 
natural gravy fhould be ufed freely. Shrimps, prawns, 
crabs, cray-fifb, and oyfters may be taken freely ; lobfters 
very fparingly, but no other kind of fifh. 

Muftard, horfe-radifh, celery, turnips fqueezed dry 
from water; and in general molt kinds of warm fallads; 
but cucumbers, (in fome cafes peas,) beans, or any cold 
vegetables, will greatly obftruft the medicine and retard 
the cure. 

A drift abftinence- from butter, fat, oil, cheefc, bacon, 
and falted meats ; from vinegar, pickles, and every acid, 
mult be obferved, particularly in obflinate fcorbutic, 
rheumatic, or fcrophulous cafes, or the medicine cannot 
have the defired effeft. 

*** Though falted meat ought not to be eaten, it is not 
meant to exclude the ufe of fait with- frefh meat. 
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The fupper cannot be too light, and fhould be taken as 
early as convenient. But the patient fhould take parti- 
cular care not to live too much upon flops. A due portion 
of animal, as well as vegetable food appears to be necef- 
fary to afford a proper nourifhment to the human frame. 
Rufk, bifeuit, or the cruft of bread, is far preferable to the 
crumb, which (particularly in that made in London) con- 
tains an acidity that is evaporated from the cruft, efpecially 
where it is rather burnt. — Ilartfhorn jellies made good, 
with a little wine, without acid, may be ufed with free- 
dom ; and broth without fpicery. — All fpirituous and 
ftrong liquors muft be abftained from. — Good found malt 
liquor may be drank at meals by thofe who find that it 
agrees beft with their conftitution. But it is very certain, 
that in moft conftitutions where there is a fcorbutic taint, 
all liquor in which there is any proportion of hops is inju- 
rious ; whilft the juice or extraft of malt is very fervicc- 
able. Hence it follows, that although ale or porter may, 
in many cafes, be found prejudicial, yet fweet wort will 
be cffentially ufeful, and fhould be drank by all thofe 
who take this Syrup for Scorbutic complaints. 

Milk is not proper in all conftitutions, and in a weak 
ftate of the ftomach and bowels it had better be avoided 
during the ule of this Syrup, as it may probably difturb 
their fun&ions by coagulations and flatulencies. 

Air and moderate exercife will not only be ferviceable 
but neceffary. 

SCURVY. — Previous to entering upon a courfe of this 
Syrup in fcorbutic cafes, the patient fhould take the fol- 
lowing purgative : 

Take an ounce of the beft Glauber Salts, and diffolve them 
in a pint of water, in which a little ginger has been boiled. 

Add 
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Add thereto twenty drops of Spirits of Hartfhorn ; — tak* 
it in the morning, fading, and work it off with oatmeal 
gruel. 

This purge fhould be repeated about every twelfth day, 
where the. Syrup has not the effed of keeping the body 
gently laxative. 

There arc two kinds of fcurvy, or rather two very dif- 
ferent conflitutions particularly liable to the fcorbutic 
corruption, viz. Some who have lived very free, in which 
cafe the patient appears very flout and robufl, and the 
diforder i^ evident at all tunes. And others of a delicate 
frame, who have lived abftemioufly, in order to prevent , 
as they think, the diforder increafirig. 

In the former cafe, where Nature has had flrength fuf- 
ficient to throw the diforder outward, the patient fliould 
pay flri£l attention to the general directions above flated, 
and live rather abflemious ; but in the latter cafe (which, 
perhaps, is the mofl general), the patient fhould confidcr 
that Nature wants flrength to throw the diforder upon the 
furface, and they fliould ufe a more cordial regimen, in 
order, if poflible, to increafe the external appearance of 
it. At meals they fliould drink mild, foft, fweet ale ; but 
on no account old, hard, or flale malt liquor; and fmall 
beer fhould be entirely avoided : They fhould alfo drink 
a glafs or two of found Madeira, or white port, free from 
the leafl degree of fharpnefs. 

In Scorbutic cafes, and in all diforders originating from 
an impurity of blood, (independent of any venereal 
infection) this Syrup will in general have the delired effeCt, 
without any further alii (lance ; but it will be of much ad- 
vantage to the patient if he takes the dofe of Syrup at 
night in half a pint of warm falfafras tea, or in very obflinate 
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complaints, its operation may be promoted by the follow- 
ing decoCtion : 

Take of the leaves of agrimony one handful, of faflafras chips 
two ounces, fweet fennel feed, one ounce, horfe radiih, 
half an ounce. — Boil thefe in five pints of water till re- 
duced to three. Of this a pint a day fiiould be drank, 
at three or four dofes, fo as not to interfere with the 
medicine or meals. 

Ferfons of a Scorbutic habit fhould chufe a warm, dry 
fituation, with a pure air; and when the atmofphcre is 
moift, they fhould go well eloathed, and fhift often with 
dry linen. Cleanlinefs of body, moderate exercife, the 
ufe of the flefh brufh, or friCtions with dry cloths, are all 
very ferviceable. — People ought not to feed too much up- 
on flops in this complaint ; but the diet fhould be light, 
and eafy of digeftion, confiding chiefly of a due mixture 
of animal and vegetable fubftances , but all food fhould be 
good, found, plain, and Ample in its kind, fuch as will 
readily be converted into chyle, and tend to render the 
whole mafs of humours mild, foft, and balfamic. 

Milk of all forts, where it agrees with the conflitution, 
is beneficial, as being a truly vegetable chyle; but whey 
being of a more cleanling quality, is better, and frequently 
agrees with thofe for whom milk is too heavy. 

RHEUMATISM. — The inftruCtions for the feurvy are 
likewife applicable in rheumatic cafes ; except that in the 
decoCtion above-mentioned, ten or twelve leaves of colts- 
foot, and two tea fpoonfuls of bruifed carraway feed fhould 
be added. The caufes of the Acute Rheumatifm are, what 
ever may conduce to the production of an inflammation in 
the part affeCted. An obftruCted perfpiration and an inflam- 
matory diathelis conflitute the molt general caufcs. The 
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chronic rheumatifm hath for its principal caufe, an irri- 
tating acrimony in the juices fecerned into the parts com- 
plained of. The Vegetable Syrup is peculiarly excellent 
in this complaint, as it is not only a promoter of pcrfpira- 
tion, but purifies the blood from that irritating acrimony 
which is the principal caufe of the diforder — A great many 
inveterate rheumatifms are occafioned by a venereal taint 
in the blood, in which cafe fee the third part of this 
pamphlet. 

DROPSY. — This remedy has not been unfuccefsful in 
the Dropfy ; but it must, in fuch cafes, be taken in large 
and more frequent dofes than in any other complaint ; 
and as its efficacy may be confiderably affifled by the ad- 
dition of other applications, all dropfical patients are 
particularly recommended to confult the Proprietor pre- 
vious to the adminiftration of this Syrup. 

PILES. — This troublefome complaint is in general 
effedlually removed by this remedy. A principal at tide 
in the treatment of the Piles is to keep the body gently 
open, without purging or irritation. — For this purpofe no 
medicine can be fo properly adapted 'as this Syrup. 

SCROPIIULA. — This diforder is commonly known by 
the name of the King’s Evil ; which name it has inherited 
ever fince the time of Edward the Confeffor, becaufe faid 
to be cured by him and feveral fucceeding Kings both of 
England and France. Upwards of 9200 Perfons are re- 
corded to have been touched for it by Charles II. but 
with what fucccfs has been varioufly related, difputcd, 
and believed. This difeafe appears in fo many forms, that 
to attempt an intire defeription of it would be endlefs, and 
the general fymptoms are fo well known that it would be 
unneceffary. It is either hereditary or accidental ; and 
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when the former, it moflly requires a long and tedious 
courfe of medicine to effeft a cure. — In fome patients the 
Vegetable Syrup alone hath had the defired fuccefs ; but 
it frequently happens that fome additional remedies, both 
internal and external are neccflary. — In this cafe a per- 
fonal application to Dr. Hodfon will be advantageous to 
the patient. 

CANCERS, or thofe Ulcers or Tumours called Can- 
cerous, have been cured by this Syrup ; but it has been 
where they have originated in a foulnefs of blood, or 
from an obftinate or ill-treated venereal taint. Cancers 
arc not fufficiently underflood or dillinguifhed by the 
faculty in general ; therefore Dr. Hodfon wifhes always 
to be confulted in thefc cafes, previous to taking this 
Syrup. 

PALSY. — The fuccefs of this Vegetable Remedy in 
Paralytic cafes has been almofl incredible to thofe not fuf- 
ficiently acquainted with the general caufe of that diforder. 
Phyficians confider the Palfy as the effeft either of too 
much vital heat, or too little : hence it is evident that a 
difeafe which may arife from two fuch oppofite principles, 
can only be relieved by a medicine which is enabled to 
reflore the blood to its natural balfamic Hate ; and hence 
it is that this Vegetable Syrup has performed Cuch extra- 
ordinary cures ! For by its lubtlety it mixes with the blood 
and juices, conveying its potent qualities into the moll 
extreme ramifications of the vafcular fyflem, cleanfing the 
fluids from every pernicious quality, and refloring them 
to that degree of purity required by Nature to keep the 
body in a healthful Rate. 

This Syrup having the power of dilfolving coagulations 
and petting the difTolved matter at liberty again, hence, 

whatever 
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whatever vitriolic bodies have been taken internally fo a* 
to make the fibres rigid, they are reffored to their elalticity 
by this medicine ; an d this is often the cafe with thole 
who have been under a continued u(c of ftyptic, allringent, 
vitriolic remedies: Such are mercurial preparations ; and in 
thofe who have been rendered paralytic by their abufe, 
the capillary tubes are obffru&ed ; they are contra&ed, 
and become rigid and unfit for ofcillation ; the juices are 
hardened and grow too big to pafs through fuch Riiftures; 
and as this is the cafe through all the velfels, obftru&ions 
and ftagnations enfuc in all. In order to obviate and take 
away thefe confequenccs, (fays Strother) we muff ftrike 
at the original caufe of them, which is the vitriols pent 
up in every capillary. This Vegetable Remedy having a 
power and faculty to join in with the acids of the vitriols 
and of flimulating the fibres, fo that the ftri£lurc will be 
taken off, the earths will bedifengaged by its faponaceous 
quality, and the effetls will then ceafe andvanifh : Hence 
this medicine is peculiarly excellent after the ill effects 
produced by mercury. 

FEMALE OBSTRUCTIONS.— There is no furer me- 
thod of reftoring the Menfes, after a long fuppreffion, than 
that of joining the diffolvent with the ffomachic. This 
Syrup poffeffcs in an eminent degree thefe two qualities, 
which the faculty are fo defirousof uniting; and it is, 
doubtlefs, from this union, that it derives its efficacy in 
thofe diforders that are peculiar to the fex. 

*** For an account of the efficacy of this medicine in Venereal 
cafes — fee the third part of this pamphlet . 
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CASES. 


It is of material confequence in the praflice of phyfic, 
that medicines adminiftered unto children and females 
fhould be perfe&ly innocent as well as powerfully effica- 
cious ; and it is from polfeffing thefe two peculiar proper- 
ties that this Vegetable Syrup has attained that eminence 
in public favour with which it is now diftinguifhed. 

Dr. Hodson acknowledges himfclf under obligations 
to thofe patients who have hitherto favoured him with the 
particulars of their cures for publication, as they have all 
been communicated voluntarily, and therefore are un- 
queltionable evidences of the genuineneis and efficacy of 
his medicines. Since this remedy hath become his own 
*■ private property, delicacy Iwith always engaged Dr. H. 
to avoid, as much as poffible, expofing the names of thofe 
cured by his medicines, particularly in difagreeablc or 
doubtful cafes. He hath alfo too high an opinion of his 
medicine — too much regard for the public confidence in 
his integrity — and too great a refpeft for the dignity of 
his fituation, to degrade himfclf by a Jdicitation for fuch 
teflimonials, or to be under the neceflity of purchasing 
them, authenticated by a long lift of witnefles. The cafes 
which Dr. Hodfon publifhes are genuine; fome of the 
following cures are of recent date, and many of them 
were effc&ed fome years paft ; and notwithftanding the 
names of the parties are fupprefied, yet many of them 
may be referred to on a proper application. 

A Child at Cambridge, about three years old, who was blin» 
five weeks, with a violent humour proceeding from tire fmall 
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pox, has lately been perfectly cured by taking three bottles of 
this Vegetable Syrup, 


A Child of one of the attendants at Bloffom’s-inn, London, has 
been cured by this Syrup, of a violent humour which broke out 
all over its face, and by which its eyes were fo much affected as 
to render its fight doubtful. 


A Child about fever, years old had been afflicted, almofi from 
its birth, with a humour which appeared in large blotches all over 
ffs body and limbs, apparently of a Leprous nature, and which 
rendered the child a disagreeable fpedtacle ; and as it appeared to 
get worfe every fpring and fall, its parents were much diftreffed, 
led it fiiould be rendered incapable of getting any fituation in 
the world, when it grew up, whereby it might obtain a livelihood. 
Its arms in particular were full of blotches as big as a (hilling, and 
came off in large fcales, accompanied with a great deal of white 
fcurf. — The child was put upon a courfe of this Vegetable Syrup, 
and took, for the firft courfe, only four bottles, which entirely 
cleared the (kin at that time ; but in order totally to eradicate the 
diforder, Dr. Hodfon recommended a few bottles to be taken 
every fpring and fill for fome time; which being complied with, 
the child was perfectly freed from the complaint. 


A Child of three years old, afflicted with a difeafe apparently 
the conlequence of inoculation for the fmall-pox. The lymptoms 
were chiefly of an Ulcerous nature, affecting not only its arms and 
legs, but alfo its head, which was too difagreeable even to give a 
defcription of. — By the ufe of this Vegetable Syrup it was per- 
fettly recovered. 

A Child feven years old, after hav ing been dangeroufly ill with 
a putrid fore throat, was two years afflicted w .th a Diforder 
of the Parotid Glands, which occafionea a ctifcharge from the 
ears of a very fetid matter. — She was cured by a courfe of this 
Syrup. 4 
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A Girl about iC years of age, of Chefterton near Cambridge, 

, was afflicted with a Scrophulous Coinplaint, which for about 1 1 
months had been extremely violent. She was admitted a patient 
of Addenbrooke’s Hofpital, but in a fhort time was turned out as 
incurable. As the lalt effort, and with very little hope of fuccefs, . 
die applied to Dr. Hodfon, and was radically cured by taking 
only three bottles of the Vegetable Syrup. 


L- A Lady at Stoke Newington, near London, had been for fome 
time troubled with a Cancer in her Mouth, which reduced her fo 
much, that fhe was almoft flarved to death, being able to fw allow 
barely fufheient to fuftain nature. The faculty were tried without 
fuccefs She was, however, happily cured by a few bottles of the 
Vegetable Svrup. 

A Lady at Stoke Newington, near London, had been for fome 
time troubled with a Cancer in her mouth, which reduced her fo 
[ y much, that file was almoft flarved to death, being able to fw allow 
. barely fufficient to fuftain nature. The faculty were tried with- 
out fuccefs. She was, however, happily cured by a few bottles of 
the Vegetable Syrup. 


A Lady having been violently afflicted with the Piles, for about 
two months, applied to the faculty, who bled her, and adminii- 
tered the ufual remedies for that complaint. She continued the 
ufe of their preferiptions for one month without benefit, and then 
applied for the Vegetable Syrup. From the fint bottle flie received 
no viiible benefit, but when fhe had taken about half the fecond. 
file was mofl agreeably comforted by receiving a good night’s refl , 
■a blefling fhe had not enjoyed for three monrhs before. Three 
bottles e libeled a complete cure. 


A Lady had been affli&ed with an inveterate Scurvy for many 
years, fur which fhe took a great number of medicines prd'ci ibed 
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by the faculty, without the delired effect. Being recommended by 
a friend to the life of the Vegetable Syrup, flie applied in a mod 
‘deplorable fituation ; at that time flie laboured under a weaknels 
in her arms and legs, andafvvelling, with fmall ulcers in the gums, 
which occafioned an inceflant fpitting, pimples, and itchings in dif- 
ferent parts of her body, pains in the head and bread, fo acute, as, 
with other fymptoms, to endangerher life; under thefe circumdan- 
ces (lie began the Vegetable Syrup, and in three months was per- 
fectly cured. 


A Maid Servant to a Lady in Wedminder, was an out patient 
at the Difpenfary in Gerard-Street, St. Ann’s. Her complaints 
were a large Phagedenic Ulcer in the Throat, as likewife an Ulcer- 
ous Palate with rottenness ; all the liquids Hie took came through 
her nofe, and even the aliment at times. After attending the Dif- 
penfary for fome time, (he was at length pronounced incurable. In 
this dreadful condition (lie was immediately put under a courfe of 
the Syrup. The ulcer in her throat and palate were hea ed in the 
fpace of a month ; and in a (hort time (lie was radically cured, and 
now enjoys a perfect date of health, to the furprize of all who were 
acquainted with her unhappy fituation. 


A Gentleman in Huntingdonfhi re had for fome time been afflic- 
ted with a mod violent Scurvy, with eruptions of a putrid nature 
all over his body, a dimnefs of fight and a condant fwimming or 
dizzinefs in the head, fo that he has frequently fallen fenfelefs to 
the ground. Nolwithdanding he had the advice of the mod emin- 
ent Phyficians, and took a great variety of medicines preferibed by 
them, his diforder daily encreafed, and was attended with a total 
lofs of appetite and a lownefs of fpirits, infornuch that life became 
burdenfome to him. In this reduced flat' lie determined to make 
trial of the Vegetable Syrup. After taf ng only feven bottles, he 
found his diforder entirely cured, and his conditution amazingly 
re do red. 

A Gentleman 
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A Gentleman in Weftminfter, had fora confiderable time labored 
under a Scorbutic Habit, which at l&ngth increafed to fuch a degree, 
as to bring on an entire depreilion of fpirits, a bad digeftion, an 
univerfal weaknefs, and a train of ill effebls, which reduced him to 
the lowed condition. He complained of pains in all his limbs, which 
affl.ded him continually ; but were fo particularly acute when warm 
in his bed, that he could fcarce ever lie down an hour, without being 
under a neceflity of riling, walking about his room, or fitting up in 
his bed (very frequently all night). He had tried many things 
without any effed, infomuch that he defpaired being relieved from 
a (late of torture. Notwithllanding the inveteracy of his cale, he 
was happily difappointed, and convinced of the antiscorbutic effi- 
cacy of the Vegetable Syrup, by perceiving a mod fudden andfen- 
lible alteration in every difagreeable Symptom, till in the courl'e of 
two months he found himfelf perfedtly cured. 


^ A Gentleman of Downham in Norfolk, who had for many years 
been troubled with violent Scorbutic Eruptions in his face, lor 
which he had been under the care of the mod eminent of the faculty, 
was radically cured by only four bottles of the Vegetable Syrup. 


A Gentleman of Lynn in Norfolk, had laboured for fome years 
under a violent and dilagreeable Humour, which at firlt made its 
appearance in fmall pimples breaking out upon his Head, but which 
increafed to large lpreading U leers, and delcended upon his forehead 
fo low as to render his eyes in danger. He had applied lor relief to 
many profeilbrs in regular prabl.ee as veil as to others, fome of 
whom pronounced the complaint to be of a cancerous nature, and 
others the tinea, or feald head. Finding no relief from their pre- 
fciiptions, he came to town, and put himfelf under the immediate 
infpebtion of Dr. Hodfon, — At the time he was received into the 
Doctor’s, houfe, there were upon the crown of his head feven deep 
and lpreading ulcers, two of them extremely fetid, calling forth 
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fucli an ofFenfive fmell as rendered his prefence very difagreeable.-- 
But notwithflanding the inveteracy of the cafe, in five weeks he 
returned into the country perfectly found, in which ftate he con- 
tinues- 


A Coachmaker at Lynn, in Norfolk, had been violently affl'fted 
with the Piles for upwards of two years, during which time he had 
the advice of feveral gentlemen of the faculty, and took a number of 
medicines, without obtaining a cure. At length he was induced to " 
try the Vegetable Syrup, and applied for a bottle, which gave him 
almolt immediate relief, and by perfevering in the ufe ofa few bottles, 
was radically cured. 


A Young Man who livesa few miles from London, applied with 
Sore Legs, attended with a violent Scorbutic Humour. He had in 
each leg two large fpreading ulcers, one of which was much larger 
than a crown piece. By taking 1 8 bottles of the Vegetable Syrup, 
and applying the Egyptian Baliam outwardly, he w as perfedtlycurecu 


A Patient for upwards of 22 years had been afflifled with fo dan- 
gerous and virulent a Scurvy, as affected him in almoft every part of 
his body, particularly his throat, head, and face; it was with dif- 
ficulty he i wallowed? He had feveral running w ounds in his head 
and face, befides intolerable pains in his head and limbs. But upon 
tab ng a few bottles of the Vegetable Syrup he w as reltored to a 
perfect (late of health in every refpefl. 


An Officer, employed upwards of 20 years in his Majefty’sfea fer-' 
vice, laboured two years under a Rheumatic complaint, complicated 

with the Scurvy. His feet were fo extremely tender, that he was 
feme-times incapable of walking; his legs frequently fu elled very 
much, and he had a great uillnefs in the knees. He had tried warm 
bathing, and the remedies preferibed by the faculty, in vain, before 
he could prevail upon himfelf to take any advertifed medicines. At 
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laft he ventured upon this Vegetable Syrup, and at the end of only 
the fecond bottle, he found an amendment 5 he therefore continued 
it for feme time with the defned fuccefs. 


A Waiter at a tavern near Charing-Crofs, cured of a mod inve- 
terate Scurvy, his body all over blotches, by only five bottles. 


To Dr. Hods os', London. 

I had been afflifled with a Scorbutic Humour for fire years, which 
broke out in blotches all over my body, and on its fird appearance 
brought on a fit of ficknefs, which continued three months. Having 
feen your Vegetable Syrup advertifed, 1 was induced to try that 
medicine. When I find began taking it I was alio afflicted with 
the Piles, which troubled me dreadfully. This lad complaint, how- 
ever, was foon removed by your medicine, and by a little perfeve- 
ranee in its ufe I am perfectly recovered from the fcorbutic humour, 
* and now enjoy a good date of health. I have therefore fent you thefe 
particulars for publication, and you may refer any enquirer to me. 

Bourne, May 29* 


Extra SI of a Letter from Shepton Mallet, near Bath. 

“ I am happy to acquaint you, that the information you received 
of my being cured of a molt inveterate Scorbutic Humour is true 
and by fix bottles of the Vegetable Syrup. 

At the time I began vvitli the Syrup, I defpaired of ever being 
relieved, and wasalmoit reduced to a fliadow, except my right leg, 
which was almoft as big as my body. The ailiftance of regular prac- 
tice failed, as did Bath, Cheltenham, and Weymouth; I likewife 
took many dozens of Ward’s Powders, Bateman’s Drops, and five 
bottles of Norton’s ; thefe lull hurt me exceedingly, without procur- 
ing what the two former did, three or four hours artificial lleep. I 
have had no return of my complaint, nor have I, fince my cure, paid, 
attention to any particular mode of living : I. eat of every thing,, 
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drink wine, punch, cyder, and malt liquors, without finding the Teaflfc 
inconvenience. 

“ N.B. You may make life of this in what manner you pleafe.” 

Letter f rom a Gentleman at L.ynn , Norfolk, Sept. 21 . 

“ The great benefit I have received from your Vegetable Syrup 
will induce me to continue taking it, and as I mean to keep fome 
conftantly in my houfe, be fo kind as to fend me twelve cannilters by 
diligence. My cafe has been a violent Scorbutic Eruption, v hici I 
have been attacked with for fome time. On my return from Hat ru- 
gate, about two years fince, it broke out in bo h my le s, f < m my 
knees to my feet; in appearance tire fkin refembled the coarfell 
bark of a tree. I began a courfe of your medicine laft November, 
with a drift attention to your dire£lions, and have taken 20 cannif- 
ters of Mr. Marfliall of tliis place. The diforder did not yield to it 
till after the 12th. I am not yet perfectly free from it, but fliall 
continue taking your Syrup, and am happy to tell you it has made 
a mod wonderful alteration in me, fo much to the fatisfaftion of 
myfelf and friends, that I flattered myfelf this account would prove 
agreeable to you, which you are at liberty to ufe in what manner 
you pleafe.” 

Another letter from the fame Gentleman, dated Oft. 5, fays, 
“ Except a little eruption of heat (fcarce worth mentioning) 1 am 
in a fine (late of health. It has had its defired eft'eft. Indeed I 
may fay I deferve it, as I took your medicine with the drifted 
attention to your direftionsin every refpeft, and for a long conti- 
nuance too — what few perfons probably w'ould have complied with. 
I mean to continue it as I fliall fee occalion.” 

ExtraEl of a Letter to the Proprietor of the Vegetable Syrup. 

“ Returning from a journey I was llruck with a fit of the Palfy, 
which took away the ufe of my left hand and foot. In endeavour- 
ing to get off my hone I fell on my fide, and had not power to rife 
or walk without affiftance: My face was diflorted, and my mouth 
fo drawn afide, that 1 could fcarcely fpeak fo as to be underftood. 
I took fuch remedies as were preferibed, and ufed the hot bath, but 
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with very little benefit, and it was the general opinion of thofe t* 
whom 1 applied, that I Ihould never recover the ufe of my limbs. 
Having heard of the great cures that had been effected by the Ve- 
getable Syrup, I was encouraged to take it, which I have the fatis- 
faCtion to allure you anfwered my molt fanguine expectations. I 
grew daily better, and perfectly recovered the ufe of my hand and 
foot.” 


Extract of a Letter from a Gentleman in York fare. 

“ I had been in a bad fate of health for fome years, though not 
prevented from attending on the duties of my ftation, yet unable to 
bear any fatirue. I have always been very temperate in my mode 
of living. The faculty informed me that my complaint was glan- 
dular. I felt great uneafinefs and obftruiti ons about my throat. I 
had alfo a violent itching and feurf on the back part of my head 
aad neck ; the fame on the edge of my left armpit, and high up on 
the inlide of my right thigh. My eyes were lore, and my face florid 
and tender, in addition to which I was frequently troubled with 
the Piles. After being fome years afthCled in this manner, it would, 
be ingratitude if I did not now inform you, that I have received the 
moil falutary relief by two courfes (one in the Spring, and the other 
in the Autumn of 1789) of your Parifian Vegetable Syrup.” 

A Letter from a Patient, April 1790. 

“ You may remember that in October lad I had four of your 
lar e bottles of Vegetable Syrup. 1 fee by your Treatife, that fome 
people have taken double that quantity before they have found the 
deft red fuccefs ; and as I vvilh, if poffible, to eradicate my diforder, 
I beg you will fend another of your five guinea boxes, for which I 
have inclofed a banker’s bill. When I rece ved your box 1 w as- 
confined to my bed, with the Rheumatifm and Gout, and a Scor- 
butic Humour in my legs. From the firft taking your medicine I 
began to mend : 1 had then totally loft the ufe of my limbs, and 

was reduced very much by night Iweats and real illnefs, added to 
the humour in the legs. 1 am now as full in tiefli as ever, though 
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weak'ifh in the limbs at prefent. This humour lias lain in my blood 
m my years, and I am extremely thankful for the very ex raordi- 
ca;y relief I liave obtained by your medicine.” 

A Letter from a Lady in the Country . 

“ I take this opportunity of writing a few lines to you, and in- 
elofing a token of my gratitude; for 1 now, through our dear 
Lord’s blefling and your good care, enjoy a good date of health ; 
for which I cannot be thankful enough, but enjoy itwitli heart-felt 
pleafure and thankfulnefs. It is upwards of fix years lince I was 
fe’zed with a violent flooding, which continued near a fortnight ; 
then ceafed by the ufe of medicine, but returned fo frequent and fo 
violent that I was rendered totally unfit for bufinefs. When this 
had continued about fix months, a violent fcorbutic humour broke 
out in both my arms and my face, attended with fuch violent heat 
and itching that I could not reft day or night. For four years I 
was attended by two apothecaries, and had the advice of two Phy- 
ficians I then tried fome Anti-Scorbutic Drops, but all were 
without effect, until I providentially put myfelf under your care.” 


The following very fingular Cure is here inferted, for 
the benefit of others who may be afflicted in a fimilar 
manner; and in order to render it perfcflly intelligible to 
the lower clafs of readers, the cafe is inferted as delci ibed- 
by the patient’s hufband, and the mode of treatment pre- 
feribed by Dr. Hodson is added in fuch terms as to 
be underPLOod by every perfon capable of reading this 
Trcatife. 

“ A Woman aged 57, labouring under a complaint called a 
Schirrous Tumour, on the right fide of her belly, of a large mag- 
nitude, quite from the groin to the pin bone, as hard to the touch, 
in ccmparifon, as a board, and now affects her infide with fuch 
racking pain, that, for the laft week we thought ihe 110 longer could 
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fiirvive, having applied to two or three Dofloi s without efferil ; 
who are apt to think, that the tumour has come to a fuppuration 
inwardly.” 

Dr. flodfon preferibed his Vegetable S\rup to be taken 
regularly ; and at the fame time directed to foment the part 
twice a day with the following fomentation;. 

Take Hemlock a final! handfull 
Tobacco half an ounce 
Elder leaves (or llowers) a large handful!. 

Boil thele in three pints of water till reduced to a quart. After 
each fomentation apply the following plaiiler, fpread on 
leather the full fize of the tumour: 

Take a quantity ofchickweed, beat it in a mortar to afoft pulp ; 
Then add an equal weight of hog’s lard: 

To eight ounces of this put 

Mutton fuet, bees wax, and yellow refin, each two ounces : 
Melt all together over a llow tire, and when melted, pour it 
into a pot, and keep ltirring it till cold. 

The effett of thele prefcriptions was alcertaincd by the 
following letter received a few weeks after: 

«< I return you my mod fincere thanks for the kind and affecti- 
onate prefeription you was fo kind to favour me with for my wife,., 
afflicted with a fchirrous tumour at the rim of her belly. It had, 
as I hinted, fuppurated inwardly with very excruciating pains ; and 
for a week, or more, on making water it was foul and ffringy. Im- 
mediately after receiving your letter, I applied the prefeription, and 1 
procured the Vegetable Syrup, of which Ihe has now taken fix- bot- 
tles. By the bleffing of God Ihe is much recovered as to colour,, 
ftrength, and appetite, and the hardnefs that extended from the. 
rim of the belly aimoff to the rib on the right fide, is, become as 
foft to the touch as the other lide; but file has Hill the following 
complaints ; for which beg to know if. Ihe is to continue the Syrup,, 
and what farther, you would recommend: After fitting a little too- 
long in her chair, ihe rifes with difficulty, and a heavy bearing down,, 
as'if.fome considerable weight hung round her; an extreme diffi- 
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eulty and pain in making water, not more than a fpoonful or two 
at atime ; infomuch that the is obliged to go to bed for a day or two, 
from which fhe is enabled to be about again for three or four days, 
and the water comes more freely.” 

To complete the cure fhe continued the Syrup fome time 
longer, and was ordered to be confined to her bed for a 
week or ten days, keeping per r c£Uy dill, her head lying 
rather low, and to apply the following fomentation three 
times a day : 

Take Oak bark and 

White poppy heads, of each two ounces 
Granate peel one ounce ; 

Boil in fix pints of fmith’s forge water till reduced to four* 

Then add 
Alum one drachm 
Spirit of Saffron four ounces. 

The Parisian Vegetable Syrup is in oval tin bot- 
tles, fealed with the arms of France, round which is a 
fcroll, Le Parisien Ye get. Sirop. — It is fold at 10s. 6 d. 
a bottle ; but in order to encourage patients to give this 
remedy a fair trial, (for in obflinate cafes perfeverance will 
always be neceffary) four large bottles, containing tire 
quantity of 1 2 fmall ones, may be had for five guineas, 
fecurely packed for the country, or exportation. Thefe 
can be had only at the Doftor’s houfe in Hatton-Gardcn. 

*** Pcrfons who fend for this Syrup from the Proprietor, 
into the country, are particularly rcqueHed to give their 
orders that it may be fent, (if polhble) by a Waggon, and 
not by any of the Coaches ; as an accident fometimes hap- 
pens by the fwiftnefs of thofe carriages, which may damage 
the bottles, and occafion the lofs of the medicine. 


NATURE’S ASSISTANT, 


PART II. 


Dr. H O D S O NV 

AROMATIC NERVINE TEA, 

Price IIALF-A-CROWN a Packet, 

Particularly recommended to People of Fajhion, and Perfons of 
a fedentary Life ► 

•r ‘XTERVOUS affe&ions, or a difpofition to be too eafiljr 
fufceptible of irregular and painful emotions, may be 
confidered as one of the greateft fcourges to people of 
rank. They have become much more common within the 
lad. century, and (as obferved by a celebrated phyfician), 
have been peculiarly unhappy in a miitaken treatment,, 
becaufe the origin has not been fufficiently inveftigated* 
The all-wife Creator of the Univerfe hath allotted to the 
nerves an office in the animal machine, which requires the 
greateft perfeftion in all their operations* They are, there- 
fore, the moft liable to be difordered^ the moft fufceptible 
of alteration, and the moft difficult to be reftified. No 
wonder, then, that diforders in this delicate fyftem fhould 
be fo common and permanent, and that the variations o£ 
well and ill fhould fo frequently happen. 

Thefe complaints principally depend on three caufeSj 
viz, weak fibres^ a too great nervous fenfibility, and a 
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p-rfpirat!on too fufceptiblc of change ; but t« enumerate 
the fymptoms occafionea by a weaknefs or diforder of the 
nervous fyftcm, would be an endlefs attempt. It may be 
proper, however, to mention a few of the molt character- 
iilic : — The fir ft fymptoms are generally a kind of pufil- 
lanimity we were before ftrangers to; diffidence, fear, 
grief, deje&ion, lownefs of fpirits, attended with windy 
inflation, of the ftomach and inteftines ; the appetite and 
digeftion are moftly bad, though fometimes there is a crav- 
ing for food and quick digeftion ; the body is fometimes 
loofe, but more commonly bound, which occafions great 
uneafinefs. The patient is frequently troubled with fudden 
flufhjngs of heat in various parts of the body, at ether 
times a fenfe of cold, as if water was poured on them ; fly- 
ing, pains in the arms and limbs, pains in the back and belly, 
refembling thofe occafioned by the gravel ; yawning, fre- 
quent fighing ; the fleep is unfound and feldom refrcfhing ; 
the mind is difturbed on the raoft trivial occafion, and is 
hurried into violent commotions, inquietudes, fadnefs, &c. 
the memory alfo becomes weak, and the judgment fails. 

Head-achs which are very frequent amongft people of 
fafhion, are the confcquence of fome diforder in the fto- 
mach or nerves, and often of both. Indeed, nerves, con- 
tinually agitated by humours which arc always irritative, 
by difordering the harmony, of the organs, and enfeebling 
the body, alfo deftroy the mental faculties ; which are f'o 
much dependent on the fituation of their fuiToundiim 
body, that whatever diforders the (economy of the one, 
abfolutely prejudices the mode of thinking in the other. 

Hence it is evident, That a clofe application to jludy is 
prejudicial to health, 
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The difeafes to which the learned are peculiarly liable, 
arife from two principal caufes, viz. The perpetual atten- 
tion of the mind, and the condant inactivity of the body. 
The b rain, the nerves which arife from it, and the flomach, 
which is furnifhed with many nerves of an exquifitc fen- 
fation, are the parts fird attacked, and commonly mod in« 
jured by the immoderate labour of the mind ; but if lhould 
continue any length of time, aimofl all the parts of the 
body become partakers of the injury. Meditation alfo, by 
keeping the nerves too long in a (late of aflion, wades the 
fpirits too much, and hinders the brain from preparing 
them ; fo that this important fluid, which is the puredfub- 
dance and mod highly prepared of any other in the human 
body, is either deficient, or undergoes fome alteration 
which mud inevitably produce many dilorders. 

The learned, however, are not the only perfons who 
fuffer under thefe diforders. People of a fedentary life 

and occupation are equally liable thereto. Excrcife 

ftrengthens the fibres, preferves the fluids in their proper 
date, procures an appetite, facilitates the fecretions, raifes 
the lpirits, and occafions an agreeable fenfation in the 
whole nervous fydem ; whild a fedentary life dedroys the 
drength of the mufcles, and renders them, for want of ufe, 
unable to bear action ; the circulation, therefore, deprived 
of this confiderable adidance, foon grows languid : Vital 
heat diminifhes the humours dagnate and become vitiated ; 
and the fecretions and natural evacuations not being well 
performed, the body remains loaded with excrementitious 
humours, the acrimony of which preys upon the conditu- 
tion, drength is diflipated, and a variety of difagreeabie 
confequences enfue. 
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After thefe obfervations, it will follow of courfe. that in 
order to affift thofe who labour under too delicate a con- 
fl.itution, or the effefts of a reclufe and fedentary life, we 
mull endeavour, ill, To mend the digeftion. ad, To quiet 
the agitation of the nerves. And 3d, To diminifh the 
feverifh inclination by diminifhing the fharpnefs of the 
humours and to facilitate perfpiration, the obftru&ion of 
which caufes thofe catarrhal and fometimes inflammatory- 
fevers, which finally produce the mofl malignant diforders 
of the bread. 

As an affiftant -towards effecting thefe important points, 
Dr. Hodfon recommends the conflant and daily ufe of his 
Aromatic Nervine Tea, for breakfaft and in the after- 
noon, inflead of the foreign tea now in general ufe, the 
ill effefts of which have been fufficiently noticed by medi- 
cal writers of the firft eminence. 

The following obfervations on the foreign tea are taken 
from a curious writer, who juftly calls it, Water bewitched 
with Indian Poifon : 

“ Now for the nature of tea, of which there are feveral 
forts ; but as they are but one kind of plant, and differ only 
as malt may do, in being high or Hack dried, or being finer 
or coarfer, fo I fit all contider them all as one. Tea is the 
leaf of a fmall fhrub of the kind of our dog tree, of an au- 
flere, bitter, aftringent taffe, without any aromatic warmth* 
It has but very little oil in it, and that which it has is of 
the refiny kind, is narcotic and ftupefaftive : It has alfo- 
but very little fait, and that is of the fixed kind, 

“ If we compare the nature of tea with the nature- of the 
Englifh diet, no one can think it a proper vegetable for us. 
It has no parts fit to be affimilated to our bodies : Its effen- 
tial fait docs not hold moifture enough to be joined to the 
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bofly of an animal ; its oil is but very little and that of the 
opiate kind ; and therefore it is fo far from being nutritive 
that it irritates and frets the nerves and fibres, exciting the 
expulfiv.e faculty; fo that the body may be leflened and 
weakened, but it cannot be encreafed and ftrengthened by 
it. This might be afcertained by a very little experience : 
The firft time perfons drink of this, if they are full grown, 
it generally gives them a pain in the ftomach, dejc&ion of 
fpirits, cold fweats, palpitation at the heart, trembling, 
fearfulnefs ; taking away the fenfe of fulnefs, though pre- 
fently after meals, and caufing a hypochondriac gnawing 
appetite. Thefe fymptoms are very little inferior to what 
the raoft poifonous vegetable we have in England would 
occafion when dried and ufed in the fame manner.” 

From the ill effe&s of tea, we may in a great meafure 
attribute the general effeminacy of the age ; for it mocks 
the ftrong appetite, and fatiates it with light trifling food. 
The bold and brave become daftardly, the ftrong become 
weak, women unhealthful, and children ricketty ; in fhort r 
it gives an effeminate weakly turn to the people in 
general. 

Tea was firft ufed by the rich, and when that had flatted 
their fpirits and racked their ftomachs, a cordial became 
nccelfary. This might probably bring the poorer fort of 
people into dram drinking : for they could not well return 
to labour with their fibres relaxed and their fpirits dejeaed. 

The Aromatic Tea here recommended polfelfes none of 
thofe pernicious qualities above deferibed. On the con- 
trary, it will be found peculiarly ferviceable to all perfons 
of a weak conftitution, but more efpecially to people of 
fafhion, to the ftudious, and to all thofe of a reclufe and 
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fedentary life. It is likewife particularly recommended, 
to boarding-fchools, clerks in public offices, compting- 
houfes, &c. and to all thofe whofe employments confine 
them chiefly within doors. 

This vegetable compofition may be ufed in the fame 
manner and quantity as other tea, but isfo far preferable, 
in refpett to nourifhment, as to bear no kind of comparifon. 

It flrengthens the nerves, affifls the memory, comforts the 
head, and braces the ftomach ; relieves dulnefs, languors, 
and debilities ; greatly reflores impaired conflituticns and 
nourifhes decayed ones; improves the fight, opens obflruc- 
tions in the bread: and lungs, cherifhes the heart, revives 
the fpi t its, prevents the vapours, is of an agreeable flavour, 
and has a grateful aromatic odour. 

To prevent any counterfeit being fubflitutcd for this 
genuine article. Dr. Hodfon requefis the public to take , 
particular notice, that his Aromatic Tea is moulded up in- 
packets, bearing a label, reprefenting Hercules in the gar- 
den of Hefperides, engraved by a capital artift ; alfo a 
perfeft refemblance of the medallion belonging to the 
Prince of Wales’s Lodge of Free and Accepted Mafons., 
And each packet is impreflfed with Dr. Hodlon’s arms in 
red wax. 
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BALM of ARCADIA, 


HE efficacy of this remedy in all recent and obflinatc 


coughs and hoarfenefles, and particularly in that 
terror to all children, the Hooping Cough, will juftly re- 
commend it to the countenance of the public. — It is a 
pleafant as well as an elegant preparation, and therefore 
properly adapted to be adminiftered to infants, who are, 
in general, extremely averfe to all kinds of medicine. 

-«• COUGHS axd COLDS. — Though it is not uncommon 

for a patient to fay, that he ails nothing except having a 
flight cold, or, what is the common effeft, (or rather the 
fecond ftage of a cold) a troublefome cough ; yet a proper 
fenfe of the danger that attends thefe apparently trifling 
complaints cannot be too much enforced. 

Dr. Fothergill fays, “ The mod trifling cold pr cough, 
if it continues, may either advance gradually, till it ends 
in immediate mifehief, or may' leave fuch impreffions as 
may fubjeft the patient to frequent returns ; a cough, there- 
fore, in children or young perfons, or in perfons of a cer- 
tain make at any time of life, ought fpeedily to be cured.’* 
And Mr. Hayes obferves, “ the way in which colds do 
injury to the lungs and other parts, and lay a foundation 
for future milchief, is, by the aftion of cold upon the very 
fine veffels, which occalions obflruflions, and a fmall de- 
gree of inflammation, but not violent enough, atprefent, to 


For Coughs , HoarfeneJJes , Hooping Cough , See. 


Price FIVE SHILLINGS a Bottle. 
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be very obfervable ; but fuch a degree of tendernefs is left 
on the parts affe£led, as often eflablifhes an habitual cough, 
which is rendered more troublefome or dangerous by every 
additional cold ; and which, looncr or later, caufes the 
death of the patient, unlefs that care be taken which is 
neceffaiy to prevent it.” 

The greateft care will not always prevent perfons catch- 
ing cold, no climate, age, fex or conflitution being exempt 
therefrom. As, therefore, neither regimen nor medicine 
can prevent the complaint, and as the negle&of a cold fre- 
quently brings on more lading and uifagreeable diforders, a 
few inflruCtions for removing it on the fir ft; attack may not 
be improper, particularly as the vulgar notion of fluffing 
a cold is the dirett contrary of what ought to be done. 

As foon as a perfon perceives that he hath taken cold, 
he fhould fa'crifice a little time to warmth and eafe, obferve 
a degree of abflinence from folid food, and abftain from 
all fpirituous and ftrong liquors. The diet fhould be light 
bread pudding, veal or chicken broth, panada, gruel, and 
fuch like. The fupper in particular fhould be light, as 
fmall poffet, water gruel, fweetened with fugar or treacle 
and fharpened with currant jelly ; or thofe who have been 
accudomed to generous liquors may take white wine whey 
in dead of gruel. The drink fhould be baurn or linfeed tea, 
fharpened with orange or lemon juice ; or barley water and 
liquorice, with fotne tamarinds dilfolved therein. The pa- 
tient ought to lie in bed longer than qfual, and encourage 
a moderate perfpiration towards the morning, which may 
readily be done by drinking a little warm tea, or other dilut- 
ing liquor, about an hour before the ufual time of riling. 

Bathing the feet in lukewarm water has a great effeft in 
Ihefe cafes ; but particular care fhould be taken that it is 
* not 
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not too warm (a point in which nurfes and thofe who have 
the care of the fick generally err) ; the warmth of new 
milk is quite fufficient, and in this the patient’s feet and 
legs fhould be immerfed for ten minutes, every other 
night before getting into bed. 

COUCHS are the moll violent effefts of colds, and ca- 
pable of bringing on the moflfcrious confequences : Inflam- 
mation of the lungs is excited by the perpetual aftion which 
is given to the chefl by coughing : and great injury is done 
thereby to the fine membrane which lines the paffage to 
the lungs, the cavity of the chefl;, and the lungs themfelves ; 
and the leaft inflammation happening to the pleura, or to the 
lungs, is much to be feared, may pave the way to confump- 
tion and death. — Particular care fhould therefore be taken 
to remove a cough in the firfl inflance, and when any 
medicine has not the effeft defiled in a very few days, the 
advice of an able phyfician fhould be had ; for depend 
upon it, that three parts of the confumptions which hap- 
pen, are occafioned by neglefling trifling coughs, as they 
are generally called. 

I f there be any degree of cough or hoarfenefs, a teafpoon- 
ful of the Balm of Arcadia fhould be taken every time it 
is troublcfome. 

HOOPING-COUGH. — This is fo well known, that a 
defeription of it would be totally unneceffary. It is gene- 
rally moll fatal to children under two years of age ; for, 
if older, they commonly fwallow the phlegm and then 
puke it up again. After three years it feldom proves 
fatal ; though in fome in fiances, wherein great weakneis 
attends and proper remedies are neglc£led, confumption 
follows and the patient is carried off. 
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The diet, in this complaint, fhould be eafy of digeftion. 
Where children have been weaned from the breaft, 
chicken broth, fago-gruel or other light fpoon meats arc 
proper ; and. the drink fhould be hyffop-tea, fweetened 
with fugar-candy. 

It is deemed favourable to the patient if a fit of cough- 
ing produces an inclination to vomit, as it cleanfes the 
flomach and greatly relieves the cough. This difeharge 
fhould, therefore, be promoted, according to the direftions 
given with the medicine. 

The inflruftions refpefting this diforder, given with 
each bottle of the Balm of Arcadia, are fo ample, that re- 
peating them heie would be ufelcfs, as it will be neceffary 
to adminillcr that remedy during the time of attending 
to thofe inflruftions. 

The Balm of Arcadia is fealed up in large fquare bottles, 
price five drillings each ; and the public may be affured, 
that the proprietor would not hazard his reputation by 
affixing his name to any medicine, the efficacy of which 
he had not experienced. 
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SPECIFIC for’sORE BREASTS, 

Place HALF-A-GUINEA a ror. 

To Ladies afflicted with Milk Sores, or Schirrous Tumours 
of the Breajl. 

A MONO the diforaers to which the female fex are 
peculiaily liable, few are attended with fo much 
uncertainty in the mode of cure as Sore Breads. Fevers, 
colds, or inattention, frequently occafion milk fores, and 
the common method of treating them is painful and tedious. 

Avoiding therefore thofe too often ineffectual and al- 
ways dreadful operations of the knife or caultic, this fpc- 
cific is recommended ; which hath, in general, proved a 
fafe, eafy, and fpeedy method of curing milk fores, as well 
as fchirrous tumours proceeding from other caufes, without 
any painful operation, having either difperfed or brought 
them to a proper degree of fuppuration, and afterwards 
healed them. 

CURES BY THIS SPECIFIC. 

A Lady at Papley, near Oundle in Northamptonfiiire, after 
having Jain in a fortnight, her bread: began to be inflamed apd 
painful ; every endeavour was made ufe of in order to repel it, but 
in vain ; matter was foon formed, and it was opened by a gentle- 
man of the faculty. During feven weeks tire fltuation of the pa- 
tient continued very precarious, being often flattered with the 
appearance of an approaching cure, and as often collecting again. 
By applying the Specific recommended in tills Pamphlet, (lie was 
perfectly cured in one month. 

Mrs. Hardiman, in the houfhold of the late Rev. the Dean of 
Ely, was alfiiCted with a Schirrous Tumour more than 12 months. 
She had applied to tiie molt eminent of the faculty, who informed 
her die could have no' relief, unlefs die would fubmit to have the 
tumour extracted by the knife. Being unwilling to fubmit to this 
opemraton, die was recommended to try the fafe and eafy method 

pr«(cribed 


> ( 58 ) 

■prefcrlbedbv Dr. Hodfon, and in three months was happily cured 
without any painful operation. — A Lady at Hilgay in Norfolk, re- 
commended by the clergyman of the parilh, was alio perfectly 
cured in a month, 

Mrs. Cole, wife of Mr. Cole, a gentleman farmer, at Boxworth 
in Camb ridge flti re, got cold in her lying in, which occalioned a 
violent inflamed Bread. She was attended by a furgeon from St. 
Ives, and another from Cambridge ; but receiving no relief, was 
recommended to the method above alluded to, and in live weeks 
was cured. 

The wife of a poor man recommended by Mr. Cole, was cured 
in a month of a very bad Bread. — Mrs. Ivatt, at Lolworth, cured 
of a very bad Milk Sore in about a month. — Mrs. Fitch, of Linton, 
cured of a Milk Sore, having lain-in about lix months. 

Mrs. Edwards, of Linton, was in one month cured of a Schir- 
rous Tumour in her bread, which had alilidled her nine months. — 
Mrs. Frod, of Chefterton near Cambridge, fafely cured of a bad 
Milk Sore, occafionedby a fever in her lying-in. — Mrs. Barwick, 
of Barnwell, cured of a Milk Sore in a month. — Mrs. Battle, of 
Feverlham, of three different Milk Sores. 

Mrs. Coulfon, in Cambridge, had a Sore Bread occafioned by 
a cold caught in lying-in. By this elegant method of treatment a 
fuppuration was promoted, and having cleared itfelf by a proper 
difeharge it was healed up, and a radical cure effected in a fhort 
time. 

Mrs. Briggs, of Cambridge, caught a violent cold by lying in 
a damp room. The diforder fell into her bread, and being im- 
properly treated, a Gangrene was the confequence, in which dread- 
ful date (he was put under proper care, and by this eafy method 
obtained a perfect cure in about feven weeks. 

*** This Specific is in the form of a delicate falve. 
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EGYPTIAN BALSA M, 

Price HALF-A-CROWN'a pot. 

i 

A fafe remedy for old Sores and Ulcers, Boil s, Blotches, cancer- 
ous and inflammatory Tumours, Whitlows, and particularly 
for extracting Thorns and Splinters. 

npHIS balfam is held in great eftimation in all the above 
caies, as it does not heal up in fuch a temporary man- 
'ncr that they break out in a fhort time, or upon the flight- 
ed accident happening to the part; but firft cleanfes it 
•thoroughly, and then cures gradually and radically. — .The 
compolition is fo innocent that it may be applied to the 
mod tender and weak conftitutions, even to an infant ; 
and the application fo eafy, that it requires very little 
trouble and no confinement. 

CURES BY THIS BALSAM, 

The fon of Mr. Jofeph Cole, of Upvvell, in Norfolk, (a boy 
about 14 years old) about Chrifhnas 1780, had a verv fevere fit of 
iicknefs which fell into his Legs, and they became full of Sores, 
having at leaft forty holes in them. Mr. Cole had beer, at a con- 
fiderable expence as well as trouble, in order to give his fon relief; 
and after many fruitlefs efforts, he applied to Mr. Chapman, of 
Downhain, for fome Egyptian Balfam ; in the ufe of this Mr Cole 
perfevered for two months, during which he applied 15 pots, and 
at the end of that time his fon’s legs were well. 

Left the above fhonld be thought an exaggerated account, I de- 
clare my fon had at leaft forty holes in his legs, and am willing to 
fatisfy any enquirer of the certainty of the facts mentioned. 

JOHN COLE. 
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To the Proprietor oj the Egyptian Half am. 

I confider it as duty that I owe to markind, to communicate the 
following extraordinary cure by the Egyptian Balfam, a remedy 
that is invaluable, and which I do mod ferioufly advife all perfons 
alike afflifled to have reccurfe to. The cafe was briefly as follows : 

“ My wife had been afflifted with an inveterate fetid Ulcer in 
her Leg, for about 30 years Handing, all which time I have paid 
fome fcore pounds to apothecaries, furgeons, See. for medicines 
and advice ; but the difeafed part baffled all their attempts, and 
they generally left her rather worfe than better. It is about two 
months fince, that feeing an advertifement of the Balfam in the 
Salifbury Journal, I advifed my wife to make a trial of it. A pot 
was procured from Meflrs. Collins and Johnfon, Salifburv, and 
the Balfam was applied as directed. In a few d reflings the wound, 
which was nearly five inches long, and more than one inch wide, 
deep, and very foul, became clean, put on a healthy appearance, 
and the inflammation greatly abated. We procured a fecond and 
a third pot, and it is with great joy and gratitude that I sow in«„ 
form you her leg is quite well, her ftrength increafed, and I thus 
voluntarily and unafked publifh this. Of the truth of this my 
wife is now a healthy witnefs. JOS. HUNT. 

Fording bridg e, Hants, 

March, 24, 1783. 


A Young Woman, fervant to a w idow lady in Cambridge, had 
been troubled with Sore Legs every Winter for feven years pad; 
file had been under the care of the fil'd furgeon in Cambridge, and 
had alfo been fome time in Addenbrooke’s Hofpital, but without 
effedl. In the winter of 178c, fheappl.ed the Egytian Balfam, at 
which time her legs were in a moft deplorable condition, being all 
over fores, and having feveral holes in them. The Balfam brought 
the fores to a proper degree of fuppuration, and having difeharged 
all the fetid matter, they were gradually healed, and were perfectly 
well in five weeks, in which ltate they have continued ever fince. 

Dr. 


Dr. HODSON’s FAMILY ELIXIR; 

O R, 

General Promoter of Health and Long Life . 

Price 58.51!. a Bottle. 

I T is well known, that the Chinefe have long been in 
fearch of an Immortal Elixir , or a remedy which fhould 
at lead reftore to them the longevity of the ancients; and 
although they have not acquired the full accomplish- 
ment thereof, yet their refearches have not been entirely 
in vain, as the prefent Difcovery fufficiently teftifies. 

This excellent remedy was a fecret in the family of an 
eminent foreign phyfician for many centuries; and hath 
been procured and improved by Dr. Hodfon, at a great 
expence and trouble. — The phyfician above alluded to 
died at the age of 144 years, in confequence of a fall from 
his horfe. His mother lived to the age of 107, his father 
112, and his grandfather to that of 130; and their lon- 
gevity was attributed to the conflant ufe of this Elixir, 
viz. by taking only 30 drops night and morning. 

Indeed there can be little doubt, but that by a conflant 
and regular ufe of this moll excellent cordial, mankind 
may be preferved many years in the enjoyment of a good 
flate of health.— It greatly reflores the flrength of the 
conflitution, recruits the animal fpirits, improves the na- 
tural fenfes, removes rheumatic pains, and carries off all 
thofe grofs humours from the ftomach whish caufe flatu- 
lencies and indigeflions. It purifies the blood, enlivens 
the circulation thereof, and keeps the body moderately 
laxative, without pain or violent irritation. — In fhort, it 
is the beft ftomachic medicine known, a prefervative 
againfl contagious diflempers, and may be adminiflered 
freely without danger. 
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Directions for ufmg this Elixir . 

As a general promoter of health and. long Life: — Take 2m 
drops, or a tea-fpoonful, of this Elixir, either alone, or 
in double the quantity of wine, tea, or water daily, an 
hour before breakfaft and an hour after fupper. 

For a regular purge : — Men of a robuft conftilution may 
take two table-fpoonfuls ; but women and delicate per- 
fons only one, either by itfelf, or in an equal quantity of 
tea, two hours after a light fupper. It will not operate 
till the next day, when it requires no other precaution 
than to eat nothing crude, acids nor fallads, and to keep 
moderately warm. 

In indigefions and after intemperance : — Take two table- 
fpoonfuls. 

In cholicky complaints : — Take one table-fpoonful of this 
Elixir in two of brandy ; and if the firft dofe has not the 
defired effeft, repeat it in half an hour. 

For the Worms : — Take three tea-fpoonfuls without any 
mixture, in the morning faffing, during eight days. 

In the Drop/}’ : — Take one table-fpoonful in a like quan- 
tity of mountain wine, in the morning faffing, for one 
month regularly. 

In female fuppreffions : — Take one table-fpoonful of this 
Elixir, in three of red wine, and walk half an hour after 
it before breakfaft, for three days together. 

In the ague: — Take one table-fpoonful, by itfelf or 
mixed with a little tea, juft before the fit, and go to bed. 
It frequently happens that one dofe is fufficient ; but it 
is very feldom more than three are neceflary ; though it 
will be prudent to repeat it a week after, in order to pre- 
vent a relapfe. 


Dr. 
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IMPERIAL OIL, , 

Price TWO SHILLINGS and EIGHT-PENCE a Bottle, 


This Oil is improved with Jo much fuccefs as to b: a fafe and 
certain remedy for all kinds of Sprains , Bruifes, Injuries from 
Blows and Falls , Hard Swellings, Chilblains, Weaknejfes and 
Rickets in Children, Contractions of the Limbs, Joints, and 
Sinews, Old Achs and Pains, Gout, and Rheumatic Pains. 
—It has alfo been found very efficacious in the cure of Cuts , 
and Chaps in the Hands j and a certain remedy for Burns 
and Scalds. 


A Sprain is an accident that often happens, and if great 
, occafions a painful lamenefs of the parts fora while, 
and frequently prevents the perfons fo affli£led following 
their occupations. By negle£ting what at firft feems a 
trifling ailment, it fometimes arifes that a dangerous malady 
proceeds from what might have been eafily removed by a 
timely application ; the recommending a proper remedy, 
therefore, for haftening the recovery of the /trained part 
to its natural ftate, cannot but be acceptable to the public, 
as well as of particular fcrvice to thofe who Hand in need 
of fuch a relief. 

The eflfe&s of a violent flrain, are fuch an extenlion of 
the tendons and veflels of the mufcles /trained, that they 
cannot contract themfelves to their-natural lengths ; and 
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the great elongation of them, (which deprives them of their 
contraflile power) leffens the diameter of their cavities, 
obftrufts the free courfe of the fluids through them, makes 
them fwell and become painful, and renders them inca- 
pable of their ufual fcrvices. — Thefe effc&s naturally lead 
us to conclude, that the mofl proper remedies are thofe 
applications which may belt attenuate their obftru&ed 
fluids, recover an cafy circulation of them, and fufficiently 
contraft the elongated veffels. Such a remedy will be 
found in the Imperial Oil, than which there has not been 
a medical difeoveryof more general utility to mankind for 
many years. Indeed it is now in fuch univerfal eftima- 
tion, as to render it almofl needlefs to fay anything con- 
cerning its merit. The many cures that have been ef- 
fected by its ufe, and the perfons of charafter who have 
granted the liberty of pubhfhing their names in recom- 
mending this valuable compofition, have damped its re- 
putation fuperior to any thing before offered to the public 
for fimilar purpofes ; and the very extraordinary demand 
for it, convinces the Proprietor lhat his labour and flu- 
clics have not been in vain. He is happy to find that 
the improvements he has made in this preparation have 
rendered it fo excellent a remedy for the cafes mentioned 
in the preceding page. 

CURES BY THE IMPERIAL OIL. 

Copy of a Letter from a Gentleman in the Country. 

One of my Children had a Sorenefs under the thick part of the 
Thigh, fuppofed to be hurt on horfeback. I had it well rubbed 
with your imperial Oil, but it inflamed it fo much that 1 fent for 
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a furgeon, who forbid the ufe of it, and recommended a poultice 
with ointment of elder, to prevent a fuppuration if podible The 
poultice was renewed thrice a day for ten days, when the furgeon 
laid it would certainly gather, for matter was already formed. 
Being very unwilling to fiibmit the child to the furgeon’s knife, 
and fearing he fhould be made a cripple, I would not fuller an j 
application to accelerate its coming to a head, but perlifted in the 
poultice and elder ointment. In a few days the forenefs (which 
was before fo extreme he could not walk, or bear the flighted 
touch of the finger) went off, and he could walk as well as ufual ; 
but there was a fubltance under his thigh as broad as your hand 
and as hard as a board. For this again I applied your Oil, and 
in a few d re. lings the fubflance leparated into lumps, which daily 
got lei's till they were quite reduced. 


The Imperial Oil I believe will hare ^ great run. I have given 
it to fome poor people w ho have hurt themfelves by falls, and it 
has completely cured theta. 

ROB. RAIKES. 

Gloucester. 


E. Statham, Newcaftle-ftreet, Shoreditch, in affilting a porter 
to remove fome furniture, bruifed her Foot, and fprained her 
Back fo as to render her incapable of continuing in the family 
where the was at fervice ; and being fent home flte was confined 
to her bed, not being able to ftir without pain. A friend pro- 
cured a bottle of the Imperial Oil, from which the foon found 
relief: the bruifes in her foot were cured, the pain in her back 
removed, and her ftrength greatly reftored. At the fame time 
/he applied this remedy to her W rills, having a weaknefs in them 
occasioned by a fprain received a long time before, and was fo 
fortunate as to find that perfectly cured. 
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Mrs. Nouridge, a widow woman -in Cambridge, aged 66 , 
fprained her Loins, by lifting a large wafhing trough. Her ad- 
vanced age made her fearful hat fhe fhould not procure any re- 
lief ; but being in extreme pain fhe was willing to try what eftedt 
the Imperial O 1 would have. From the ul'e of only one bottle 
file was perfectly cured. 


Mr. Alex. George, Fleet-ffreet, in the great froft 1784 , tum- 
bled down on the pavement, and bruifed his Knee, which oc- 
cafioned inflant lamenefs, and gave him excruciating pain ; but 
by the ufe of this medicine he was foon perfectly recovered. 


Extract of a Letter from Bath. 

The efficacy of your Imperial Oil has been proved in a re- 
markable inflance. James Harvey, fervant to Edward Van- 

burgh, Efq. in Brook-11 reet, having received a violent Sprain in 
his ancle, was confined to his room five weeks, and unable then 
to walk, notwithfianding during that time he had ufed numerous 
applications recommended by an eminent furgeon and others. 
He was then induced to apply the Imperial Oil, which in a fort- 
night perfectly cured him. 


William Badccck, groom to a gentleman of the Univerfity of 
Cambridge, received a Blow' from a Horfe, by which he was fo 
much injured as to be incapable of attending in the (table: Having 
before experienced the good effedls of the Imperial Oil, in curing 
him of a contraction in the finews, occalioned by draining him- 
felf in walking, he immediately made application for a bottle, by 
which lie was cured in a fliort time. 
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In January 1777, my father received a Hurt in his Shoulder, 
by a Fall from his horfe, which bruifed him terribly, and for 
which he could get no relief till the April following, when he 
applied the Imperial Oil. It is aftonifhir.g the almoft inftanta- 
neous fuccefs that attended this application, lie felt im mediate 
cafe, and in a few days was perfectly free from pain. 

One of my pupils on Friday laft had the misfortune to be 
thrown from a waggon, and was fo bruifed on one Arm that he 
was not able to ftir it himfelf, nor could he bear to have it 
touched without great pain. On Saturday morning I found him 
very bad; from the lhoulder to the wrift black, fuelled, and 
painful, nor could he ftir his arm the leaft in the world. I im- 
mediately applied your Imperial Oil, and in two hours he found 
himfelf better. By repeating it according to the directions, he 
was able to drefs himfelf and was at church on Sunday, at fchool 
on Monday, and is now well. 

C. H. 

Burton, July 6, 1779. 


A Child about 1 8 months old, received a Fall by which he was 
hurt in his Shoulder, and continued a long time in great agony ; 
I had the afliftance of a furgeon, whofe advice was followed, but 
without effect. The many cures I had feen advertifed of your 
Oil, prevailed on me to try it. It is with great fatisfafitlon 1 in- 
form you, that by the application of one Bottle only he was 
re iored ; but as the child was before this accident weak and 
ricketty, and as I perceived he gained ftrength from the Oil, I 
procured another tiottle, with which his joints were rubbed, ac- 
cording to the directions; and he is now quite flrong, hearty, and 
free from the rickets. 

A. M'PHERSON. 

Cambridge, OCt. iS, 1779. 
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Mr. James Chamber?, of W ha plead Drove, near Spalding, 
has a rel tion who was affl.Cted with a Hard Swelling on her 
Knee, as hard and callous a! mod as the tone ; fhe had all the 
advice In r c.rcum^ances would admit oi, but to no purpofe. Mr. 
Chambers applied for a bottle of tlie Imperial Oil, wh ch gave 
her great eafe ; he then applied for a fecond bottle, which aiected 
a compleat cure. 

JOHN ALBIN. 

Spalding, July 14, 1781. 


Edw. Newht, Cambridge, was hurt by Blows from a Horfe ; 
h's Shoulder was much bru fed, and he was in great agony : His 
iltuation cannot be deferibed, diffidently to do juflice to the me- 
dicine by which he was relieved. He was deft red to apply the 
Imperial Oil, and by a proper attention to the directions, he fooa 
received a compleat cure. 


William Newitt, brother to the above, had been for feveral 
days troubled with a Pa : n and Swelling in the Face, which at in- 
tervals threw him into the molt extreme agony. In one of theie 
agitations he fnatched up a bottle in which was a little of the im- 
perial Oil, on the application of which, warm, to the part aficCted, 
he received immediate eafe, and by continuing to ule it was loon 
perfectly cured. 


The relief adminiftered to Mr. John Dann, farmer, at Wording 
in SuflTex, by theufe of your Imperial Oil, under a violent fprained 
Knee, complicated with the Rheumatifm, induces him to make the 
following public, for the bcnelit of others : 

Having laboured three quarters of a year under the above com- 
plaint, to a degree that neceffitated him to ufe crutches, and having 
during that period, tried a variety of means under the direction of 
the mod able practitioners in that neighbourhood, without experi- 
encing the lead good effeCt, lie had recourfe to this Oil, w hich in a 
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few times applying, fo relieved him that he could walk without 
affiftance, and by contimfng its application to the end of the bottle, 
he had the happ nefs to find the ufe of his legs perfectly reftored to 
him, his pain totally removed, and the contraction fo effectually re- 
medied, that the joint remained perfectly llrong and aCtive as if no- 
thing had happened to it. 

Mr. Dann unsolicited gave me ocular demonftration of his cure, 
at the fame time authorifing me to u e his name; and added, that 
his brother Mr. G Dann, had received equal benefit from the Oil, 
under a fprained vvrift. 

Mr. Lampiere, plumber and glazier, purchafed a bottle of Im- 
perial Oil to apply to his fon’s Arm, that had been fprained by a fall* 
On alking him a few days after what advantage his fon had reaped 
from it, he repled, “ Cm ed to admiration! and only in thrice ufing.’* 

Lewes, March, 17S2. W. LEE. 

Mr. Jofeph Snafdale, farmer, at Wimbottiffiam, Norfolk, in the 
harveit of 17S0, being on a waggon loaded with barley, the horfe 
went fuddenly on, in confequence of which he fell off, and his flioulder 
pitched on the (hafts of the waggon, from which he fell to the 
ground. The hurt and bruifes he received, and the extreme agony 
which fuch an accident mull: occalion, may better be conceived than 
defcribed. He made ufe of the common noltrum in fuch cafes, viz. 
hot vinegar ; but it was in vain ; the next morning he was worfe, 
and therefore fent for a bottle of the Imperial Oil. It would be 
needlefs, after faying he applied it according to the directions, to 
add that he found relief; but the almo't instantaneous effeCt 
which it produced, he declares was aftonilhing. 1 he following day 
he was enabled to affiit again in the field, and was entirely cured by 
only one bottle. 


Eliz. Watfon, Cambridge, tumbled down ftairs, by which (he 
was terribly hurt ; her Leg being bent under her was much bruifed, 
her Ancle fprained, fwelled, black, and fhe was fcarce able to walk* 
She liad only one bottle and was by that perfectly cured. 
v 5 
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Mr. John Simpfon, of Darfingham near Lynn, in November 
J7S3, fp rained his Foot in coming down a ladder ; he neglected it 
till his finews became contracted, {welled, and his foot fo painful he 
could fcarcely walk. He purchafed a bottle of the Imperial Oil, 
and made the firfl application about fix o’clock in the evening; 
about tw elve his leg was fo exceedin ly painful he could get no reft, 
therefore got up and applied the Oil again, when he found the 
fwelling greatly abated, and by continuing the ufe of it, in three 
days he was perfectly cured. 


Two years ago I was feized with a fwelling in the right Leg, 
which at la!t increafed to a prodigious fize, and acquired fuch a 
degree of hardnefs as to occafion great pain, and rendered me inca- 
pable of following my trade, which is that of a baker, for more 
than three months ; after having ufed abundance of means to no 
purpofe but that of difburtheningmy pocket, I fortunately faw an 
advertifement of your Imperial Oil, and purchafed a bottle, by 
the ufe of which the {welling was foon abated ; in about a month’s 
time I w T as able to follow my employment, and by the blelfing of 
God have had no return of my complaint to this day. In juftice 
therefore to your incomparable Oil, and for the benefit of my fel- 
low fubjeCls, I defire you will make my cure public. 

Coventry, Aug. 23 , 17S1. RICHARD PHILIPS. 


On the 4th of February 1780, as Mr. Morley, ofWoodhall, 
Norfolk, was coming down a mill in that neighbourhood, a perfon 
in the infide fet the mill at work, w hen the cogs caught Mr. Mor- 
ley’s hand, which they mangled in a fhocking manner, his hand 
being almoft cut through ; in ftiort, it is impoflible to deferibe 
the havock it made with him, fo as to do juftice to the medicine 
by w hich he w'as relieved. He applied the Imperial Oil, and on 
Saturday called on Mr. Chapman of Downham (of w hom the me- 
dicine was purchafed) fhew ed him his hand, w hich w as quite well, 
and allured him this extraordinary cure was effected by only one 
bottle. 


Alice 
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Alice Cook, a poor Woman in Cambridge, fprained her Wrift 
Very much in wringing fome fheets fhe had been wafhing; her 
arm fwelled from her wrift to her fhoulder, was full of pain, and 
(lie continued in that fituation near a fortnight, without any aiTift- 
ance; when a gentleman, diftinguifhed for his humanity, hearing 
of her misfortune, fent her a bottle of the Imperial Oil, ordering 
her to ufe it according to the directions ; but this her circumftan- 
ces and occupation in a great meafure prevented ; file was under 
the neceftity of continuing her employment for a fiibliftence, 
though her arm was in confiant agony, and often obliged, after 
rubbing the affeCtcd part with this medicine, to go immediately to 
the wafh trough. However, notwithftanding all thefe difadvan- 
tages, and of being dabbling fometimes in hot, and fometimes in 
cold water, from the firft application of the Oil file found great 
relief. After applying it a fecond time (lie felt very little incon-. 
venience, and by that alone was perfectly cured.' 

Cambridge, Feb. 24, 1780. ALICE COOK, 


Oliver Cuttridge, of Chatteris in the Ifle of Ely, on the 24th of 
May received a Blow on the Stomach, by which he was much 
hurt ; it fettled under the right bread, and aiterwards under his. 
arm, at whicn time he was fo bad as to be fcarce able to breathe. 
He was recommended to ufe the Imperial Oil, and purchafed a 
bottle of Mr. Berridge of Chatteris, which had the dc fired effect. 


Charles Laurenfon, at Mr. Hurleftone’s, Cambridge, on the Srh 
of April, 1779, received a Sprain in his Wrift, which fuelled 
amazingly, and rendered him incapable of working. He continu- 
ed in this fituation till Saturday evening, when lie applied the im- 
perial Oil, and found almoft immediate rehef. On Monday morn- 
ing the fuelling was abated, and he was able to go to work. 

Having laboured under a pain of the Rheumatifm, which ren- 
dered me incapable of doing my bufmefs, but beui^ recommended 
to your Imperial Oil, by u.ing only a part ot the bottle you feat 

D 6 


l 


^ 72 ) 

me, foon found a great deal of eafe, and am perfectly recovered ; 
fo thought proper to let you know, and hope you will have the 
fame published. 

GEORGE BRUCE, Whittlesey. 


During the frefl in 1784, Rliz. Butler, Cambridge, in returning 
from the Great Bridge with fome firing, fell down and fprained 
lier Arm. She continued bad a month, at the end of which fhe 
applied this Oil, and was cured by one bottle. 


A Lady got cold in her lying-in, which fell into her knee and 
leg, fwelled them exceedingly, and gave her excruciating pain. I 
recommended the Imperial Oil, which (he tried, but thought the 
fir(t application increafed both the fwell ng and the pain. I en- 
couraged her, however, to perfevere, and had the fatisfaCtion to 
find that a fecond bottle wrought acompleat cure. 


Soon after the above, a friend happening to mention that his 
Wife buffered extremely with a Sore Leg, for which (he had been 
attended by a furgeon without effeCt, I told him of the above cafe, 
and begged flie might try the Imperial Oil. The find appl cation 
feemed to inflame the leg, and as theiewasa wound, the lady her- 
fe!f was afraid to ufe it again, till I afl'ured her there was no dan- 
ger, and perluaded her to repeat it. She did fo, and had only 
occafion for a fecond bottle, being now quite well, though for 
three months (he had been in continual pain. 


Ed. Howe, Cambridge, in knocking the (lock off a gun, acci- 
dently miffed it, and gave himfelf a violent blow on the cap of 
lits knee with the hammer, which occafioned inf ant lamenefs, in- 
fomuch that he could but juft make (hi ft to crawl about the home, 
with his knee quite (tiff ; he was not able to bend the joint, but 
was in. very great pain. He applied hot vinegar, but it had no 
effect j he then applied opodeldoc, but with as little fuccefs ae 
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(he vinegar. An acquaintance who came to his honfe in the even- 
ing advifed him to apply the Imperial Oil. Thi- happened on 
Saturday ; he applied the Oil that evening, and loon found re- 
lief; he continued it the next day ; and on Monday morning he 
walked eight miles, without finding any inconvenience from the 
blow. 


Mrs. Pedlev, of Cambridge, had a Sw elling in her Leg, which 
rendered her u: able to walk; Augult 15, 1781, her Leg wa* 
lwelled to fuch a degree, and in fuch violent pain, that it con- 
fined her to her bed the whole day. She obtained a bottle of this 
Oil, the effects of which were, that by the following Sunday fhe 
was quite well. — Wm. Catley, brewer’s fervant, in Cambridge, 
fell off a cart with a fack of grains, and hurt his Loins. He wa« 
cured by one bottle of the Oil only. 


Mrs. Williamfon, Cambridge, flipped down a cellar window, 
and hurt herfelf with the iron bars belonging thereto ; her leg and 
thigh were bruifed very much, appeared very black, were much 
fwelled, and fhe w as rendered fo lame, that it was with the utmoft 
difficulty the walked fo far as to procure a bottle of the Imperial 
Oil ; by which fhe was in a few days perfedtly recovered. 


Andrew Cockle, of Barnwell near Cambridge, received a vio- 
lent Hurt on his Hand, which was much fwelled, and he was 
afraid would render him incapable of following his bufincfs; but 
by the ufe of one bottle of this Oil he was perfectly cured. 


A perfon near St. Ives would beg the favottr of you to infert 
the following among your lilt of cures, and defired me to write 
to you. A. THOMAS. 

Sr. Ives, May 22, 1791. 


** Having 
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Having received very great benefit by the ufe of the Imperial 
Oil, I would beg this inferted for the ufe of others : — I was at- 
tacked with a Swelling as large as an egg on the Shoulder Bone; 
had the advice of the faculty without effect ; but was perieCtly 
cured by one bottle of the Imperial Oil, and never had a re- 
turn fince.” 

But the Excellency of the Imperial Oil is not confined 
to the Human Species alone : It is found by experience, 
to be of infinite fervice for Ilorfes that have their backs 
galled with the faddle, are wrung in the withers, or 
{trained in the back finews, as well as for old fprains, 
wind galls, cracked or lwelled heels, &c. 

A Clergyman in Hertfordfhire (who has given the Proprietor 
liberty to refer any candid enquirer to him) had a favourite mare 
which had been turned up three years, being lame with a flip in 
the flioulder, and was afterwards cured by the ufe of this Oil. 

Dr. Hodson having made the improvement of this 
remedy his fludy for many years, has now brought it to 
the higheft degree of perfection ; and to prevent, as much 
as poffible, the public from being impofed upon, he re- 
quefts thofe who have occafion to make ufe of his medi- 
dicine to obferve, That the Imperial Oil is in fquare 
glafs bottles, with Imperial Oil, prepared by Dr. 
Hodson, London, moulded thereon. Each bottle fealed 
with the cypher J. H. in red wax. Price 2 s. 8d. 

*„.* lull Directions are fea'ed up with each bottle. 

(£T It is earneftly requefted that thofe who have oc- 
cafion to ufe the Imperial Oil will be very particular in 
obferving the directions; which are remarkably fhort, the 
medicine perfectly l'afe, trie application exceedingly eafy j 
and a fpeedy cure will generally be quite certain. 


NATURE’S ASSISTANT 


PART III. 


To the AjjliEled with the Venereal Difeafe. 

TT would be of little fervice to a patient afflifted with 
"*■ this complaint, to know the various opinions of au- 
thors concerning the origin of it, and the exaft time of 
its appearance in Europe. It is of much more confequence 
for him to afcertain when he has received the infe&ion ; 
and if fo, the method he ought to purlue, in order to obtain 
a fafe and perfeft cure ; for few, very few , whether of the 
faculty or otherwife, are fo happy in the management of 
the Lues Venerea as it could be wifhed. — Waving, therefore, 
all ufclefs introdu&ion, it is intended only to point out the 
various modes by which it may be contrafted, the fymp- 
toms by which a perfon may be convinced of having re- 
ceived the infe£lion, the danger of improper treatment, 
and a fafe, eafy, and certain mode of obtaining a cure. 

Technical terms will be avoided as much as poflible, 
and every neceflary information delivered in the moll 
plain and concife language ; this little tra£l being in- 
tended for the inltru&ion of the ignorant, and not for th* 
criticiling eve of the learned. 

There is not, perhaps, amongfl all the difeafcs to which 
human nature is fubjeft, any attended with more difmal 
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eonfequenecs than the venereal ; and to add to Its own at- 
tendant calamities, there is not any that has experienced 
worfe treatment; the patient, in many cafes, differing 
more from the ignorance of the praftitioner, than from the 
malignity of the difeafe, whilft the unhappy objeft of its 
ragefeldom obtains even the companion of his fellow mor- 
tals, fince his fufferings are generally fuppofed to arife 
from the gratification of lud and inordinate paffions. 

The mod common way of contracting this complaint be- 
ing by coition, has affixed an idea of criminality on thofe 
infefted with it, which frequently renders difguife necef- 
fary, and obliges the unfortunate patient to conceal his 
fituation too long, or make application to thofe ignorant 
perfons who promife a fpeedy and fccret cure ; but who in 
reality only fix the difeafe deeper in the fyftem, and by 
hallily removing the vtjible fymptoms, make that a con- 
firmed cafe, and fometimes an incurable malady, which 
was at firft only a flight infeCtion. It is fcarce poflible for 
even the firfl flage of this difeafe to be cured effe&ually 
and fpeedily at the fame time ; thofe patients are deceived 
therefore who are taught to believe it. “ Two or three 
weeks (fays an eminent phyfician) and fometimes five or 
fix, are neceffary to carry off a gonorrhoea, even by the 
mod proper treatment for the time neceffary to eradi- 
cate the infeftion depends upon fuch a variety of circum* 
dances that it is impoflible to fix any precife period. 

It is much to be lamented, however, that difguife in 
this cafe fhould be fo often found neceffary, not only as 
it renders a cure more difficult, but becaufe the difeafe 
may be communicated to the innocent as well as to the 
guilty, as will prefently be fhewn. 
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Of the Venereal Infection, 

Notwithstanding the variety of treatifes which hav* 
been pubiifhed on this fubj.-ft, no more is known con- 
cerning the nature of the venereal poifon, than about that 
of the fmall-pox, or any other contagion. It has not yet 
been difeovered, whether the poifon has different degrees 
of acrimony and volatility, or whether it is always the 
fame in its nature, varying only with regard to the parti- 
cular part to which it is applied, or according to the dif- 
ferent habit or conftitution of the pcrlon who receives the 
infection. 

How long the venereal poifon may lurk in the body 
before it produces any fenlible effe£ts, is a matter of equal 
uncertainty. There are few pra&itioners but muff have 
obferved inftances of its remaining dormant for weeks 
©r even months; nay fome have aflerted it to have broke 
out with unequivocal fymptoms after remaining harmlefs 
for half a year. Thefe, however, are rare inftances, as 
in general the firft fymptoms appear on the fecond, third, 
©r fifth day after impure coition. 

Whilft mankind in general are eafily affefled by this 
poifon, there are fome few who feem to be altogether un- 
fufceptible of the contagion, and who run every rifk 
without fuffering in the fmalleft degree. Some are mors 
liable to be infe&ed than others, feemingly of the famo 
habit ; and tliofe who have been once infefted, appear to 
be more liable to catch t lie diforder a fecond time, than 
thofe who never were infcfled before. The fame difference 
is obfervable in the progrefs made by the difeafe after the 
patient is infefted. In fome the progrefs is flow, and the 
difeafe appears fcarcely to gain any ground, while in others 
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it advances with the utmoft rapidity, and foon produces 
the moil terrible fymptoms. 

Two caufes, indeed, might be afligned for the mildnefs 
or malignancy of the fymptoms, viz. the conftitution of 
the perfon receiving the infe&ion, and the virulency of 
the virus received. Perfons who have been ufed to live 
regular and of a good habit, one might fuppofe would be 
fubjeft to fewer as well as milder fymptoms, than thofe 
whofe fluids are in a grofs and corrupt ftate ; but this not 
being always the cafe, we may conclude that in fuch pa- 
tients, a feverity of fymptoms is occalioned by the malig- 
nancy of the venom received, which is fometimes of fo 
corrofive a nature, as to penetrate immediately into all 
parts wherever it comes. 

Of Communicating the Difeafe. 

This complaint differ s indeed from moft others, be- 
eaufe that they , both acute and chronical, may arife from 
air, diet, violent exercife, fedentary life, &c. whilft this 
muft be contra&ed by familiar communication ; and though 
an abufe or regulation of the non-naturals will exafperate 
or moderate the fymptoms, yet it is not in the power of 
them to produce the diftemper. The venereal matter muft 
be applied in a fluid ftate, either to a wound, ulcer, or 
fome part where the mucus is very foft, as in the parts of 
generation, &c. but it may be communicated different 
ways, as experience has fufficiemly evinced. All the 
inodes of communication may, however, be ranked under 
the following heads : 

l. By coition of an healthy perfon with another who 
is infc&ed with a gonorrhoea, or ulcers on the genitals. 

2. By 
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2. By the coition of an healthy perfon with one ap- 
parently in perfect health, but in whofe genitals the poifon 
lies concealed, without having yet produced any bad fymp- 
toms. So that a perfon who has, perhaps, received an in- 
feftion two or three days before any fymptoms appear, 
may, during that time, and often does, infeft another, 
without knowing themfelves to have the difeafe. 

3. By fucking, in which cafe the nipples of the wet 
nurfe may be infe£led by venereal ulcers in the mouth of 
the child; or the nipples of the nurfe being infefted, will 
occafion venereal ulcers in the child’s mouth, nofe, or lips. 

4. By any part of the body, whether covered by the 
cuticle or not, being expofed to the contaft of the venereal 
poifon; by killing, touching, &c. efpecially if the -parts lo 
expofed have been previoufly excoriated, wounded, or uU 

- cerated, by any caufe whatever. From this caule venereal 
ulcers frequently arife in the ferotum or thighs; and there 
are fome well attelled in (lances where the infeftion took 
place in the hands of furgeons and midwives. Ihey have 
likewife been produced in the noftrils, eyelids, and lips of 
perfons who have touched the genitals either of themfelves 
or others, affe&ed with the difeafe, and then rubbed their 
noftrils, &c. with their fingers, without previoufly walking 
their hands. By laying in the fame bed with a perfon in- 
fe£led, who hath venereal eruptions on the (kin, the difeafe 
may likewife be contracted, the warmth of thebody opening 
the pores, and the infefled matter being thereby abforbed. 

5. By wounding anv part of the body with a lancet or 

knife infetted with the venereal virus. Van Swieten 

relates feveral inftances of the Lues being communicated 
by carelelfnefs in cleaning the inftrument ufed in bleeding 
or fcarification. 


6 . Children, 
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6 . Children may likewife be hereditarily affl’&ed ; that 
is, receive the infection from the:r parents; in which cafe 
they arc Comet imes born with inflammations of the (kin, 
&c. but though theic fhould be no appearance for (ome 
days, vet in about a week, eruptions, with btownifh (pots 
or fcabs, degenerating into ulcers, arife about the’ mouth, 
»ofe, forehead, head, and often over the whole body. 

It mud be allowed that the diforder generally difeovers 
itfelf fii ft in thofe parts by which the infeftion was receiv- 
ed ; fo that if the mouth or lips are fil'd afle&ed, it is' to be 
fuppofedthe virus was received by killing, or (if an infant) 
by fucking a difordered nurfe, &c. &c. 

But the following is, perhaps, one of the moft extraor- 
dinary inftanccs upon record, of the propagation of this 
dreadful malady: “ On the sad of April, 1785, a young 
child belonging to Wm. Paifons, on Milford-Hill, Salif-* 
bury, died of the lues venerea, after a lingering illnefs. It 
appears that in the abfence of its patents, it had frequently 
been intruded to the care of an old blind woman, who 
fufFercd it to pafs into the hands of an unhappy female 
labouring under that didemper, and who unintentionally 
communicated the infc&ion by means of chewing JbmC 
victuals for it.” 

A very remarkable indance will be found amongft the 
cafes hereafter inferted, of a perfon receiving the infection 
from the feat of a privy. 

Various therefore are the ways by which this contagion 
may be contra&ed; however, the mod frequent mode 
being by unlawful embraces, and confequently the fyrnp- 
toms more generally arifing about the genitals, it will be 
proper to dwell a little upon the defeription of the three 
different dages of the diiealc, and its various fymptoms. 

Tire 
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The firft is, that while the difordermay be deemed doubt* 
ful, or when, from the fymptoms abating, by the applica- 
tion of emollients and a cooling regimen, it is evidently 
not venereal. 

The fecond ftage is when the fymptoms may fairly be 
pronounced venereal, and yet deemed local. 

And the third is the confirmed Lucs, when the virus 
being a&ually received into the blood, mixes with the 
feveral fecretions, and circulating through every pait, 
taints the whole habit. 

Of the JtrJl , or Gonorrhoea Stage . 

Although, i:i the prefent ftage a virnlent running is 
one of the mofl frequent circumltances to be met with in 
pra&ice, and few perfons are infefted but what perceive 
this to be one of the firft fymptoms of infeftion, yet the 
fame indications and confequences are not always the effe£l 
thereof. For in many cafes, gentle cooling medicines, an 
emollient bath, and a fimple injection will carry off the 
infection in a few days, whilft in others, it frequently 
happens that the inflammation increafes, more alarming 
fymptoms appear in a little time, notwithfhanding the ap- 
plication of cooling medicines; and if the running be 
checked by injeftion, or from any accidental caufe, before 
the infe£tion is totally fubdued, a fwelling of the teflicles, 
a bubo, or fome other alarming attendant is produced. It 
is, therefore, very evident, that all cafes of gonorrhoea are 
not venereal. It has, indeed, been but too common a prac- 
tice to treat all cafes as venereal , wherever a gonorrhoea has 
been the prevailing fymptom; whereas there are, ftriftly 
fpcaking, three kinds of gonorrhoea, viz. 1. The fimple 
or benign gonorrhoea, whi^h will be treated of hereafter; 

2. Th» 
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2. The virulent gonorrhoea, or clap, not venereal ; and 3. 
The venereal gonorrhoea, properly fo called. 

It appears to be owing, in a great meafure, to the want of 
making a proper diftin&ion between the two lall-mentioned 
fpecies, that fo much harm iiath been done by the admini- 
ftration of Mercury ; which (however fuccefsfully em- 
ployed in the chancre, or fecond llagc of the venereal dif- 
eafel is very improper in this Itage, and in the virulent 
gonorrhoea not venereal, is manifeftly injurious. Perhaps 
no criterion is yet difeovered whereby to alcertain, on its 
JirJl appearance, whether this difeharge is to be pronounced 
a virulent or a venereal gonorrhoea ; therefoie in what is 
here called the fi r ft, or gonorrhoea ftage, are included not 
only that which is ftri&ly venereal, and which is fucceeded 
or accompanied by chancres, &c. but alfo the gonorrhoea 
virulenta, where no fuch fymptoms fucceed; or in fhort, > 
all the different fpecies of this difeafe which are communi- 
cated by a found perfon having connection with an infect- 
ed one, and in which the firft fymptom is a difeharge from 
the urethra. Becaufe in the firft place, there is no certain 
mode of diftin&ion ; 2dly, they all arife from the fame 
apparent caufe, viz. impure coition ; and laftly, the fame 
mode of treatment is neceffary, even if it be venereal, in 
this ftage of the diforder. 

SYMPTOMS. — The Virulent Gonorrhoea appears 
fometimes within fix hours, and at other times perhaps 
not till four, five, eight, or ten days after infe&ion ; and 
inftances have been known of months elapfing before any 
fymptoms appeared ; the quicker or flower progrefsof the 
virus may naturally be fuppofed, therefore, to have great 
dependence on the a&ivity of the received miafma, or the 
patient’s habit of body, or perhaps both. 
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The fird ohfervablc fymptom is generally an agreeable 
fenfation in the whole or grcated part of the urinary paf. 
fage ; probably no difcharge is then obfervable ; but an 
itching, with a fmall degree of pain in the genitals, gene- 
rally precedes a running, which diddling from the urethra 
occafions a fmall degree of titillation, particularly at the 
time of making water. In the mod favourable degree of 
infe&ion the fpots on the linen appear of a kind of water- 
colour : as the diforder advances frcfli fymptoms arifc, and 
the former ones become more violent ; the running gra- 
dually changes both in colour and confidence, and be- 
comes yellow, greenidi, andfometimes dreaked with blood. 
There is an inflammation and fwelling about the orifice of 
the urethra; the eredion becomes painful, involuntary, 
more frequent and lading than when natural, and mod 
troublefome when the patient is warm in bed. All the 
fymptoms become more intenfe as the diforder arrives to- 
wards its height : The heat of urine is fo extremely acute, 
that the patient dreads making water, though he feels a 
condant defire for it, and yet it is rendered but by a few 
drops, and that with the greated difficulty. — Heat, pain, 
and a fenfe of fullnefs is felt about the feat ; the running 
is fharp and plentiful ; and it is accompanied, perhaps, by 
fwelled tedicles, or fome of the following fymptoms : 

Phymofis , which is a condridion of the prepuce over the 
glans, that prevents its being drawn backwards. 

Paraphymofis, on the contrary, is when the prepuce is 
conftrided behind the glans, and cannot be brought 
forward. 

Chordee. is a painful contradion of the under part of the 
penis at the time of eredion, and then only, the fenfation 
being as if it was pulled down with a cord. 


Buboes. 
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Buboes, The general feat of thefe fwellings or tumours 
is in the groin. In the beginning the patient feels a ftiff- 
nefs in the groin, particularly in walking ; the fwellings 
at length appear, which are fore if touched, hard, and gra- 
dually increafing, become painful and inflamed ; the 
{hape of a bubo is round or oblong, and its lize various, 
fometimes as large as an egg, and fometimes confiderably 
larger. 

Venereal buboes are of two kinds; fometimes they arife 
folely from the contagion palling diie&ly to the affe&cd 
gland, and there fixing itfelf. From the difeharge being 
too fmall, or the unfeafonable application of fLyptic and 
aftringent inje&ions, whereby the virus which ought to 
have been difeharged by a gleet is injudicioufly fuppreffed, 
a bubo often arifes, and is then a fymptomatical difeafe ; 
but if it arifes without any late infetlion, it is then a hgn > 
of a confirmed lues, of which more hereafter. _ 

The above fymptoms, although generally fuppofed to b* 
evident marks of a venereal infe&ion, are, neverthelefs, 
fometimes doubtful, for they may all arife from a vitulent 
gonorrhoea, not venereal. 

Females may fometimes miflake the firfl appearance of 
this diforder for the fluor albus ; but in the latter the dif- 
eharge is much greater, nor is it often attended with that 
heat, fmart, and inflammation, experienced in venereal calcs. 

INSTRUCTIONS. -—Some people inveigh ftrongly 
againft the parade, as they falfely term it, of application for 
advice in thefe cafes. But he only betrays his ignorance 
who a Herts that the moll copious general Inftruftions may 
not in particular in fiances require fome alteration ; and he 
mull be a bigot indeed, as well as dellitutc of at leall all 
practical knowledge, who believes any medicine to be fo 
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perfectly efficacious in itfclf, that its operation cannot 
receive any affiflance from the experience of a judicious 
practitioner. 

However, as immediate perfonal application is not al- 
ways either convenient or agreeable, it may be proper to 
add a few inflruClions for thofe not fufficiently acquainted 
with the proper mode of conducting themfelves after in- 
feCtion ; for although the elegant medicine herein recom- 
mended generally removes the moft difagreeable fymptoms 
without any other application, yet proper mcafures may 
be taken to prevent the rapidity of the malady, before it 
may be convenient to obtain that remedy ; and as private 
interefl ought always in fome degree to give way to ge- 
neral utility, it is the Proprietor’s wiffi to put every pa- 
tient to as little cxpence as poffible, by giving him every 
information that may haflen a cure. 

And firfl it will be neceffiiry to caution the reader againft 
applying ftyptic injcClions to check the running ; for if 
the difeharge be imprudently flopped before the infeClion 
be carried off by medicines, which cleanfe the parts and 
evacuate the poifon, a confirmed cafe will be the confc- 
quence. 

“ It is but fair to acknowledge (fays an eminent writer) 
that where there is virulence in a gonorrhoea, our art 
cannot cure it fpeedily and tJfcElually at the fame time. 
Therefore the patient ought not to cxpeCt, nor the phy- 
fician to promife it.” There is danger of the diforder be- 
ing carried into the habit by ever)' thing which flops the 
difeharge before the infeClion be removed ; and this flop- 
page may be occafioned by violent exercife of any kind, 
hard labour, flrong purging, catching cold, or a fever 
fit, while under a courfe of phyfic. 
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To expedite the cure is to allay the inflammation, ap- 
peafe the heat of urine, foften the juices, and lubricate 
the paflage of the urethra. For this purpofe as foori as a 
perfon has reafon to fufpefl himfelf infe&ed, and has not 
convenience to apply for advice or proper remedies, he 
fhould ftriftly obferve a cooling regimen, avoid all high 
feafoned or faltcd provifions ; he fhould drink plentifully 
of barley-water, milk and water, whey, linfeedtea, &c. take 
care of cold, beware of venereal enjoyments, and avoid 
all violent exercifc. He fhould keep his body gently open, 
but by all means avoid ftrong draftic purges. A little 
cream of tartar will fometimes anfwcr the purpofe; or he 
may fend to the apothecary for the following : 

Take Lenitive Electuary, one ounce 

Jalap and Rhubarb, of each two fcruples 

Nitre, four fcruples 

Simple Syrup, q. f. for an electuary. 

Of this he may take about the fize of a nutmeg, once, 
twice, or thrice a day, as he finds it neceiTary to keep his 
body laxative. By thefc means he will be better prepared 
for the operation of proper remedies. 

On the fir ft fymptoms of inflammation, he fhould get 
milk and water of a moderate warmth, in a half pint or 
pint ftone velfel, and foak the penis well in it two or three 
times a day, efpecially at night ; and after each foaking if 
he perceives any particular inflammation, he fhould theie 
apply a little elder ointment, which he may get at any 
druggilt’s or apothecary’s. It will alfo be of infinite fer- 
vice if a little milk and water or linfeed tea be injefled up 
the' urethra (or urinary paiiage) at the fame time. 

If this method be obferved on the firlt appearance of any 
inflammatory fymptom, it will greatly leflen the virulence 
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®f the complaint, and confequently render a cure more 
eafily to be obtained. 

Thofe whofe (ituations will not permit them to get milk, 
mufb ufe water only, but it mult be warm.-— Females 
fhould get a fponge, and bathe and foment the part well. 

It fotnetimes happens that the fharpnefs of urine is very 
great, and the patient willies for lomething to alleviate it 
Ipeedily: In this cafe 

Take Gum Arabic one ounce 

Sal Prunella halfan ounce. 

Difiolve this in three pints of barley water, and drink it in 
the courfe of twenty-four hours, io long as the fealding 
continues; or if an cleftuary fhould be preferred, 

Take Lenitive Ele&uary one ounce and a half 
Purified Nitre powdered, half an ounce 
Compound Powder of Tragacanth one ounce and a half 
Syrup of Marlhmallows, q. f. for an eleftuary. 

Of this take the fize of a large nutmeg at ten and four 
o’clock every day, and drink plentifully of barley water, 
milk and water, marfhmallow or linfeed tea ; any of which 
will tend to diffolve the falts of the urine, cool its burning 
quality, and thereby remove that painful fenfation. 

Should thefe not be found fufficient to anfwer the inten- 
tion, tile following fomentation will be proper, efpecially 
if the patient is troubled with a chordee : 

Take Elder and Chamomile Flowers, of each half an ounce 
Marfhmallow Leaves a handful 
Linfeed half an ounce. 

Boil thefe ingredients in three pints of water till reduced, 
to a quart, then flrain it off and foment the part well with 
it two or three times a day. 

In cafe of llranguary, 


E 3 


Take 


( 88 ) 

Take Gum Arab. Powder 

Crem. Tart, of each equal parts. 

Mix them and take a tea-fpoon full two or three times a 
day in a little water. 

During the continuance of any of the above fymptoms, 
the patient fhould be careful to avoid every thing that may 
increafe the inflammation, as riding, over walking, eating 
or drinking any thing high-feafoned or fpirituous. 

In all flagcs and in every fymptom, cleanlincfs of the 
parts is to b c particularly obferved ; and in cafe of Phy- 
mofls, a fy-ringe mull be introduced between the forefkin 
and nut, fo as frequently to injeft a little milk and water. 

The patient fhould be particularly careful againft flop- 
ping to evacuate urine in the open air; for although this 
is apparently of little flgnilication, it is not uncommon for 
the cold air to occafion a fudden check to the running, and 
a bubo or fwcllcd tefliclc to be the confequence, 

By 7 all means avoid all fuch remedies as are promifed to 
flop the running immediately. It isufual with many prac- 
titioners to apply aflringent injeflions; but whenever the 
difeharge is unfeafonably reflraincd, and the virulent mat- 
ter thereby blocked up, before the infection is totally car- 
ried off by med : cines that clcanfc the parts and evacuate 
the poifbn, a confirmed litfs will certainly be the confe- 
quence ; for reafon alone f efficiently points out, that if hu- 
mours flow to any particular part and find no paffage for 
their running off. they muft fwell the parts more; there- 
fore flopping fluxes ought to be- one of the lafl intentions 
put n execution, and a venereal gonorrhoea ought never 
to be flopped till proper revulfions are made and correc- 
tives have preceded; then, and then only corroborants may 
be applied. 


A cele- 


A celebrated writer on this fubjeCt defines the venereal 
virus to be “an extremely fine, volatile, faline fluid, fub- 
tile, attractive, corrofive, and very penetrating.” No one, 
perhaps, will queftion the truth of this definition. Now 
it may eafilv be conceived how readily a fluid of this 
nature is abforbed through the pores of fuch a foft and 
fcnfible part as the penis, during the local heat in the aCt 
of coition. It is natural to fuppofe that as the heat abates, 
the pores gradually clofe, and by that means fhut up this 
infeCtious fluid. The human body being fo framed as to 
have a general tendency to throw ofF whatever is injurious 
to health, it is the duly of a medical practitioner to obferve 
which way Nature points, and to ajjifl inftcad of counter - 
acting her intentions. 

It may, therefore, juflly be afkcd, whether it be prudent 
to interrupt the progrefs of Nature in her intentions of the 
virulent gonorrhoea? — If before the heat in coitu be totally 
abated, and the pores clofed, a proper detergent was made 
ufe of, experience proves that infeCtion might be pre- 
vented; but after the virus has been abforbed, and Nature 
has fhewn which way fhe wifhes to free herfelf, it is cer- 
tainly wrong to counteraft her. This is further confirmed 
by confidering that in the fpecies of infeCtion where there 
is no difeharge, a cure is always more difficult ; and alfo 
that if the difeharge be too fmall, a bubo is generally the 
confequence. 

It is not here to be underftood, as objecting to all kinds 
of injeCtion whatever, for it is not the mode , but the com- 
pofition and premature ufe thereof, that is cenfured. In- 
jections are proper : Even in the moit inflammatory ftate 
emollient and anodyne ones are ufeful ; and it frequently 
happens that a gleet will remain, after the moft judicious 
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treatment, which can only be ftopt by an adringent in- 
jection. 

An attention to thefe particulars in order to abate or 
leilen the local fymptoms, and at tlie fame time taking 
regularly the Parisian Vegetable Syrup, in order to era- 
d’cate the infection, will, if taken at an early period, 
generally put a check to the difeafe in this ftage; but it 
commonly happens to patients who have been repeatedly 
infefted with this difordei, that a gleet will remain even 
after the mod proper treatment : It is therefore of the ut~ 
mod confeqaence for the patient to be affured of the 
venereal virus being eradicated. For this purpofe the 
following are recommended as the mod certain methods : 

When the matter of the running is foft and well di- 
geded; when the inflammation, fmart of urine, and fhoot* 
ing pains are entirely fubdued ; when the penis is fo free 
from all pain that it will bear to be fqueezed, handled, or 
the glans griped, without any complaint of forenefs, more 
than is ufual from roughly handling that member; when 
the patient is free from involuntary erections, and the 
matter is tenacious and ropy; and above all, if there are 
the appearance of little threads of matter rcfembling ver- 
micelli floating in the urine as foon as made, or the dains 
on the linen become of fmall extent, not bigger than a 
pea, the gleet may fafely be fuppreffed by a mild injec- 
tion. 


Of the Second , or Chancre Stage. 

If the diforder be what is termed a virulent gonorrhoea 
nut venereal, it will mod affuredly be carried off by the 
mode of treatment already preferibed, without any further 
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fymptoms arifrfrg ; but if it be a venereal gonorrhoea, it will 
lomctimes happen, that after an increaiing inflammatory 
Hate of fomc days, fecondary fymptoms will appear. 

It will be urged that a chancre is frequently the jirjl to- 
ken to a patient of his having received the infeftion, and 
in that cafe, cannot be called the ftcond flage. This mult 
be granted ; but it is here called the fecond flage, becaufe, it 
is in general preceded by an inflammation and difeharge. 
It is likewife a criterion whereby to determine the difeafe 
to be venereal, and to judge of the propriety and neceflity 
of adminiflering mercury, which can never fafely be don« 
if there arc none of the fecondary fymptoms. 

It will be proper, however, before entering into the 
particulars of this flage, to obferve, that during a courfe of 
the Vegetable Syrup, the ufc of mercury is not deemed 
necejfa^y ; but as this Treatife is written for general ufe, and 
will therefore probably fall into the hands of many who 
may either not have the opportunity of procuring tha 
Syrup, or elfebe prepoflefled in favour of the fpecific qua- 
lity of mercury, this work would not have been thought 
fufficicntly perfeft and ufeful, unlefs fuch perfons were in- 
flru£led houi and when to apply that remedy with propriety 
and fafety. 

SYMPTOMS and INSTRUCTION S .- — Chancres 
appear at firfl like a little eryfipelatous inflammation, with 
itching. They refernble the ulcers in the mouth, com- 
monly known by the name of cankers', and though they 
may appear on any part of the body, are moflly on or near 
the pubes: There arif’e from the inflammation little red 
pimples, filled with a tranfparent fluid, fometimes becom- 
ing white; upon thefe breaking, fmall fpreading flubborn 
ulcers are formed, which are painful, inflamed, fore, 'and 
£ 4 unequal. 
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unequal at the bottom, with hard afh-colourcd edges, co- 
vered with whitifh floughs. Chancres denote the vene- 
real infe&ion to be very virulent, efpccially if they appear 
within a few days after coition. 

Chancres, as well as ulcers of all kinds, fhould be kept 
clean by wafhing frequently in milk and water. If the 
difcharge from the urethra be little or none, thefe fhould 
not be healed up too haftily ; but if they remain obfb’natc 
and the edges become callous, fprinkle a little red precipi- 
tate thereon after wafhing, and apply a little dry lint. 

Chryjlallin.es are fmall thin bladders, filled with a clear 
tranfparent liquor, and are lodged on the prepuce. The 
fluid being let out, they are feldom attended with any dif- 
agreeable confequences. 

Bubo . — This fyrnptom will arife in eVery ftage of the dif- 
order. They feldom happen any where but in the groin ; 
yet circumftances have been known of their arifing in the 
arm pits. They generally tend very flowly to fuppuration ; 
it is therefore the bell method to endeavour at difperfing 
them, which may eafily be done if taken at the beginning, 
and before they are attended with great heat, pain, and 
puliation. For this purpofe, befides taking the Vegetable 
Syrup regular, the firfl or fecond evening after their ap- 
pearance, the patient fhould take a fmart vomit : The fol- 
lowing, perhaps, is the beft adapted for this occafion : 

Take Powder of Ipecacuhana one fcruple, 

Emetic Tartar one grain. 

Mix it up in a tea-cup of water, and work it off with a fmall 
quantity of warm water or chamomile tea. 

If one vomit has not the cfFeft, it may be repeated in 
two days. 

The patient fhould obferve a very fpare and cooling diet 
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during the difperfion of a bubo. But if, notwithftanding 
the above efforts, Nature particularly points out a luppu- 
ration (which may be known by the tumour’s increafing,' 
and by the great heat, redncfs, pain, and pulfation) the 
fooner that ftate is comp.eated the more pei reft and fatis- 
fa£b »ry will be the cure. For this purpofe the treatment 
muft be diametrically oppofite to that for promoting a dif- 
perfion. Bleeding and purging muff therefore in this cafe 
be forborn, the Vegetable Syrup be difcontinued till the 
time hereafter mentioned, and the fuppuration be promoted 
by good living. The common bread and milk poultice, 
foftened with oil or frefh butter, fhould be applied to the 
part, and renewed two or three times a day. If this cannot 
be conveniently done, a foft plaifter with galbanum will 
forward it. When ripe, they will generally break of them- 
felves ; if not, take a lancet or a very fharp knife, and open 
the tumour in the mofl depending part, to let the matter 
out ; then put a piece of dry lint into the orifice to keep it 
open, and a warm poultice over all for the fir ft two or three 
days. Then begin the Vegetable Syrup again, and apply to 
the wound a plaifter of digeftivc ointment (yellow bafili- 
con) ; but if the edges become callous or hard, pi what is 
called proud JlcJh ariles, mix a little red precipitate with the 
bafilicon until thefe appearances are removed ; when dry 
lint alone, applied to the abfeefs, will complete a cure. — 
If the patient approves the ufe of mercury, let him here 
take it as an alterative, in very fmall portions. 

Swelled fejlicles , — This fymptom arifes either in the firft 
or fecond ftage, particularly when the running is unfeafon- 
ably checked, by cold, hard drinking, ftrong violent purges, 
violent exercife, or the too early ufe of aftringents ; and 
moft certainly by bathing in cold water in the firft or fecond 
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ftagc of a gonorrhoea. — Bleed in the arm immediately, and 
the fame evening take the vomit prefcribed for a bubo. 
The next morning take a purge either of Glauber's falts, 
or a decoftion of fenna and tamarinds ; and if the fymp- 
toms be violent and the pain great, repeat the above ope- 
rations after one day’s reft. In the mean time, the tefticles 
muft be fomented three or four times a day with a ftrong 
decofdion of chamomile flowers after which a piece of 
flannel folded double, and well moiftened with the de- 
coftion made pretty warm, muft be appliod, and the tefticle 
fupported by a bag trufs, or by a cloth or handkerchief, 
which may eaflly be contrived fo as to prevent the weight 
of the tefticle having any efl'cdl. — The Vegetable Syrup is 
to be taken very regular, in full dofes, during the conti- 
nuance of the above fymptom. 

Phymofis and Paraphymofts in this ftage too commonly 
conceal ulcers, therefore ought to be kept perfeftly clean 
with a fyringc ; and in fomc cafes it is neceflary to have 
the glans fet at liberty by an incifion. 

In all the above cafes, a ftrift and regular attention to 
adminiftcring the Vegetable Syrup is to be obfcrved, either 
with or without the additional remedies above recom- 
mended. 

But if by neglt-ft, improper treatment, the virulence of 
the infettion, or from any other caufe, the diforder is not 
Hopped, a confirmed lues enfues, when the virus being 
actually received into the blood, mixes with the feveral 
fccretions, and circulating through every part, taints the 
whole habit. 
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Of the Third , or Confirmed Stage. 

If a pei (on having received the infc&ion, attended with 
its local fymptoms, be properly cured, the complaint 
never returns without a frefh infeflion ; but if through 
negligence of the patient, or improper treatment in the 
pradlitioner, the disorder is not happily ended in its local 
ftage, in (lead of a gonorrhoea, a lues venerea is the con- 
fequer.ee ; and the diforder returns perhaps a long time 
after, with an aggravation of fomc or all its former fymp- 
toms, and a numerous tribe of additional ones. 

The ligns of a confirmed lues arc pains in the head and 
joints, which are particularly troublefome in the night, 
and when the patient is warm in bed; fcabs and feurfy 
eruptions in various parts, particularly about the mouth, 
upon the forehead and temples, behind the ears and 
fpreading upon the head, of a ycllowifh colour, refemb- 
ling a honey-comb ; bv degrees thefe fpread over other 
parts of the body, and in time the puftules are covered 
with broad crufly fcabs, that deflroy the roots of the hair, 
and baldn£fs is the confcquence. W hen thefe eruptions 
fcale ofF they leave a mark behind nearly of a chocolate 
colour. Corroding ulcers are fometimes formed, which 
beginning about the throat gradually creep by the palate 
towards the cartilage of the nofe, which they deflroy; the 
gums become ulcerated, the breath ofFenfive, and the 
whole fauces painful and inflamed. Thefe ulcers fome- 
times form a puflage from the mouth to the nofe. 

Venereal ulcers happen upon the palms of the hands, 
foies of the feet, behind the ears, in the infide of the lips, 
or about the anus, which are attended with great forenefs 
and pain, and a thin matter oozes from them. 
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If the venereal matter falls on the cars, it occafions a 
finging noife, pain, thicknefs of hearing, and fometimes 
total deafnefs, whilft the internal fubftance of the ears 
becomes ulcerated, and a caries of the bones follows. 

If it falls on the eyes, the eye-lids are rough, the eyes 
affe&ed with pain, itching, and inflammation, dimnefs of 
fight, fometimes total blindnefs, and a difeharge of a fharp 
watery humour. 

Sometimes excrefcences arife in the middle of bones ; 
their fpongy ends become brittle and eafily break, or they 
are foft and bend like wax. Hard moveable tumours, like 
the King’s Evil, are formed in the neck, arm-pits, groin, 
&.c. and fometimes the periofteum fwelling, becomes 
hard, and forms thofe tumours called nodes. 

NoElurnal pains — that ds, acute pains in the arms, fhins, 
joints, and particularly in the head, which come on while 
in bed, and go off towards the morning, generally torment 
the patient in this ftage of the difeafe. Though fume of 
thefe are fuperficial, yet often they are deep fixed, and 
greatly refemble gouty and rheumatic pains. 

Chancres . — Thefe are a fymptom in the firft ftage ; but 
in the confirmed ftate they are generally more callous, are 
in duffers, and commonly attended with ulcers in the- 
throat, nofturnal pains, &c. 

Buboes . — If thefe arife any length of time after the in- 
feftion, and are accompanied by a fore throat, venereal 
ulcers, &c, they may be deemed a fure fign of a confirmed- 
cafe. 

There are fymptoms peculiar to the fair fex, as an over- 
flowing or a fupprefiion of the menfes, the whites, feirrhus 
or cancer of the breads, hyfteric affe&ions; inflammation, 
abfeefs, feirrhus, gangrene, ulcer, or cancer of the womb ; 
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they are frequently barren or fubjeft to abortion ; or if 
they bring children into the world, they are, perhaps, 
half rotten. 

It is not to be fuppofed, that all thefe fymptoms are al- 
ways to be met with at the fame time, or in the fame 
patient, in either ftage ; but fo many being deferibed, a 
4 perfon may be enabled to judge from the different appear- 
ances this diforder puts on, whether there are not juft 
grounds to fuppofe the complaint to be venereal. 

To the aforementioned fymptomatical catalogue, dread- 
ful as it is. might be added many others, for this direful 
malady frequently puts on the appearance of other dilor- 
ders, and hence many unfortunate perfons labour for 
years under affli&ions originating from a venereal caufe, 
miflaking them for gout or rheumatic pains; alfo palfies, 
5k convulfions, afthmas, & c. may all arife from a venereal 
taint, for there is fcarcely any diftemper that has put on 
fo many different fhapes, or been attended with fuch a 
variety of fymptoms ; and if proper relief be not timely 
obtained, the vital as well as natural and animal funftions 
are depraved ; the body becomes emaciated and unfit for 
motion ; and the unfortunate vi&im awaits with impa- 
tience the kind melfenger of death, to put a period to his 
miferable exiftence. 

t{ It is not uncommon to obferve rheumatifms in this 
country, which are the effefts of venereal excelfes. The 
unreftrained licentioufnefs of both fexes, expofes them to 
the mod cruel complaints : A flight taint of venereal in- 
feftion is not fo eafily removed as the generality of thofe 
who have been infefted imagine. The fimple difappear- 
ance of the difeafe is not a cure, and though he has felt 
no fymptoms for a courfc of years, the man who has once 
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unfortunately contracted it, ought not to congratulate 
himfeif upon a perpetual exemption. Tne lymph once 
corrupted continues lo without producing any ill efFefts 
for years. But at length the evil becomes lo extended as 
to produce the moll afflifting corn daints; in the advanced 
flage of life, lee a man looking back on the tranfa£lion$ 
of his pall davs, and congratulating himfeif upon having 
efcapcd all the evil confequences of illicit amours, hut a 
flight gonorrhoea, which he recollects gave him but little 
trouble, and was foon cured. But though after fo long 
intcrmiffion, he fhall not efcape the punifhment due to 
the contempt of facred inllitutions, and the injured rights 
of fociety. Pains gradually confume his frame, and that 
flage of life which brings no pleafure with it, is embittered 
with accumulated evils, and confumcd in unceafing, yet 
fruitlcfs 1 egrets. 

“ * he lymph once rnfeftcd by the venereal virus, has 
never been found to clear itfelf therefrom by 1 lie aid of 
Nature alone; on the contrary, the infection gradually 
expands itfelf over the frame, corrupts the fluids, and 
undermines all the fprings of life. The lymph at length 
acquires a vifeid and acrimonious nature, ceafes to circu- 
late, corrodes its veflels, deforms with nodes, and pro- 
vokes with corroding pangs the part whereon it may 
happen to fettle. Happily for wretched mortals there arc 
means for relief. Heaven, when it permitted the vene- 
real in fed 1 on to exert its ravage over the globe, of its 
abundant mercy gave us the means of cure. But the 
flrength of the con dilution fliould be dritlly attended to 
on undertaking the cure. Mild and gradual means are 
mod fucceisful. Rough and hady meafures can hardly be 
attended with luccels, or followed without danger. The 
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tone of the folids already decayed, will not admit of power- 
ful exertions.” — Bafler's Fffay on the Rheumatism. 

One particular confequence, either originating in this 
difeafe, or from the general mode of treatment it meets 
with, is, that when a patient has been any length of timo 
afflifled, he is feldom fatisfied whether he has received a 
radical cure, and is apt to imagine that every pain, or every 
pimple arifing upon the {kin, is a proof of the diforder not 
being eradicated; the following, therefore, will doubtlefs 
be highly acceptable to fuch perfons : 

Proper injiruElions to perfons doubtful, refpefting the true dif- 
ference between venereal fymptoms , and thofe often miflaken 
for them. 

This is the most important article that can be recom- 
mended to the attention of any perfon who has ever been 
infefled with this difeafe ; for it commonly leaves fuch a 
depreffion upon the fpirits, particularly where large quan- 
tities of mercury have been adminiflered, that the patient 
is either driven to defpair, or forced into the hands of 
ignorant pretenders, who put him under treatment for a 
complaint, of which, probably, he had not the lead, fymp- 
tom. 

All eruptive diforders of the {kin, if they happen with- 
out manifefl caufe, and obftinately elude the force of me- 
dicine, are figns of a venereal taint ; but muft be diftin- 
guifhed from diforders of the fkin, which are critical, and 
not venereal ; or from yellow or livid fcorbutic fpots, 
which abound moll where other marks of confirmed feurvy 
appear. 

Ulcers of the throat, nofe, palate, and gums, with rotten- 
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nefs of the bones contiguous, are often obferved in an in- 
veterate pox ; but to difttinguifh thefe it muftbe remarked, 
that venereal ulcers firft attack the tonfil glands and threat, 
then the gums, but more rarely and flow. Whilft, on the 
contrary, fcorbutic ulcers firft attack the gums, and after- 
wards the throat. 

Venereal ulcers frequently feize the nofe, with a rotten* 
nefs of the fubjacent bones; but fcorbutic ulcers feldom if 
ever. 

Venereal ulcers corrode and form cavities; fcorbutic 
ones fhoot out fpungy excrefcences, or proud fleflr. 

Venereal pains are generally increafedby the heat of the 
bed ; whilft thofe of the feurvy, gout, and rheumatifm, are 
eafed thereby. 

Venereal pains are chiefly confined to the folid or middle 
part of the bones of the legs and arms; fcorbutic ones to 
the joints and membraneous parts of the body. 

Venereal pains will not yield to common medicines ; but 
others are removed by flannel, or warm weather. 

If a deep fcated violent pain has occupied the fame part 
for a confiderable time, obftinately refilling all remedies; 
or, if the patient has been feized with a chillnefs for feveral 
evenings together, fucceeded by a feverilh heat, and fweats 
towards the morning, they are figns of a latent pox. 

If after chancres fuddenly dried up, a bubo repelled, or 
gonorrhoea reftrained, by art or accident, the fame com- 
plaints break out again, without frefh caufe, then it is evi- 
dent the patient is poxed. 

Buboes, warts, chancres, or excrefcences, after an appa- 
rent cure, without intimacy with a fufpe&ed perfon, are 
certain figns of the ftrongeft infedlion. 

There are certain fymptoms peculiar to women in -the 
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venereal difcafe, as a fuppreflion or overflowing of the 
menfes ; fcirrhus or cancer of the bread; hyfterical affec- 
tions ; inflammation, fcirrhus, ulcer or cancer of the womb ; 
they are frequently barren, or fubjeft to abortion; or if 
they bring children into the world, they are ftrumous, 
ricketty, he&ical, and emaciated, or perhaps half rotten. 

But it is of the utmoft confequcnce for them to diftin- 
tr guilh a frefh venereal from the fluor albus, or whites; for 
as the former is malignant and inflammatory, and the other 
commonly arifes from weaknefs and relaxation, the reme- 
dies are direttly contrary. 

In the fluor albus the difeharge proceeds from the va- 
gina and the cavity of the womb, the menfes being leldom 
regular. But in the gonorrhoea it proceeds from parts con- 
tiguous to the urinary palfage, and continues whilft the 
menfes flow. 

In the fluor albus the difeharge is attended with pains 
in the loins and lofs of ftrength, with fcldom any inflam- 
mation or heat of urine, except after a long continuance 
of the difeharge, which becoming fliarp, excoriates the 
furrounding parts. But in the gonorrhoea, the difeharge 
is preceded by inflammation, itching, and heat of urine ; 
there is a frequent irritation to make water, and the orifice 
of the urinary paffage becomes prominent and painful. 

In the fluor the difeharge comes on more gentle, and 
may be produced from a variety of caufes, as fprains, fre- 
quent abortion, long illnefs, or irregularity of the menfes : 
but in the gonorrhoea it often appears fuddenly without any 
evident caufe. 

Laftly, The colour of the difeharge in bad habits of 
body, is fometimes the fame, viz. yellow or greenifh ; but 
is ufually more offenfive and greater in quantity; Whilft 
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that of the gonorrhoea is not attended with thofe fymptoms 
©f weaknefs, as well as fmall in quantity. But if an inflam- 
mation or chancre happen to fix upon the vagina uteri, the 
qucllion is then put out of all difpute, and the difeafe may 
fafely be pronounced venereal. 

As the faculty in general have recourfe to mercurial pre- 
parations in this complaint, and as moft of the compofi- 
tions fold under different titles of pills, drops, tin&ures, &c. 
have viercury for their bafis, it may be pioper to let iorth 
the danger and inefficacy of that deffruClive mineral, when 
improperly adminiffered. 

There are not wanting fufficient authorities amongft me- 
dical practitioners, both ancient and modern, to prove the 
inejficacy of mercury in the cure of the venereal difeafe ; 
and even thofe who are bigotted to its ufe, as the only fpe- 
cific in general practice, afferting it to be a fafe medicine 
in the hands of a fkilful pratlitioner, yet muff acknowledge 
that when applied by the inexperienced, it is always dan- 
gerous, and very often deftruCtive. 

The Greeks fuppoled this fluid to be corrofive and poi- 
fonous; it was firff introduced into medicine by the Arabi- 
ans externally, againft vaiious cutaneous maladies. About 
the end of the 13th century it was in pra&ice with feme 
of the European phyficiafrs; but was not. generally efta- 
blilhcd till the beginning of the 16th century, when it be- 
gan to be internally ventured on in venereal and fume 
other difeales. 

Quickfilver, it is true, has been given internally in many 
cafes, without prejudice, even to a large quantity ; but 
the external application of it hath very often proved inju- 
rious to thofe who in the venereal difeafe have made the 
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unhappy experiment. A great many it hath proved fud- 
denly deltruftive to; hath caufed a tremor, infenfibility, 
palfy ; perpetual lamcncfs to fome, to others an ill and fre- 
quently incurable habit of body. 

Fallopius obferves, that if the diflempcr be not at firffc 
fubdued by mercury, it will be ufclefs to apply that re- 
medy afterwards ; and he gives inflances of patients who 
had been anointed, and nodes arifing on the fhin bones 
fome years after; he opened them, and found the quick- 
filver in their pores. 

And an eminent phyfician of our own time obferves, 
that if mercurial ointment be rubbed upon a chancre, be- 
ginning bubo, &c. and repeated daily three or four times, 
it will remove the appearance of the difeafe from the part , 
but it will drive it into the conflitution. Alfo that in a 
fcorbutic or fcrophulous habit, tainted with the venereal, 
if a {mail quantity of mercurial ointment be rubbed on any 
part of the body, it will in many inflances produce a vio- 
lent falivation, that in fpite of all forts of remedies will run 
on for feveral weeks, the patient reduced in flrength, and 
the taint ftill remain, though the falivation has been fo in- 
ordinate. 

But however free from danger the ufe of quickfilver may 
be, fome of its preparations are exceedingly poifonous; 
“ but above all (fays Dr. Allen) the corrofive fublimaU—— 
This, like raging fire, catches and deftroys all before it." 

InfLances are given by ancient writers, of perfons fud- 
denly dropping down dead on the adminiffcration of mer- 
curial pills ; and many of them declare mercury to be a 
poifon ufed in any form whatever, being injurious to the 
nerves, by its cold ftupefattive quality inducing tremors, 
palfies, convulfions, and a train of the molt baneful nervous 
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fymptoms. Thefe notions, however, would now be deemed 
enthufiaflic and abfurd. as no doubt but mercury has fre- 
quently been administered to advantage; yet it requires a 
great deal of {kill, both in the diforder and the preparation, 
to render it fafe and produftive of good effefts. 

It is no uncommon cafe for patients under very eminent 
praftitioners, to be pronounced perfcftly cured, the fymp- 
toms having totally disappeared, and yet the difeafe will 
unexpectedly return again, perhaps with greater rage and 
violence than before. This generally proceeds from wrong 
meafures taken at firft ; for there is a material difference 
between deflroying the virus, and obliging the fymptoms to 
difappear. A few dofes of calomel mixed with the common 
purging pill, by weakening the Spring of the fibres, will in 
many inftances oblige the diforder to difappear and retreat 
into the habit; but the virus is not thereby deftroyed ; it 
only lurks in the blood, and muft confequently break out 
again as foon as the folids have recovered their former tone 
and vigour. 

A very eminent and ingenious praftitioner a few years 
back publifhed a pamphlet, recommending a faline prepa- 
ration of mercury, which being rubbed with a Sufficient 
quantity of any mild powder, is applied to the mouth in 
Imall portions, where, by a proper degree of friftion, it is 
abforbed immediately, and (he obferves) produces its full 
effefts upon the fyftem, without doing in jury to the Stomach 
or bowels. — This, however, is a horrid method, and tho* 
it may poffibly be found in fomc cafes to anfwer the inten« 
tion, yet its application is often attended with difagreeable 
effefts, and its disadvantages have been found to morethan 
counterbalance its advantages. The following cafe will 
lufficiently illuftrate the inelegancy of this method ; 
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A Gentleman with a recent infection was apparently cured by 
mercurials ; but fome time after he was furprifed by the appear- 
ance of a fmall very ftubborn ulcer. To cure this he applied the 
method ofabforption juft mentioned, and perfevered in it till his 
teeth became black and difagreeable, his breath was rendered fo 
often five that no perfon could bear to come within fome yards of 
him, he was totally emaciated, but the ulcer was not removed, and 
his injured conftitution dearly experienced the horrors and ineffi- 
cacy of this application. He took only fix bottles of the medicine 
recommended in the following pages : at the end of the third the 
ulcer was healed, and at the completion of the fifth his conftitution 
was reftored to a degree of aftonifhment. 

Allowing, however, for a moment, that mercury hath 
fufficient power to eradicate the venereal virus, yet there 
are two fubftantial reafons for-forbearing the ufc of it, where 
more fafe and efficacious remedies may be had recourfe to. 

One objection to the ufe of mercury is, the danger to 
which the patient is expofed ffiould he happen to take cold 
whilft under a courfe of it Many perfons are fo negligent 
as to ufe mercurials without taking the leaf!; care either to 
avoid cold, or obferve a proper regimen ; the confequence 
of fuch conduft mud be obvious. The metropolis pro- 
duces daily too many inftances of the propriety of this ob- 
jeft'.on: perfons vend their diabolical compofitions under 
various names, pretending that they may be taken without 
any confinement or reltriftion, being free from every dan- 
gerous quality ; when the fa£t is, they are “mere vehicles 
of corrofive fubiimate,” and if the unfortunate perfons who 
get into their clutches by any accident take cold, they foon 
feel, and perhaps have reafon never to forget, the fatal 
cflefts thereof. A judicious praftitioner will adminifter 
mercurials with the utmoll caution ; and give his patient 
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particular dirc&ions to avoid fuch danger, well knowing 
that without care the remedy often proves woife than the 
difeafe. 

A fecond objettion to the ufe of mercury is, that even a 
falivation does not evacuate it out of the fyftem, and it is 
of fo fubtile a nature, that it is not pollible to fay how long 
it may lie dormant and imperceptible, yet its aftion maybe 
re-produced by many cafual circumstances incident to the 
human frame ; and in the courfe of prattice variety of cafes 
have been met with, wherein a falivation hath returned 
after every effort hath been made to evacuate the mercury 
from the fyftem. Thefe alTertions are not made merely by 
way of inveighing againft mercury ; but they are founded 
on practice, as well as on the opinion of feveral of the moll 
eminent of the faculty: Dr. Saunders, Dr. Brocklefby, 
Mr. Bromficld, Mr. Howard, and Mr. Perry, have pub- 
licly declared themfelves to the fame effett ; and two in- 
ftances are particularly recorded ; one of a perfon, who 
after falivation and an appearance of perfect recovery, 
caught cold in a fhower of rain, had a fecond falivation in 
confequcnce, and died in a few days ; the other, of a young 
lady who died of a fecond falivation, which caufcd a mor- 
tification. 

Suqh evidence of the danger and ineflicacy of mercury, 
one would fuppofe fufficient to deter people from the ufe 
of remedies fo hazardous, even if fkilfuily adminiftered ; 
but particularly from applying in their diflrefs to thofe 
ignorant perfons who impudently fport with the lives of 
their fellow mortals. 

To be of fervice to our fellow creatures, is one of the 
grand duties incumbent on mankind in general ; and 
i whether 
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whether it is done by giving cafe and health to the afHi&ed, 
relieving the diftrefl'ed, or in whatever manner it is in our 
power to be of public utility, it is our duty to do it to the 
uttnofl of our abilities. It is necelfary, therefore, after 
{hewing the inefficacy of the general mode of treatment in 
Venereal cafes, to recommend a remedy that ffiaU poflefs 
all the excellencies required, without any of the dil'agree- 
ablc qualities. 

The venereal virus being “ a fluid fubtile, volatile, at- 
tractive, corroftve, and penetrating,” it requires a remedy 
at least equally fubtile, volatile, and penetrating, whole 
actions may be extended into the molt extreme parts of the 
vafcular fyltem, and counteract the malignant qualities of 
the infeCted virus. Such a remedy is to be found in the 

PARISIAN VEGETABLE SYRUP, 

Mentioned in the fir It part of this work, price Half-a- 
Guinca a bottle, and known as an univerfal remedy in all 
impurities of the blood, and particularly recommended as 
a cure for the V enereal Difeafe, however complicated the 
diforder, or dreadful the fymptoms, having elfeCted many 
ftirp riling cures, not only in recent gonorrhoeas and fimple 
cafes, but in old inveterate complicated cafes, when (ali- 
vation, antimonials, and the decoCtion of the woods have 
been tried to little or no purpofe. 

This elegant remedy is produced from vegetables only, 
without a lingle particle of mercury, or any pernicious 
article. It is agreeable to the talle, fimple and uniform 
in its aCtion, promoting moderately every evacuation, and 
though fo mild that it may be adminidered with fafety to 
children at the bread, and women during every dage of 
pregnancy, yet it is fo powerful and fubtile, that there is 
no part of the human body which the particles cf it do not 
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reach, confequently there are no fymptoms that efcape its 
operation. The chyle being impregnated with it, it is con- 
veyed into the mod minute veffel; there are no glands 
which it does not pervade, no lamina of the bones between 
which it does not flide, and no capillary veffels which it 
will not penetrate. 

The danger, when injudicioufly adminiflered, and the 
frequent incfficacy of mercury in the venereal difeafe, have 
been allowed by medical writers the mod refpe&able for 
candour and knowledge. Even thofe who are bigotted to 
its ufe, as being fafe in the hands of a judicious prafti- 
tioner, and infid on its being the only fpecific in a con- 
firmed cafe, mud own, that in a recent infeftion mercury 
is not only unneceffary, but often prejudicial. Boerhaave 
afferts, that “ in gonorrhoeas, lodged where the humours 
are fcarcely perceptible, mercury never effefts a cure; and 
it is abfoutely ineffe&ual where the virus has gained 
ground, and is feated in the fmaller veffels.” — Buchan ob- 
ferves, that “ if mercury be taken too early in the go- 
norrhoea it does mifehief;” and Hunter feems of opinion, 
that after a certain quantity of mercury hath been admi- 
nidered in confirmed cafes, the complaint, in many in- 
dances, is abfolutely changed into a new difeafe, or com- 
plication, in which he acknowledges the efficacy of the 
Vegetable Syrup. 

from the joint opinion of eminent writers, ancient and 
modern, therefore, we may judly infer, 1. That mercury 
is by no means a fpecific for the venereal difeafe in any 
dage.— -2. That in a recent infettion it is injurious.— 3. 
That in confirmed cafes, where the virus has penetrated 
the minute veffels, mercury cannot effect a cure. — And 4. 
That in many cafes where it is adminidered, it produces a 
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difordcr, which becomes the more inveterate the longer 
mercury is continued to be applied as a remedy. 

If mercury be ever neceflTary, it is to remove fome local 
or particular fymptom, as a very obflinate chancre, phy- 
mofis, Sec. but as many people have imbibed fo flrong an 
idea of the neceffity of mercury in this diforder, it is pro- 
per to inform fuch perfons, that the beft and iafeft method 
of adminiftering mercury is to rub about a drachm of mer- 
curial ointment in the inhde of the thighs, every night at 
going to bed, at the fame time taking this Syrup regularly. 
The ufe of mercury is thus rendered not only fafer, but 
much more efhcacious ; for the Syrup enters into contafr. 
with it, carries it through thofe minute veffels in which its 
palfage would otherwife be obltru&cd, and prevents thofe 
difagreeable confcquenccs, which often enfue from mer- 
cury continuing in the fyftem after the difeafe hath been 

eradicated. A gentleman of the faculty, of extenfive 

pra&ice in one of the univerfities, who has much adminif- 
tered and recommended this Syrup, (and to whom alone I 
am indebted for this information) allures me, that by this 
method he hath been able to remove the moll obffinate 
fymptoms, having never experienced a failure or difagree- 
able confcquences. — Perhaps, however, calomel taken in- 
ternally in very fmall dofes, would be as efficacious, and 
much more agreeable to the patient. 

Mercury being fo hazardous'a medicine, when unfkil- 
fully applied, young people ffiould be extremely cautious 
to whom they apply the firft time of receiving the infec- 
tion, as in general they too eagerly run to any perfon who 
promifes fpeedy relief, and thereby often receive irrepara- 
ble injury. 

This medi. ine was originally publiffied as a fpecific in 
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Scorbutic and venereal taints only, in which it has hap- 
pily Succeeded, though of the moll malignant nature, and 
where the ilrongefb mercurials have failed. 

In venereal cafes it is particularly recommended, on ac- 
count of its peculiar Safety to the conflitution — a property 
which gives it a Superiority over all mercurial prepara- 
tions whatever. In frefh inflammatory cafes, where mer- 
cury would confefledly prove injurious, this medicine is a 
certain remedy; and whenever the conflitution has Suf- 
fered from an immoderate ufe of mercury, this Syrup is, 
perhaps, the only medicine that can be of Service ; for it 
a£ts as a reiterative to the constitution, and removes thofc 
gouty and rheumatic pains with which patients arc fre- 
quently aflli£ted, after the general Symptoms of the difeafe 
have entirely disappeared. 

Such a remedy is earneitly recommended to thofc un- 
fortunate women who have been injured by the indifcrc- 
tion of their hufbands, and have every reafon to expeft 
they Shall bring into the world an infedted offspring : In 
fuch a cafe, mercury cannot be administered without the 
grcateil danger both to the mother and child; but this 
Syrup may be taken with Safety during every Stage of 
pregnancy ; and hereby the mother may not only be hcr- 
felf freed from a dreadful complaint, but alfo be enabled 
to bring forth a found and healthy offspring. 

In the ufe of the vegetable remedy herein recommended 
it is to be noted, as to the time required for perfecting a 
cure, that befides the degree of infe&ion, the age and con- 
stitution of the patient, as alfo the addition of other acri- 
monious humours, are to be confidered, So as to render it 
impoflible to fix any certain time for a radical cure. In 
Some constitutions, where immediate application has been 
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made, or when live precautions before recommended have 
been taken, three or four bottles have cured a recent infec- 
tion, and in others it hath required fix or eight; but there 
can be little doubt, by a proper attention to the dirc&ions, 
of effe&ing a cure ; and as the rcltriftions required during 
its adminiflration, arc only refpefiting regimen, violent ex- 
crcifc, and to abdain from vencry, it may be taken without 
Confinement or hindrance of bufinefs. 

An obfervation is proper to be made here, which is 
equally applicable to any creditable public medicine : A 
perfon who has laboured under a violent diforder for 
many years, perhaps, and has probably in the courfe of 
that time fuffered a great deal very patiently whild under 
a regular praftitioncr, if he should think proper to try any 
advertifid medicine, and it does nQt in a manner work a 
miracle, he gives it up, condemns the medicine, and villi- 
lics the proprietor ; when moil likely if he had perfevered 
but a fliort time longer, he would have found the relief 
wi fired for. 

In refpeft to the present medicine, it fhould be under- 
dood, that in many cafes not only perfeverance is necef- 
farv, as it correfts and purifies the whole mafs of blood 
and juices, but alfo that it is not uncommon for the patient 
to take half the quantity requifite for a radical cure before 
he perceives any benefit. This will be further exemplified 
in the annexed cafes. From perfons, therefore, who flau.IL 
favour this medicine with an impartial trial, an implicit 
obedience to the directions is expe£led. 

I mud make one remark here, as being of the utmofL 
confcquence, both for the fatisfaftion of the patient and 
to my own reputation. It has been proved in the former 
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part of this work, that mercury may lie dormant a confider- 
able time in the human body, and afterwards be acciden- 
tally brought again into a£lion. In feveral of the follow- 
ing cures it will be feen that this vegetable remedy has had 
that effett in fome old and obftinate cafes, where a great 
deal of mercury had before been liberally adminiftered, 
infomuch that my patients have been fometimes doubtful 
of the truth of my alTurance, that there was no mercurial 
preparation in the Syrup. Much pains too has been taken 
in order to perfuade the public, that this medicine was a 
mere vehicle of corrofive fublimate. A judicious public 
need not be told how prafticable it is, though at the fame 
time how illiberal, to exhibit a bottle of Vegetable Syrup, 
with corrofive fublimate, and falfely to alfert that it was the 
medicine of an opponent. 

I not only declare, that in the compofition of the genuine 
Parifian Vegetable Syrup, which is prepared only by me, 
there is not any mercurial preparation whatever, but I 
fubmit it to any impartial chymift to analyle ; and in order 
that every patient may himfelf judge of the truth of my 
aflertion, I have added to the end of this pait fundry me- 
thods of recovering mercury into its original fhape; by 
which it may be eafily known whether any preparation be 
mercurial. J. HOD SON. 

Hatt on-Gar den. 

CASES. 

Many treatifes have been written upon the Venereal 
Difeafe, but very few of the authors of fuch publications 
have endeavoured to point out to youth the difmal con- 
fequenccs which fometimes attend that dire complaint, 
and earneflly engage them to fhun even the chance of 
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contrafling the miferable difeafe, by avoiding all illicit 
communication. The reafon is obvious; thefe treadles 
being written chiefly with a view to recommend their own 
praflice and mode of treatment, inflead of warning man- 
kind of the danger, they have abfolutely encouraged them 
to it, by fetting forth the eafe and certainty of a cure ; and 
few, very few, if any, have had candour enough to con- 
fefs, that in fome instances, no remedy hath been difco- 
vered which could effect a cure ; in many the remedy ap- 
plied hath proved as fatal as the difeafe, and thoufands 
though cured, perhaps, of the difeafe in the body, have a 
fling left behind, which can be cured only by the “ Great 
Phyfician” of returning prodigals. 

Therefore, although in fome of the following, and a va- 
riety of other cafes, cures have been effefled by this Syrup, 
when the patient hath been bereft of every hope of ob- 
taining relief, let it not be prefumed from thence, or 
from an extraordinary inftance, that there is no cafe 
fo defperate but what a cure may be relied on as a 
certainty. 

There have been inflances, no doubt, when the patient 
has had every medical affiflance poflible, and yet hath 
fallen a facrifice to the wretched diforder. Kay, inflances 
are recorded where the progrefs of the infeflion has been 
fuch, that in a few hours a mortification hath taken place. 
If, then, this treatife falls into the hands of any young 
reader, who hath never yet been tainted with this fore dil- 
afler, Let him here take warning ; Let him not prefurne 
too much on his own conllitution becaufe of the wonderful 
efficacy of this Syrup ! Let him avoid the neceflity of ap- 
plying to it. Look not upon the wine when it is red, when it 
giveth its colour in the cup, when it moveth itfelf aright : At 
the laji it biteth like a ferpent and Jlingeth like an adder ; Thine 
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behold jlrange women, and thine heart Jhall uttcv 
pcrvcrje things. 

An elderly Gentleman applied three days only after infe&ion J 
♦he fymptoms he informed me appeared within twelve hours after 
coition, upon which he had taken fome gentle opening medicines 
by w'ay of precaution. The parts were much inflamed, and the 
difcharge great and much difcoloured. He obtained a radical 
Cure, by three bottles. 

A young Man who had fome years lince gone through a course of 
mercurials for a venereal infe£lion, was difcharged from the hands 
of the faculty as cured. When he applied to me life was covered 
with large puftules from head to foot, but particularly his arms 
and thighs. His whole body was emaciated, his ftrength nearly 
exhaufted, and to all appearance a few weeks mud have put an end 
to his miferable exigence. He was immediately put upon the ufe 
of the Vegetable Syrup, and by eight bottles was made quite a new 
creature. 

A Servant to a gentleman in Weftminfter, who was of a relaxed 
conftitution, and much injured by the quantity of mercury he had 
taken fix months before, was troubled with violent pains in his fliin 
bones, nofturnal pains, head-ach, and had frequently eruptions in 
his face. Six bottles of the Syrup made a compleat cure. 

A Gentleman who had undergone a courfe of mercurials ten years 
before, a few months after his difcharge from the faculty difeovered 
that his cure was not compleat. Having a particular averfton to ad- 
vertised medicines, he fubmitted to the modes preferibed in regular 
practice, till lie had fpent upwards of 40]. without obtaining a ra- 
dical cure. At length he applied perfonally to know if this Vege- 
table Remedy would afford him relief. His complaint was highly 
complicated with the feurvy ; his legs and arms were covered with 
pimples ; he had violent itchings all over his body, particularly 
when warm in bed ; on his back were feveral large puftules, and 
one fmall ulcer, — He received a radical cure. 
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A Gentleman in the city had for upwards of fixteen months be«n 
afflicted with a malignant Sore Throat from a venereal caufe ; he 
was under a furgeon of eminence, and underwent mercurial courfes, 
repeated without effeCt, till he was fo reduced that it was feared he 
was tailing into a conlumption. In this delperate fituation he was 
recommended to the Vegetable Remedy, from which he received 
a cure in about fix weeks. 

A Gentleman near Fleet- Itreet had been afflicted many years 
with an Obfiruction in the Urethra, and had alfo an Ulcer at the 
neck of the Bladder. He had for a confiderable time ufed bougies 
without effeCt, the paffing of which frequently put him to fuch ex- 
quifite torture, that he was obliged to relinquifh the ufe of them, 
and being in confiant pain he almoft defpaired of ever obtaining re- 
lief. In this unhappy fituation he entered on a courfe of the Ve- 
getable Syrup ; but though it was two months before his water 
came free, yet in about four his cure was entirely compleatcd. 

A Tradefman near Temple- Bar, twelve years before his appli- 
cation to me received a Venereal infection, for which he applied to 
a gentleman of extenfive practice, and went through a courfe of 
mercurials without obtaining a cure. He therefore applied to other 
furgeohs, many of them of the firft eminence, and (as himfelf 
expreffed it) had taken his hatfull of mercury, and in every 
mode in which the faculty could adminifier it. He had alfo taken 
feveral advertifed medicines, and tried the antimonial method pre- 
feribed by the “ company of furgeons.” Difagreeable fymptoms 
daily increafed, and he had large nodes upon his arm which almoft 
deprived him of the ufe of it. To this he had ufed an outward ap- 
plication which gave him fome relief; and he had taken the decoc- 
tion of the woods in large quantities. But finding no fubftahtial 
benefit iu any medicines he had taken, he had given up all hopes of 
a cure, and was with much difficulty prevailed on by a friend to 
apply to me. The moll firiking fymptoms that now affcCted him 
were an ulcerated threat, nodes upon both legs and one arm, vio- 
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lent nofhirnal pains, and heftic fever. I afiured him, tliat if he 
would put himfelf entirely under my direction, there could be no 
doubt of his cbiaining a cure. He immediately did fo, and was 
perfectly reitored. 

A Gentleman who had been mar ned upwards of two years, ap- 
plied to me in great anxiety, having a difcharge and heat of urine 
exactly fimilar to a frefii infection, though he declared it was five 
years fince he had any venereal complaint, nor had Ire fince his 
marriage taken any meafures whereby he could receive a frefh in- 
fection. He related to me the method that his practitioner had 
purfued at the time he alluded to, and though fo long a time had 
elapfed, and he was fuppofed to have been radically cured, all the 
prefent fymptoms united to confirm my opinion that his complaint 
was venereal. He began the Syrup, but from the two firft bottles 
he perceived no alteration, except that the heat of urine was a 
great deal abated. However, {'even bottles made a perfect cure. 

A Woman about 40 years of age, in the fourth month of her 
pregnancy applied to me, complaining of a violent Relaxation, 
and alfo a Schirrous Tumour in her right Breaft. From feveral 
corroborating circumffances I judged the caufe to be venereal, 
and after fome little hefitation fhe confefied that her hufband had 
injured her fome time before, though file believed without knowing 
that himfelf was infeCted; that as foon as it was difcovered, he had 
applied to a perfon, and they were both, as imagined, cured ; but 
file had never been in health fince, and had twice mifcarried. The 
hufband had but few difagreeable fymptoms now, the chief being 
noCturnal pains, accompanied with violent prickings in the parts 
of generation. The poor woman’s eonllitution had fuffered very 
much. The diforder of the body, added to the anguifh of her 
mind, had rendered her truly an objeCt of companion. I imme- 
diately put them both upon a cotirfe of my Vegetable Remedy, at 
the fame time recommending a liriCl attention to regimen, and a 
regulation of the paifions. The hufband took only four bottles ; 
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the woman eight ; and I had the fktisfaftion to experience the 
efficacy ot my medicine in an extraordinary manner, the wo- 
man being fince delivered of the child with which the was then, 
pregnant, and which is perfeftly free from any fymptoms of the 
difeafe. * 


A young Man of an exceeding grofs habit, had no fymptoms 
till the eighth day after infection, which were then very mild. 
He took fome of the eleftuary prefcribed in the former part of 
this pamphlet, and then entered upon a courfe of the Syrup ; but 
it required eight bottles to make a perfect cure. 


A Gentleman in whom the fymptoms appeared within twelve 
hours after infeftion, though naturally of a moderate habit, took, 
nine bottles to complete his cure. The fymptoms wepe very vi- 
rulent, accompanied with chancres, phymofis, &c. 


• To Dr . Hod son. 

“ Five months fince I had the misfortune to receive a Venereal 
Infection, which made its firfl: appearance in ffiarp pricking pains 
on the nut of the penis, no difeharge, but red fpots appeared, 
which were juft beginning to ulcerate when I applied for fome ad- 
vertifed drops and purging remedy. I continued the life of thefe 
medicines for four months, and though 1 had paid drift attention 
to the direftion in every relpeft, I was in a worfe fituation than 
when I began taking them. The fymptoms now were feveral 
lumps and l'orenefs under and about the root of the tongue, 
lides of the throat and palate ; all much fuelled, and feemed at 
times that the under jaw was quite benumbed ; pains in the groin 
and thighs, and violent itching of the penis. I have taken five 
bottles of your Syrup, and beg to know whether I may depend 
upon a cure by perfevering in it, as many of the fymptoms are hot 
yet removed.” This cafe was extremely obftir.ate ; but the gen- 
tleman obtained a radical cure, though it was fome time, firft, for 
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while he was under the mercurial medicines at first alluded to, he 
caught a violent cold. 

** Neceflity induces me to lay my cafe before you, a cafe which 
Jhas baffled feveral phyficians who are under the denomination 
of being the first of their profeflion in London. Laft Augu ft 
I found myfelf infefted with the Venereal Difcafe, upon which I 
made application to a furgeon, who gave me a preparation of 
mercury. I continued under his directions for three months, at 
•which period 1 found myfelf fome degrees worfe than at my com- 
mencement ; my throat was ulcerated in fuch a manner as to ren- 
der me incapable of fpeaking to be underftood, or taking the 
fmalleft nouriftunent without putting myfelf to the moft excru- 
ciating pain. Then I made application to a feccnd perfon, who 
gave me a different preparation, from which I did not perceive the 
leaft benefit, ; again I applied to a third, who ufed me in like man- 
ner, this being about the 2 1 ft of December, when I was obliged 
to quit an employment I held, as being incapable of doing any 
thing. I was then admitted into an hofpital, where I underwent 
a drenching of mercurial preparations for twelve weeks, which, in 
faff, had like to have fent me a journey I was yet ill prepared for. 
They all pronounced me in a decline, and never to recover. I am 
now quite debilitated. After the drenchings I have gone through, 
my blood is Hill in the moft corrupt ftate, as my hands are all 
breaking out, feemingly like the feurvy, and an inflammation with 
pimples on my private parts ; inwardly exceeding weak, with a 
moft violent cough, all of which I aferibe to my being treated in 
an injudicious manner.’* 

In a much worfe ftate than here deferibed was this patient, 
when he was put upon a courfe of the Vegetable Syrup : — He 
took 20 bottles, accompanied by the farfaparilla decodtjon, with 
liquorice, barley-water, &c. and was reftored. 

A married Woman in the country, about 34 years of age, of a 
weajdy contlitution, received a venereal injury. In a few days 

after 
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afier fhe applied to her apothecary, who adminiftered tlie ufual re- 
medies, and after having taken them about ten days, (lie was taken 
fuddenly ill, occafioned by a fevere cold caught uhillt under mer- 
curial medicines. Her head and face inflamed and fwellcd very 
much, and flie was three weeks under the fame gentleman in that 
Situation before (he could continue h : s prefcriptions for the ori- 
ginal complaint. She then went under another courfe of medi- 
cines for one month, the diforder feeming rather to increafe than 
diminilh, being in continual pain, attended with cold and hot fits 
alternately. She took fix bottles of the Vegetable Syrup, by 
w hich fhe was greatly recovered, and her conftitution much re- 
fined. The difeafe, however, was not yet fubdued ; flie was 
therefore put under a regular courfe of the farfaparilla decoaion 
during the feventh and eighth bottles of the Syrup ; but being of 
a coftive habit, flie had hitherto taken occafionally a dole of falts 
recommended in. the printed directions ; which the had gradually 
inrreafed to the quantity of an ounce and a half, w ithout occafion- 
ing any extraordinary eifects. She then very unadviledly took 
(inllead of what was recommended) a pennyworth of jalap; which, 
operated fo violently, that it rendered her in a dangerous fituation 
for about a week, and it was three weeks before (he was fo far 
recovered as to begin the Syrup again. From thefe circumftances 
the diforder had rather gained ground, the principal fymptoms 
now were ulcers in tl'.e womb, difficulty of urine, and a continual 
hearing down. — the Syrup and decoction were begun again in 
final 1 doles, and increafed as the conflitution would bear it. — - 
When (he had taken two more bottles, the coftivenefs was entirely 
removed, and her ftrength fo much rettored that fhe could take a 
full dofe. She took five more bottles, and was by that perfectly 
recovered. 

N. B. She had a fpreading fwelling on one fide of her neck, 
which had been leven years increafing in iize, and before ttiking 
tile Syrup was very much inflamed and painful. She had the ad- 

F 6 


vice 


( i2o ; 

vice of feveral of the faculty, who pronounced it to be a cancer, 
but the Syrup entirely difperfed it. 


A young Gentleman of the drifted veracity applied for advice 
in a diforder of the genitals. — Upon examination, I found a vio- 
lent inflammation, a copious difcharge, attended with chancres, 
phymofis, chordee, and in lliort, certain fymptoms of the fecond 
itage of a venereal infeftion. It is very certain lie never had any 
conneftion with a female, confequently he denied the charge. 
That it was venereal is beyond a doubt, and that he received the 
infeftion from the feat of a privy is very evident. — It appeared 
that about a fortnight before, he had occafion, at an inn upon the 
road, for the privy, which a perfon had fo recently left that the 
feat was warm ; that he afterwards found upon the penis a very 
fmall quantity of whitifh matter, which he wiped off with his fliirt, 
and two or three days after the inflammatory ftate commenced. — 
He. was ti eared as a venereal patient, and cured in a fhort time. — 
It would appear from this, that a perfon infefted, not only with a 
plentiful difcharge, but alfo perhaps with a chancre or ulcers, had 
accidently difcharged fome of the matter on the edge of the feat, 
which being immediately received by a found perfon, had con- 
veyed a fufficiency of the virus to communicate the infeftion. 


“ About three years fmee I had the misfortune to contraft a 
Venereal Infeftion, which on applying to a furgeon was treated 
as a confirmed cafe, and the ufual application of mercury was ad- 
miniftered internally for upwards of fix months, and was then 
pronounced cured, and entertained the fame idea myfelf, as no- 
thing remained in appearance to make me think otherwife. Since 
taking the mercury fpr the original complaint I have laboured 
under a very indifferent date of health, whether hurt by the mer- 
cui y or any other caufe, I am not able to fay ; but my complaint 
lor thefe two years pad has been the piles, accompanied with :t 
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difagreeable reftlelThefs in bed, difturbed deep, and lownefs of 
fpirits ; and what is mod extraordinary, about three weeks fince 
there appeared an itching about the. glans, attended with a phy- 
mofis, and every morning a lodgment of a finall quantity of w hite 
matter behind the nut, which made me think it a return of the 
old diforder, for I was convinced 1 that it could not be a frelh in- 
fection, as I had avoided all occalions that might have canfed it. 
I immediately applied your Vegetable Syrup, and have entered 
upon the fourth bottle, when the inflammation is much abated, 
therefore hope by a little perfeverance that I Ihall be quite re- 
Itored.” — Cured by eight bottles of all the fymptoms. 


“ I have had the Venereal Difeafe for five years and a half. 
When I contracted it firlt I found no fymptoms but a clear run- 
ning. I have been taking mercury ever lince I firlt contracted 
the infection, and have been falivated without any benefit. For 
two years I found nothing but the clear thin running, and then I 
found it all in my joints ; they fwelled very much ; I could not 
turn in tny bed without help. 1 took fvveats and got better, but 
the pains in my joints ltill continued. In fix months after I was 
again crippled, which continued for twelve months — I have now 
pains in all my bones, the joints of my elbows and knees, and 
fome of my fingers are fo that I have but little ufe of them. My 
Ihoulders are fo painful, that it is with difficulty I can lift my arm 
up. Night pains very bad, and ulcers in my noftrils.” — The 
above is the patient’s own defcription at the time he entered upon 
the Vegetable Syrup. — By a long perfeverance in the Syrup, ac- 
companied with the decoCtion of farfapariila, and being a month 
Under Dr. Hodfon’s immediate iufpeCtion, he was happily cured. 


“ Dec. 22. With the particulars of my cafe, which I promifed 
you, I have fent you a hare and two brace of partridges, as fome 
token of gratitude for the very elfential fervice which you have 
done me. — In March lalt I caught the Venereal InfeCtion for the 
i firft 
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firft time in my life, and applied to the d oft or who is always em- 
ployed in our family. I took his medicines till July, but without 
benefit, I then applied to a furgeon, from whom I obtained con- 
fiderable relief; but in the harveft (in the month of September) 
the weather being very w r et, I got a fevere cold, and was danger- 
ottfly ill, being confined to my room for fix weeks. 1 had a 
doctor of advice attended me, from whom I received a great deal 
of benefit. He told me the diforder was driven into my bladder, 
for I had fitch a violent pain in making water that 1 could only 
make a few drops at a time, though always wanting. At this 
time I was recommended to apply to you, whofe advice I have 
ffriftly followed. When 1 began your Syrup I was troubled with 
a (harp windy pain from the kidnies, all up my back, and in my 
bowels, ficknefs at the ftomach, pain in making water, pain in my 
head, up my temples and to my ears, a lore throat, and violent 
night pains. — I am very happy in being perfectly recovered by 
your medicines and inttruftions, and lhali ever think myl'elf under 
the highelt obligations to yon.” 


A Gentleman going to America about nine years find*, juft, 
hefore his departure contracted a Venereal Infection. — He con- 
cealed his cafe during the voyage, the conl’equecce of which mu ft 
be obvious. On arriving at Bolton he applied to a furgeon, went 
through a courfe of mercurials with fome benefit, and after ufing 
various other means obtained a cure ; but in a fortnight after re- 
ceived a frefli infection. — Every method now tried proved ineffec- 
tual, and he returned to England alter a few years, in a very 
emaciated ftate, having fuffered as much from mercury and im- 
proper treatment as Irom the difeale. Upon his arrival in Eng- 
land he retired to his eftate in the Weft, and during 18 months 
took a great many advertifed pills and drops without the deiired 
effect. — The latter end of Atiguft he entered upon a courfe of this 
Vegetable Syrup. In about two months he was fo far recovered 
as to come up to London, tliat he might be under the Proprietor’s 
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immediate infpedtion, to complete the cure; and in three months 
from the time he began upon the Syrup he was radically cured, 
after having been afflicted nine years, except an internnihion of a 
few weeks. 


A Gentleman afflidled with a Venereal Complaint had applied 
to a perfon of eminence in tire profefiion, and being treated as 
cuffomary in thofe cafes, the fymptoms difappeared, hut in a Ihort 
time broke out again. He applied to the fame prattioner, went 
through a courfe of mercurials, had the advice of a phyfician, and 
was lalivated. His constitution was thus very much injured, and 
he was fo emaciated, that he was fent into the country to try the 
effect of the air and a milk diet. His ffrength being fomewhat 
recovered, lie returned to town, went through another courfe of 
medicine, and tried Mr. Clare’s method of abforption by the 
mouth. He was near three years in that ffate, and fpcnt above 80 
guineas to no good purpole, whilft the diforder had made a moll 
difmal progrei's : His legs were much fvvelled, and his joints fo 
painful, that he was not able to walk; the palate of his mouth was 
affedted, corrolive ulcers were deffroying his lips and nofe, and the 
fmell of him w^as highly offenlive to all around him. In this de- 
plorable ffate, when his friends thought his recovery impoffible, 
he began the Vegetable Syrup. From the firft three or four 
bottles the fwelling and pain in his joints feemed to increafe, and 
lie took nine bottles before he received much benefit. From this 
period he recovered rapidly, the pain abated, the fwellings fub- 
fided, and he accompanied the Syrup with the farfaparilla dele- 
tion to the quantity of a pint a day. But (what is a ftrong proof 
of the danger of mercury, and corroborates the opinion that it may 
lie dormant in the fyftem a long time and again be brought into 
adtion) when the patient was fo far recovered as to get much into 
the air (of which he had been incapable for a confiderable time 
before) he very incautioufly changed his lodgings, and the day 
when this change took place being a general rain, he got wet 

through, 


C J 24 ) 

through, and then imprudently went into his new bed, which 
proved to be damp, without taking the lead precaution, or even 
changing his linen. — The fevere cold occafioned by fuch mifcon- 
du£t, brought the mercury, fo liberally adminitlered by former 
practitioners, again into the molt violent action, and rendered the 
patient the mod deplorable objeCt ever beheld. — Yet notwithftand- 
ing all thefe difadvantages, he was recovered to the enjoyment of 
a better date of health than he had for many years before. — 
N. B. He took upwards of two dozen bottles of the Syrup. 


To Dr, Hodson, iVo. 29, Hatton-Garden. 

“ Two years fince I laboured under a Venereal complaint, 
which feemed to bid defiance to mercury in every (hape. This 
difeafe raged with great violence till at lad a bubo formed itfelf, 
and when ripe I differed a lancet to be applied to it, and my fur- 
geon continued his mercurials in fuch quantities that I began to 
think the remedy worfe than the difeafe ; at lad 1 had recourfe to 
your Vegetable Syrup, which cun.d me, though in a long time. 
Five months ago, fufpeeting myfelf to be injured, and not having 
an opportunity of getting your Syrup, I took n eicurials from a 
phyfician, notwithdanding which I paid my addreli’es to the fair 
fex as ufual ; but at the end of two months I felt a violent pain in 
the urethra, efpecially at the neck of the bladder, attended with 
condant difcharge. I continued to ride on horfeback a great deal, 
till a (welled tefticle enfued, and I was compelled to keep my room 
till I got well. I then obtained your Syrup, and found, after two 
bottles,. a difcharge of matter for a day or two, and when that 
ceafed, the pain in making water ceafed alfo. I then fancied my- 
felf well enough to negleCt a proper regimen, though I dill con- 
tinued the Syrup, and went upon a hunting party for a week, 
during which I paid no attention to the diforder ; but at the end 
of the week found a pain fixed where 1 had a "bubo two years ago, 
and as I had a plaider by me to apply inTafe of fuch a (ymptom, 
I accordingly applied it, and in a few days the pain left the (pot 
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and went to one of my tedicles, where it continued more or 
less for fome time ; and having at different times taken a wonder- 
ful quantity of mercury, I began to fear I had injured my confli- 
tution very much. However, when I had taken ten bottles of Sy- 
rup, 1 fiipuld have thought myfelf well, but at times felt an ach- 
ing pain, vhich laded fometimes half the day, fonietime only a 
few minutes ; I therefore took five bottles more quite regular, ac- 
companying it with a quart of farfaparilla deception a day, and am 
now perfectly reltored to health by fifteen bottles of your Syrup. 


To Dr. Hobson. 

“ Some time fince I contracted an infection, and applying to a 
gentleman of the faculty, of well-known ability, he adopted a plan 
of mercurials and powders, which l continued fome time, but found 
the mercury, inftead of entering the conftitution, palled off by Itool. 
I then took it in fmaller dofes, but found it did not in the lead af- 
fe£t the conditution. A month pafled without the lead check being 
given to the diforder : My furgeon then obferved it was a folly to 
be trifling with the pills any longer, and defired I would rub the 
fize of a nutmeg of mercurial ointment every night in the infide of 
each thigh, till the whole was nearly abl'orbed. I contirued this 
method for fome time, and made no alteration in my common mode 
of diet. By degrees 1 found the difeharge to be lefs in quantity, 
and to become more of a ropy nature, and I dill continued the oint- 
ment, till one day I was taken with a violent fhivering chillnefs, 
pains in tire head and limbs, See.- Thefe I looked upon as fure 
fymptoms of having caught a violent cold, which I attributed to the 
ufe of mercury; I immediately took near a pint of vinegar whey, 
which caufed a violent perfpi ration, and next morning a dofe of 
falts, by which I was much relieved; but that night my left tefti- 
cle f'welled to the fize of an egg, or larger ; my teeth and gums be- 
came fore ; my mouth, tongue, and palate, in a mod tormenting 
lhite, my face much fwelled, and violent pain in my jaw-bones ; 
nor could 1 get a moment’s deep, the diicharge of fetid faliva was 
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f© great ; my breath also was tainted, my teeth black and filled with 
difagreeable excrement between ; and, in fhort, I w as in a com- 
pleat filivation. Refolving to ufe no more mercury, and feeing 
your advertifement in the papers (in which you afi'ure the public 
1 hat your Vegetable Syrup is perfectly free from mercury) I began 
a Courfe of your medicine. I continued, however, in that uncom- 
fortable fituation ten days, during w hich I never went out of a 
warm room, but kept my body and head warm with flannel, bread 
and milk being my only diet, not being able to bear tiny solids in 
my mouth. By continuing your Syrup I got w'ell, but this violent 
falivation had reduced me fo low that it was fome time firft. When 
I got fomething better, I took the farfaparilia deception according 
to your directions, and, after that, barley-water with liquorice.” 


A Farmer near Cambridge had a Venereal Complaint of ten 
years handing, complicated with an inveterate Scurvy, for which 
he had been thrice falivated without effect ; betides innumerable 
dreadful fymptoms which cannot with delicacy be deferibed : the 
lower part of his back was full of finous ulcers, communicating 
with each other, and grown fiitulous, with a caries overfpreading 
the os facrum. The nature of this difeafe had bent him almoft 
double, and he had now kept his bed near twelve months, when 
the minifter of the place applied to know if the Vegetable Syrup 
could afford relief. The trial was made, and the happy effects were 
most hidden and affoni filing; for by the foie ufe of the Syrup, he 
was able in a fortnight’s time to rife and dress himfelf, at the end 
of five weeks to walk round the village, and in a fhort time per- 
fectly cured, to the amazement of the neighbourhood. 


A Soldier in the Guards, was, from a Venereal Complaint of 
long handing, highly complicated with the Scurvy, covered with 
large puftules and ulcers of a mod fordid nature, from the crown 
of his head to the foies of his feet. The vulva and tonfils^were 
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almoft entirely confumed with ulcers, and he was quite worn oul 
with the molt dreadful nodturnal pains. He had nodes on various 
parts, a flow hcdtic fever, and a continual head-ach. He had un- 
dergone the torments of feveral mercurial courfes, without effect, 
till he was emaciated to the higheft degree, and looked upon as ub- 
folutely incurable. In this fituation the unhappy man was pul 
upon the Syrup, by which he was perfectly cured. 


A Cabinet Maker had laboured under a Venereal Complaint, 
highly complicated with the Scurvy, more than lix years. His 
body was covered with puftules of a putrid nature. There was a 
large fetid ulcer on the right leg, and a fifluia in the perinaum, 
through which the urine pafted, and gave him exquifite pain. He 
had been twice falivated without effect, notwithftanding which 
dreadful fymptoms he was put under a courfe of this Vegetable 
Syrup. In the Ipace of about 1'even weeks the ulcer in the leg was 
cured; at the end of two months all the putrid eruptions dilap- 
peared ; in fourteen weeks the fifluia was healed, and. the urine 
palled through the natural channel. 


A patient had laboured under a malignant Venereal Infection 
of ten years handing, during which he had undergone divers mer- 
curial courfes, and had been twice falivated without eflfcdl. He 
had large fordid ulcers in the throat, a confiderable ulcer under 
the tongue, and a deep finous one in the groin; his gums were 
almoft eaten away, his teeth were become loofe, nor had he fwal- 
lowed any thing folid for foine time ; he had eruptions all over his 
body, was afflidted with a moft violent head-ach, which at times 
almoft took away his fenfes, and he laboured under nocturnal pains 
that deprived him of reft. In the above-mentioned fituation he 
was put upon a courfe of the Vegetable Syrup ; by the ufe of which, 
in ten weeks, every complaint was gradually removed, and the 
patient radically cured. 


A Gentleman 
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A Gentleman in the country was afflicted with a violent head- 
ach at different times, nocturnal pains in the limbs, efpeciallv in 
the hips and legs, elbows, and Ihoulder blades. He had nodes on 
each tibia; fwellings towards nigtit from the foot to the knee ; a 
flnvering, like a fit of the ague, for two or three hours fuccen.vely, 
every evening, attended with a flow ;ever, which went off about 
two or three in the morning, with a fweat. He alfo had a putrid 
difcharge from the nofe, a (linking, bieatn, a naufeotis (pitting 
every morning, and had kut three teeth, which dropped out of 
their fcckets. In this (tate he began a cour(e of the Vegetable Sy- 
rup, which produced the molt favourable fymptoms; the pains 
greatly abated, he walked almoft twenty miles with greater eafe 
than he could two before ; he gained (trength, activity, and a flow 
of Ipirits, the unremitting fever ceafed, the pulfe bear regularly, 
and he flept comfortably lor fix or feven hours fucceliively, which 
for a long time he had not done for a (ingle hour. In about two 
months he was perfectly rertored, and now enjoy s an uninterrupted 
ftate of health. 


“ One of your pamphlets having lately fallen into my hands, I 
could not but think that Providence had fent it on purpofe to my 
relief, (ince it defcribed the only proper medicine for my diforder 
that ever I had the pleafure of being acquainted with. I doubt 
not but moft medicines which have been publifhed have had their 
virtues and the greatefl deficiency. If I miflake not, why they 
have fo frequently failed of their intended eft'efts, has not been 
owing to the medicines, but to carelefs, negligent, and, in fliort, 
improper patients. For where will we find the dil’ordered volup- 
tuary who will entirely quit his darling appetite, and put on the 
muzzle of reftraint till Nature has relumed her fixength ? Such, 
perhaps may be found, but I am apt to think the number will be 
fmall, compared with thofe who drown the medicines in their ex- 
Ceffes, and then villify the doctors for importers* 


I am 
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“ I am about 32 years of age, and have been under a courfe of 
mercury for the Venereal Difeafe. After .continuing the remedy 
for a long time I ftill found pains in my head, the groin, fundament, 
and in fa£t, at times all over my body, particularly at the change of 
weather. I was alfo fubje£t to frequent breakings out, fometimes in 
one part of my body, and fometimes in another, moft frequently in 
my arms and my back} which abated when the body was wholly 
warm in bed or before the fire. I have particularly attended to the 
inftrn6tions you gave me when 1 confulted you, and am happy to 
inform you that I experienced the defired fuccefs.” 

“ Sir, Lynn Regis, November 9, 1792. 

“ It is with the greatefl pleafure I inform you of another inftance 
of the great efficacy of your Vegetable Syrup. I was afflicted with 
the Venereal Difeafe very forely, and was for many months entirely 
confined to my bed, and my life almoft defpaired of by the moft 
eminent doctors, when your Syrup was ftrongly recommended for 
me; and after having ufed one bottle, I found myfelf much better; 
and upon the repetition of three bbttles more, am entirely recovered, 
and go about my work as ufual ; therefore, Dear Sir, I fhould 
think myfelf ungrateful if I did not let you know of this wonderful 
inftance of the efficacy of your Syrup.” 

A Gentleman about fivc-and- twenty, with his firft infection, 
in whom the fymptoms did not appear until the eighth day ; when 
the fymptoms of the fecond ftage appeared with great virulence, 
infomuch, that in three days the glans w'as covered with chancres, 
attended with phymofis, chordee, and violent inflammation ; but by 
paying a very ftri6t regard to cleanlinefs of the part, he was per- 
fectly cured on taking only three bottles of this Sprup. 

“ Doctor, Cambridge, April 18, 1792. 

“ I fhould be wanting in gratitude did not I return my moft 
fincere thanks for a cure I have lately received by your excellent 
medicine, the Vegetable Syrup. 


I was 
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ti \ W as infe&cd with the Venereal Difeafe in March 1792, which 
T paid but little attention to, and drank to excefs. I was fo debi- 
litated, that by the following Chriftmas 1 could not get out of my 
bod without afTiftance; I was attended by the moil eminent of the 
faculty in this town, which I found no relief from, my appetite 
entirely left me, and I was in fhort reckoned a dead man. I was 
advifed by a friend to try your medicine, I accordingly made appli- 
cation to the printer of the Cambridge Chronicle for a bottle, which 
I found fo much relief from that I was able to fit up three hours in a 
clay; and in taking two bottles more, my ftrength and fpirits wholly 
returned to me, and am at this moment as well as ever I was in my 
life, and hope it will be in my power one day to make you amends 
for the fervice you have done me, as I am fure it is to you only that 
I owe my life. A Student of the Univcrfity 

of Cambridge. 

P. S. Beg you would make this public if you think proper. 


A Patient who had been under a ftreng mercurial courfc, for the 
Venereal Difeafe fome months, till the furgeon who attended him, 
finding his cafe lo obftinate, as to refill his utmoft efforts, advifed him 
to undergo a falivation, and on his rejecting the fame, gave hint up 
as incurable by any other means. He then applied to me in a con- 
dition the mod deplorable ; for upon examining, I found his body 
covered with putrid eruptions, a large ulcer on each tonfil, that 
had almoft confumed them, a tumour of confiderable fize, and 
nearly fchirrous in each groin, and a contraction in the limbs. He 
laboured under nocturnal pains, that often deprived him of reft, for 
four or five nights fucceflively, which together with an he£tic fever, 
a conftant head-ach, and other fymptoms cautioufiy omitted, for the 
fake of delicacy, had reduced him to fo low a ftate, that he was 
fcatcely able to walk. This wre:ched object, was put under a 
courfc of the Vegetable Syrup, by the foie ufe of which in a few 
days, the ulcers in the throat became eafier, and he fwallowcd with 
little pain : fn about tvvpnty days, the eruptions began to fubfide, 
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\he tumours to difcufs, the pains to abate confiderably, and in the 
courfe of two months, he was radically cured of every fymptom, and 
followed his bufinefs as conftantly as ever, to the furprize of m my 
of the neighbours, who were acquainted with his dreadful lituation. 


A young Man who had been infected with a gonorrhoea only, 
applied to a practitioner who imprudently put him upon a collide of 
the corrofive fubiimatc. He continued ten monthis tinder that prac- 
titioner, during which the running did not abate, and a variety of 
difagreeable fymptoms enfued, particularly a violent and conftant 
pain at the neck, of the bladder, eipecially at the time of making 
water, nofturnal pains, cough, and a fixed pain in the left fide. 
He applied to different practitioners during twelve months, who all 
treated him in much the fame manner. — By a courfe of the Syrup he 
was perfetty cured. 


Although many of the above cures were effected, by a com- 
paratively Jmall quantity of the medicine j yet the Proprietor 
does not wifi, from fuck infances, to fatter the aflicied with- 
the hopes of obtaining a cure at Jo trifling an expence. Difordcrs 
which hrve been many years in proceeding to fitch a degree of 
malignancy, cannot often be eradicated in a few weeks ; and it is 
in order to encourage a feady perfeverance in the afe of proper 
means , that Dr. Hodfon has adopted the plan of his boxes , con- 
taining, in four large bottles, the quantity of 12 fmall ones , 
packed fafe for the country, at the price of Five Guineas ; by 
which the\patient fives ll. 3s. — Tlicfe can be had only at 
No. 29, Hatton-Garden. 
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Sundry methods of difeovering Mercury in any preparation , 
and recovering it into its prijiinc floape of Quickfilver* 

Extra&ed from the Works of 

Dr. Strother and Mr. Boyle. 

Pour aqua-fortis on any body containing quickfilver, 
and let it Hand a little, then throw a little lead, and the 
quickfilver fubfidcs. Or put a little copper-filings to any 
preparation of mercury, and you may dift.il the quickfilver 
off running. 

Take copper-filings and crude fal armoniac, and mix 
with any preparation of mercury, and hold the mixture 
over a fire or candle, in an iron or brafs fpoon, till quite 
hot, when the quickfilver will run into its proper fhape. 

Sublimate alfo may be revived by adding filings of fteel, 
fait of tartar, or regulus of antimony; for the acids with 
which the fublimate is made are more ftrongly attrafted by 
the fixed falts and the fulphur in the antimony, than by the 
quickfilver; the latter being therefore freed, attra&s itfelf 
again. 


I 


NATURE’S ASSISTANT. 


PART IV. 


TO 

PARENTS, TUTORS, SCHOOLMASTERS, 

AND ALL WHO ARE ENTRUSTED WITH THE 

EDUCATION OF BOYS. 

Y OU, who are the guardians of youth — who are ap- 
pointed, by Heaven’s indulgent Providence, to the 
higheft and moll important trull bellowed upon man — 
that 

Delightful tajkl to rear the tender thought , 

To teach the young idea hovo to foot, 

' To pour the fr.JJj infiruftion o'er the mind, 

To breathe th ’ enlivening fpirit, and to fix 
The generous purpofe in the glovuing breajl : 

Whilll you are attentive to in Hill into the minds of your 
pupils the rudiments of literary knowledge, fuller me to 
entreat your particular attention to a point hitherto utterly 
neglefled by thofe, who ought to make it a peculiar objeft 
of their care; and almoll unnoticed by all writers, medical, 
moral, or religious! yet fo interelting to youth, and fo im- 
portant both to the temporal and fpiritual welfare of man- 
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kind, that not only the health, the happinefs, the flrengtli 
and energy, both of body and mind, in individuals, are 
concerned, but the flrength, the profperity and increafe of 
the community at large ; for by the frequency of a crime 
amongft youth, the commiffion of which fhocks Nature to 
her centre, Britannia’s Tons no more can boaft of being 

Bold , firm and graceful ; 

By hardfijip finevSd , and by danger fir’d , 

For every virtue , every worth renown’ d , 

But inltcad thereof a puny race defeend, without natural 
affection ; men with men working that which is unfeemly , and re- 
ceiving in themfelves that recomptnce of their error which is meet . 

Vice, that enemy of the human race, enters our frame 
at a very early period, and even in the ftate of infancy will 
fhew its baneful influence. Boys in particular, ere they 
attain to a knowledge of its effe&s, yield to the fclf-indul- 
gent paflion, and eagerly point it out to their companions. 
Nor is it their companions alone that lead them to this fpring 
of mifery, but, too often, thofe who ought to be the guar- 
dians of their innocence. 

This deluding habit is not confined to “ the gay, the 
giddy, and the vain;” — it is not pra&ifcd only by the licen- 
tious, the man of pleafure, or the avowed debauchee ; — it 
is not a fenfual gratification known only to the great, the 
affluent, and the man of the world ; nor is it confined to the 
youth of one fex only. The rich, the poor, the ferious, 
and the wanton; the young, and thofe of riper years ; even 
females, and thofe whootherwife fhine like ftarsin the re- 
ligious hemifphere (doubtlefs through ignorance or violent 
temptation) are too often drawn, by an unaccountable in- 
fatuation, or by a dread of the confequencc^ that arife from 
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a connexion with the other fcx, to yield to this fyreu 
charm; and fail like the firft tranfgreffor, when 
In evil hour 

Forth reaching to the fruit, Jhe pluck'd, fie eat : 

Earth felt the wound, and Nature from her feat 
Sighing thro ’ all her ’works, gave fgns of woe 
That all was lof. 

The vice alluded to has generally been diftinguifhed by 
the name of Onanifm, being the fuppofed crime for which 
the Lord flew Onan, as recorded in the 38th chapter of 
Gencfis, — and is generally contrafled at an early period of 
life, even before Nature has (lamped the marks of puberty, 
and without the party reflefting that it is finful, or know- 
ing that it is, injurious. At fo early a period as that of eight 
years (as appears by the cafes hereafter inferted) have boys 
been taught this baneful habit. It is commonly pra&ifed 
in great fchools, as well as in private life, and, alas! too 
often pointed out to the innocent and unguarded youth, 
by thofe who ought to ufe the greateft care and watchful- 
nefs in the preferving them from it. 

Deluded children! little do they imagine that to be the 
firft ftep to an age of mifery and w r oc ! Happy, indeed, 
would it be, if that innocence, with which they firft enter 
into the vicious habit, could preferve them from the con- 
fequences that inevitably follow the pra&ice thereof. But 
vice is like a (helving pool ; (hallow at the brink, it may 
be entered without any apparent danger; yet when once 
in, man gets deeper and deeper imperceptibly, till at length 
he gets overwhelmed; and as foon as cuftom has obtained 
any degree of ftrength, the foul and body both concur in 
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folic'iting this crime : the foul, befet with unclean thoughts, 
excites lafcivious emotions ; and if it be diverted for fome 
moments by other ideas, the fharp humours which irritate 
the organs of generation, foon draw it back. 

Parents, guardians, and all who have the care of youth, 
about the time of puberty, cannot be too watchful to pre- 
vent it, or depi£t it in too hateful colours, in order to keep 
it from growing into a habit, and therefore become, like 
all other habits, difficult to remove. 

It is a truth, which, perhaps, no pra&itioner will attempt 
to deny, that the weakneffes moft difficult to cure, are 
thofe occafioned by early or exccffive venery, or the bane- 
ful habit of Self-pollution. Young perfons ought to be 
cautious of entering themfelves too early into the fervice 
of Venus, and to confider well their conflitutions before 
they give themfelves up to lafcivious inclinations. The 
ftrongefi; conflitutions may be ruined by excefs, and peo- 
ple of weak and tender habits ought to be particularly 
cautious; for venereal pleafures may prove equally inju- 
rious, whether they be entered upon too early in life, or 
are carried beyond the bounds of moderation and flrength 
of the conflitution. Thcfe confiderations ought to be im- 
p re fled on the minds of young people early, as it is too late 
to caution them againft a danger, when they have got fo 
far in-that they cannot efcape it. Nature, it is true, prompts 
fometimes to bathe in the enticing flreams of pleafure; bu t 
our paffions fhould be moderated by reafon, and we ought 
not to fufFer tire one fo far to get the afccndancy over 
the other, as to bring on a total inability to comply with 
the rcafonable defircs of Nature: for that will be found to 
be the cafe, even in what is deemed the prime of life, if 

our 
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our early paffions arc not moderated ; and a premature old 
age muft inevitably be the confcquence of a diffipated 
youth, if proper reft'oratives be not timely applied to. How- 
ever, young people fhould not give themfelves up to vo- 
luptuoufnefs, in the hope that fuch balfamic reftoratives 
are happily to be obtained. A conftitution may be lb far 
debilitated, that the bed remedies will prove ineffectual 
for its reftoration. Ivloft difeafes are much ealier to pre- 
vent than cure ; and though the moft emaciated perfou, 
even in the laft flage of a confumption, ought not to dcfpair 
of obtaining relief; yet thofe, who, perhaps not being 
aware of the danger, have juft ftept into the alluring path, 
fhould equally feek the mod early remedy, and haftily re- 
tire from that road, which though apparently ftrewed with 
pleafure, is fure to lead them only to deftruCtion. 

From innumerable letters which have been in my pof- 
feffion — from the moft extenlive medical practice in a par- 
ticular line of any phyfician in Europe — and thereby from 
a knowledge of the generality and effects of this habit, un- 
known and unconceived by any other practitioner what- 
ever, my duty prompts me to addrefs the heads of all pub- 
lic feminaries for the education of youth; for 
I could a tale unfold , nuhofe lightejl ‘word 
Would harrozo up the foul. 

But humanity and religion forbid the dread relation 
Suffice it, that from a due fenfe of the evils which this vice 
brings upon mankind — from the means by which children 
have been led into the commiffion of it, and from the great 
difficulty, when once habituated to it, of releafing themfelves 
therefrom; I do molt earneftly entreat all who are con- 
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cerned in the education of youth, to join with me in en- 
deavouring 

To fave the fall 

Of virtue ftruggling on the brink of vice ; 

In waking whifpers, and repeated dreams , 

To hint pure thought , and warn the favour'd foul. 

Boys fhould be watched with the care of love, and with 
a jealous eye, in all their fecret haunts and private hours, 
particularly if a difpolition be difcovered in them to be 
alone, and a difguft at their playful amufements. And 
not the boys only, but the alii Hants — the ufhers fhould be 
diligently fcrutinized, watched and examined by the maf- 
ter ; for too many inltances have I known of their being 
the fatal caufe of many a young man’s fall ! To them, there- 
fore, I conclude in the Apoflle’s advice to Timothy— 
“ Meditate upon tliefe things : If a man purge himfelf 
“ from thefe, he fhall be a veffel unto honour, fan&ified, 
<c and meet for the Mailer’s ufe. Flee alfo youthful lifts • 
Ie but follow righteoufnefs, faith, charity, peace, with them 
** that call on the Lord out of a pure heart.” 

Thofe parents and guardians who would wifh to pre- 
ferve their children from the vicious habits, and from the 
confcquent difeafes, combated againft in thefe pages, and 
thereby fave them from an early grave, or from mifery and 
dccrepid age, may be allured, that nothing can pofhbly prove 
fo certain a prefervative as early and honourable mar- 
riage, formed upon a real and fincere afFeftion. The ar- 
guments of prudence and youth, generally made ufe of againft 
early mart iages are fallacious delufions, invented by the 
grand enemy of mankind : for Nature, both within and 
without, tells them, they are not too young ; and all the 
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miferies that ever occurred, from an early and proper mar- 
riage, are not in comparifon to the ten theufandth part of 
thofe evils which a vicious courfc of life, from fourteen to 
twenty-one, entail upon mankind ! — In the one inftance,- a 
few difficulties in life only arc the great eft confequence, 
which love and mutual affe&ion generally overcome; but in 
the other, either a total difinclination and inability for con- 
jugal rites take place, or the confequenccs of the parent’s 
early imprudence are entailed upon the children, unto the 
third or fourth generation. That diabolical act, which for- 
bids marriage before the age of twenty-one, is an indelible 
flain to the laws of this country — it is a difgrace to an en- 
lightened nation, an enemy to propagation, and an encou- 
ragement to proflitution and debauchery ! — It is the com- 
mand of Heaven to marry, incrcafe and multiply : — It is 
the fuggeftion of Hell to forbid marriage, and to ftir up 
unnatural affections and defires in young people ! 

Cherifh, then, ye who are bleft with Heaven’s choicefl 
gifts— -ye, whofe children fland like olive-plants round 
about your table — cherifh in them defires of an honourable 
and heavenly origin ! Point out to them the early working 
of evil paffions in their little breafts, and teach ’em to fub- 
due them. Shew them the dreadful confequence of giving 
the leaft way to vicious thoughts, and infpire them with a 
love of truth and virtue ! Encourage them in every aftion, 
every word, every thought, and every look, towards the at- 
tainment of that which is juft and honourable — check in 
them every thing which has the leaft tendency to vice I 

Parents, perfuade your children to make you their con- 
jidant — teach them to give you their hearts ! 

Guardians, watch, with the moft tender care, over 
your little charge ; be unto them as the angel in Paradife, 
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whole fword turned every way, to keep the way of the 
tree of life ! Guard them from all evil — lead them to all 
good ! And by your conduft allure them to look up to you, 
as, and be you to them , their mod faithful friend ! 

Tutors, feed your flocks like true fhepherds, remem- 
bering how much depends upon your own example as well 
as upon your precepts ! Your charge is mod folemn and 
mod important: — Parents, guardians, your country, Hea- 
ven itfelf, entruds. to your care its choiced gifts — its 
greated treafures ! ’Tis your’s to form the hufband, the 
parent, the datefman, the patriot, the candidate for Hea- 
ven ! 

Let all, then, in their feveral dations, be faithful and 
vigilant; and may He, who commanded little children to be 
brought to him, give a blefling to your fincere endeavours 1 
That when your labours here are ended, you may meet a 
reward with them in that kingdom, where none can enter 
except they become as little children ! 

Hatton-Gardcn, J, IIodson, 

1794 * 


T O 


( I 4 I ) 

T O 

YOUNG MEN, B O Y S', 

AND THOSE WHO HAVE GIVEN WAY TO 

IMMODERATE LUST , 

OR ADDICTED THEMSELVES TO THE 

DESTRUCTIVE' PI ABIT, 

CALLED 

ONANISM. 

— — Thought fond, man of thefe, 

Vice in his high career would fand appall’d , 

And heedlefs rambling impulfe learn to think . 

Thomson. 

HP PI E Divine Author of our being has fo adjufled the 
laws of our nature and conftitution, that a vicious 
youth muffc neceffarily groan under a decrepid old age, 
fhould he reach that ftage of life. Our bodies are not 
able to fuflain the repeated fhocks of our ungovernable 
lulls; if by an eager purfuit of plcafurc our folids are 
kept upon the continual ftretch, they mull wear out, and 
either fubje£l us to an immature death, or the mortify- 
ing reflettions of repenting age. 

Would thole young gentlemen, therefore, who fo early 
and ardently offer themfelves before the fhrine of Venusj 
but ferioufly take a view of the dreadful precipice on 
which they Hand, when they thus ftray from the paths of 
virtue ; would they attentively confider what a load of 
affliftions they arc treafuring up for themfelves by their 
diffolute way of life; and could they but conceive the hor- 
rors of that emaciated (late, which will moll afluredly be 
their portion ; the dread of what is to come would be fuf- 
ficient to cool the warmth of paflion, and guard them 
againll the temptation of the moll enchanting vices. 
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As to the numerous train of evils, which arife from 
the habit of felf-abufe, it can be of little fervice to caution 
thofe peilons to avoid a danger, who have never any op- 
portunity of obfcrving that caution : this emaciating prac- 
tice is too frequently imbibed amongft play-feHows, and in 
fchools, where treaties of this kind are never admitted. 
JBoys wantonly point it out to each other, not knowing, 
perhaps, the danger that attends it. Young people think 
not that the prolific juice which they arc fo lavifh of in 
their juveniie days, is the fource of all their fprightlinels 
and aftivity, and will be wanted in their riper years, to 
fupport them in cafe of fickncfs, and in health to fit them 
for the neceflary occupations in life. No friendly moni- 
tor informs them, that a continuance of fuch practices will 
bring on diforders which mull terminate in the moft 
dreadful confequences ; and that ere they have reached, 
the meridian of their days they will drag on a miferable 
life, deprived of memory and all vigour of mind ; real 
fpeftacles of wretchednefs, no longer men, but animals 
half dead. 

Perhaps the chief caufe of infidelity on one part in the 
marriage flate, may be attributed to the debilitation of the 
other, occafioned by the imprudencies above alluded to. 
This confideration might lurely have fome weight, and 
flop them in the midft of their diflipation. At leaft it 
ought to oblige them to feek for proper afiiftance for the 
reftoration of their conflitution, before they enter into a 
flate for the duties of which they are totally incapable, and 
which, confequently, inflead of proving a life of pleafure 
and happinefs, mufl inevitably be a continual feene of 
difeontent and mifery. 

But though it is not probable, that young people will 
fee this tveatife time enough to prevent them entering into 
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fuch courfes; yet it may be the means of perfuading them 
to refrain from a continuation thereof, and of reftoring 
their ftrength and vigour, juft to point out fomc of the 
fymptoms confequent of fuch conduft, and to recommend 
a proper remedy. Happy will it be for the reader, fhould 
he have been fo unfortunate as to have fuffered from 
any of the above-mentioned caufes, if he has prudence 
enough to receive this friendly caution, and refolution fuf- 
ficient to wean himfelf from a continuance in the caufe of 
his misfortune ! and the intention of thefe pages will be 
fully anfwcred, whether they tend to reftore health to 
conftitutions already injured, or guard the unwary from 
a continuance in vices, which in the end mull be their 
inevitable ruin ; for thefe kind of pleafures not only im- 
pair the conftitulion of the body, but weaken and enervate 
the nobleft faculties of the foul, whereby the whole m^n 
is frequently brought to bend under the weight of the 
. molt melancholy circumftances. 

The punifhment infli&ed upon the fon of Judah, fuf- 
ficiently teftifics the heinoufnefs of the crime in the fight 
of God. It is, indeed, a perverting of his divine order; it 
is the proftitution of thofe organs and powers with which, 
he endowed man, for the purpofc of increafing the mem- 
bers of his heavenly kingdom, to the gratification of a 
diabolical paflion : It is turning the grace of God into 
lafeivioufnefs, violating his law of propagation, and plung- 
ing the foul, from its original feat in heavenly blifs, to 
the dark region of mifery and woe! — But the melancholy 
gloom which this deftru&ive habit cafts over the fouls of 
its votaries, demands the balm of confolation, rather than 
the arrows of vindi&ive juftice : Turn, then, ye unthink- 
ing mortals! turn from the paths that lead to deftru&ion, 
and walk in the road that will carry you to happinefs. 
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Fly from this tempting, this deceitful fin, whofe fyren 
charm allures you to your ruin. Turn to that all-gracious 
Lord, who is now waiting only that he may be gracious. 
— There is flill balm in Gilead, — there is flill the Great 
Phyfician there. Pie hath loved you with an everlafling 
love ; and his arms are open to receive you. Pie alfo is 
able to fave you, and, he will fupport you in all your temp- 
tations. Plis flrength will be perfcfted in your weaknefs ; 
and if you are but fledfaft in your defire to flee from the 
fin, — in all your ftruggles — in all your dangers, trials, 
diflreffes, and affaults of the enemy, you will be more than 
conquerors, through Chrifl that loved you ! 

The truth of thefe obfervations would be fufficient to 
Hop young people in this pernicious progrefs, if they could 
forefee, that in this refpefl one falfe Hep brings on another ; 
that they cannot refill temptation; that in proportion as 
the motives of feduflion increafc, reafon, which fhould 
keep them within bounds, is weakened ; and, in a word, 
they find themfelves plunged in a fea of mifery, without, 
perhaps, the hope of a fingle plank to efcape upon. If 
fometimes early infirmities give them notice ; if the dan- 
ger terrifies them for fome moments, when the infirmity 
is relieved and the danger over, rage precipitates them 
afrefh. 

The abfolute controul which this praflice gains over the 
fenfes is beyond expreflion. No fooner has this unclean- 
nefs got the mailer over the heart, but it purfues its votary 
every where, and keeps pofTeffion of him at all times and 
in all places. Upon the mofl ferious occafions, and in the 
mofl folemn aQs of religion, he finds himfelf in a manner 
tranfported with luflful conceptions and defires, which 
take up all his thoughts, 
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Nothing fo much weakens the mind as that continual 
bent of it to one objcft, which is the cafe with thofe ad- 
dled to Onanifm ; and whatever vocation a perfon is 
engaged in, fomc degree of attention is required, which 
this pernicious praftice renders them incapable of. 

True it is, that we are ignorant whether the animal 
fpirits and the feminal liquor are the fame; but experience 
teaches us thofe two fluids have a drift analogy, and that 
the lofs of either produces the fame effefts. 

The lofs of too much femen occalions laflitudes, debili- 
ties, and renders cxercife difficult: it caufes emaciation, 
and pains in the membrane of the brain, which patients 
call a dry burning heat, and which inceflantly burns inter- 
nally the mod noble parts. The fpinal marrow does not 
only wade, but the mind and body equally languiffi, and. 
the man perifhes a miferable viftim. By thefe emiffions 
not only the powers are lod, but the memory fails, the 
fight is clouded, and the voice becomes hoarfe. 

Young people of either fex, who devote themfclves to 
lafeivioufnefs, dedroy their health in diffipating thofe 
powers which were dedined to bring their bodies to their 
greated degree of vigour. The feminal liquor has fo great 
an influence upon the corporeal powers, and upon perfeft 
digedion, which repairs them, that phydeians in general 
are of opinion, that the lofs of one ounce of this liquor 
would weaken more than that of forty ounces of blood. 
Its ufe and importance determines the only proper method 
of its being evacuated. Too great a quantity of femen 
being lod in the natural courfe, produces very direful 
effefts ; but they are dill more dreadful when diffipated in 
an unnatural manner. The accidents which happen to 
fuch as wade themfelves in a natural way are very terri- 
ble; 
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ble ; thofe which are occasioned by mafturbation are Hill 
more So. 

Frequent emiffions of the feed relax, dry up, enervate, 
and produce a croud of evils, as lethargies, epilepfies, 
faintings, tremors, palfies, fpafms, &c. The ftomach is 
disordered, digeftion deftroyed, difturbing dreams prevent 
Sleep administering relief, the whole body is weakened, 
particularly towards the loins ; decay and emaciation Suc- 
ceed; infenfible perfpiration is obflrufted, the irregularity 
of which produces the moll fatal confequences, occafions 
the liver and reins to be over-heated, gives a difpofition 
for the Hone in the kidnies, the natural heat is diminlfhed, 
the Sight weakened, and the eyes Sink into the head. 

That the praftice above alluded to, when carried to ex- 
cels, will in general have the direful effefts above-men- 
tioned, is mofl certain ; but that Some constitutions have 
been much addifted to it, and yet not been apparently in- 
jured, cannot be denied. And it hath frequently been 
afked upon this Subjeft ; How can the constitution be in- 
jured more by this habit than by a natural connexion ; 
when in the former inllance the parts only Suffer violence, 
whereas in the latter, the whole body and mind are Strongly 
agitated? — In anSwer to this it may be obServed, that a 
proper and honourable conneftion is according to the laws 
of Nature and Divine Order ; but this mode of Self-indul- 
gence is direttly contrary thereto. And if a communica- 
tion between the Sexes was only to take place, when a 
proper defire, and not an immoderate lull, prompted 
thereto, the laws of divine order would not be broken, nor 
would the human conhitution ever be injured thereby. 
But when the defires of Nature, even towards women, are 
perverted into lufi i and more particularly when Nature is 
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forced again/I her inclination , as is too frequently the cafe 
with mafturbators, and every effort poflible continually 
employed to obtain a fecrction of that fluid which fhould 
be the flrength and fupport of the man — the laws of God 
and of Nature are violated — Divine Order is thrown into 
confufion — and the human conftitution fuffers as much 
from the unnatural convuliions into which it is thrown, 
as it does from the lofs of its moffc refined fecretion. 

Whilfl the dangerous and dreadful confequences of giv- 
way to this deluding habit are pointed out to unwary 
Youth; and every argument poflible urged, in order to 
deter them from the pra&ice ; it may not be lefs improper 
to give a word of conlolation to thofe, who having been 
ignorantly allured thereinto, have been alarmed at the 
fight of the dreadful precipice on which they have been 
fporting. Even thofe who have given very little into this 
pra&ice, have fuffered great diftrels of mind, on account 
of being much troubled with nocturnal emifiions, and 
have fuppofed that every difagreeable fymptom they per- 
ceive is the effe£t thereof: To thofe fo diftreffed, it is ne- 
cefl'ary to give this confolation, namely, That many of the 
fymptoms formerly deferibed, may be occafioned by other 
caufes, and that nofturnal dilcharges do not always pro- 
ceed from that debilitation of the parts which they fup- 
pofe ; but frequently from an irritable quality of the blood, 
which requires purifying , and fometimes from a fullnefs 
of the feminal veflcls, and too great a fecretion of the 
feminal juice. 

But the diftrefs in the mind of thofe patients who have 
been awakened to a fenfe of its finfulnefs, far exceeds 
every agony which the body can poflibly fuffer ! But 
whence is this afflifhon and diflrefs ? Why do they think 
fo hardly of that God of Love, whole only aim is to bring 
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them to repentance? — Have they not turned from the evil 
of their ways ? Have they not repented in fackcloth and 
afhes ? Let them not, therefore, have fuch improper ideas 
of the love a'nd tendernefs of their heavenly Father, as to 
fuppofe him irreconcileable ! Though they have offended 
him times as numerous as the flars of heaven, his arms are 
always open to receive a repenting prodigal ! Though their 
fins have been as fcarlet — though they have been red like 
crimfon — though blacker than the vileft devil in the 
lowefl hell; yet fhall they be clothed in a robe purer than 
angelic white; for the Gop of Truth hath declared, that 
“ Whenever the wicked turneth czvay from the wickednefs 
that he hath committed, and doeth that which is right, he 
fhall fave his foul alive.’' — -What are the conditions here 
held out ? — Repentance. — And what is repentance ? The turn- 
ing away from evil, as being a fm againft God. When, 
therefore, they have had their eyes opened to fee the evil 
of their ways — when they have had ftrength fufficient 
given to preferve them from the temptation — and, when 
their whole foul is defirous to forfake the darling fm — O 
let them not think “ hardly of God,” for he is Love, ef- 
fential love! and faithful in that he hath promifed:— 
<c Fury is not in me! — Ye may make peace with me — ye 
fliall make peace with me.” 

Surely the idea of fuch a train of miferies, proceeding 
from this caufc, might be fufheient to deter youth from 
entering into fuch a courfe ! — Doubtlefs it would, if they 
were aware of it; but thefe are not all the baneful effe&s 
of this habit. In the following letters, fome very extra- 
ordinary cafes will be found, .pointing out the ill effe&s of 
giving way to this -alluring vice! — That others may take 
warning from thefe examples, is the earneft defire and 
hnccrc prayer of their real friend, 
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Dr.. HODSON’s 

PERSIAN RESTORATIVE DROPS, 

Price HALF-A-GUINEA a Bottle, 

For IVeakneffes, Debilities , Relaxations, Lofs of Memory , Nervous 
Affections in generals but particularly recommended to Boy 9 , 
young Men, and thofe who in the Prime of Life feel the Con - 
fequence of a fecret Vice , too frequent amongf Youth , efpecially 
in great Schools. 

J£_TAPPY in every difcovery from his medical fludies, 
which can tend to the welfare of mankind, Dr. 
Hodfon has peculiar fatisfaflion in the improvement he 
fy^fon^d# jo this valuable compofition; whereby he has 
been enabled to afford the moft permanent relief to num- 
bers, not only of thofe unhappy youth who have been de- 
luded, at an early age, into a fecret and deflruftive vice, 
now too common amongft them ; but alfo to perfons of all 
ages, affli£led with Nervous diforders, proceeding either 
from an immoderate ufe of tea, hard drinking, heat of cli- 
mate, exccfs of grief, or diffipated pleafure. 

This balfamic remedy is peculiarly adapted to weak 
female conflitutions, as well as to phlegmatic habits in 
general; it afts powerfully as a nervine, not only to the 
weak ftomach, but to the whole nervous fyflcm ; corre&s 
a vitiated appetite and digeftion in the firft paffages, and 
affifls wonderfully in recovering the tone of the urinary 
and genital organs : hence its efficacy in the mofl obflinate 
feminal gleets in men, and correfponding weakneffes in 
women : and hence it will contribute more fafely, furely, 
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and honourably, towards conjugal happinefs, than any 
of thofe irritating diabolical compofitions, which are fo 
fhamefully adminiftered to the unwary in this metropolis. 

This preparation is earneftly recommended to thofe ladies 
who from repeated difficult labours arc aftlifled with weak- 
nefs and infirmities; in which cafes it is highly ufeful, 
ftrengthening at the fame time the ftomach, the back, the 
weakened organs, and the whole conftitution. 

Thofe, who in advanced life feel the confequences of 
youthful exccfs, or unfortunate youth who have brought 
on themfclves a numerous train of evils, will, by the ufe of 
this, find themfclves rcllored to health and ftrength, and 
all the melancholy fymptoms removed which are the gene- 
ral effefts of fuch caufes. For thefe Drops reflore ftrength 
and vigour to all parts of the body, and are particularly 
adapted to thofe who travel into the Indies, or who have 
reduced their conftitutions by change of climate. 

The Perfian Reftorative Drops are extrafted, by a che- 
mical procefs, from fome of the choiceft natural balfams 
and ftrengtheners in the Materia Medica. The name bal- 
Jamic , in a manner conveys an idea of their virtues; it is 
a requifite in medicines of this clafs, that they be foft, 
yielding, and adhefive ; alfo, that by their finallnefs they 
have a ready difpofition to motion ; for, as Dr. Motherby 
juftly obferves, “ Medicines of this kind cannot be con- 
veyed to the part required, but by the common road of the 
circulation therefore they ought to be adminiftered in 
fuch a form as they may moft readily be conveyed into the 
circulation, and their ufe muft be continued fome time be- 
fore the efieft can be perceived. 

From the foregoing obfervation, the propriety of a liquid 
form, in preference to that of all others, is obvious, and 
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thefe Drops will be found to poffefs the genuine qualities 
of an analeptic ; for befides the nutritious quality of a re- 
ftorative, they have a fragrant, fubtile,. oleous principle, 
which immediately affe&s the nerves, and gives a kind of 
friendly motion to the fluids, yielding plenty of animal 
heat, the true fourcc of firmnefs and vigour. 

This medicine not being recommended as a general fpe- 
cific, it may be neceffary to point out in what cafes it is 
not a proper remedy, as well as where it will be fervice- 
able : 

Ladies. — Menfes departing . — This periodical difeharge 
generally ceafes between the age of ao and 50. With fome 
it happens earlier; fometimes it quits them all at once, but 
commonly its departure is gradual. This period moflly 
is critical with the fex, and proper remedies now applied 
will free them from a troublefome complaint the remain- 
der of theif life. — The blood being always in a ffate of 
impurity at this juncture, thefe Drops are not calculated 
for this diforder of the change of life: but the Vegetable 
Syrup, mentioned in the former part of this pamphlet, is 
recommended as the mofl fafe and certain remedy that can 
be adminiflered. 

Irregularities.-— \n young perfons this difeharge is fome- 
times extremely irregular ; which maybe occalioncd either 
by a real deficiency or difoi'der in the powers of Nature, 
or (which is too frequently the cafe) from imprudencies, 
and means ufed by themfelves (fuch as wafhing the feet in 
cold water, &c. at the expected time] in order to check 
this purifying difeharge, before they know its falutary ef- 
fe£ls. — It would be well, indeed, if mothers, and thofe who 
have the care of girls, would be more attentive to them at 
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that age, when this flux of nature is firft expeCted ; for they 
ought then to have the belt advice and afliltance that can 
be procured for them. 

For irregularities in the menflrual difeharge proceeding 
from any of the above mentioned caufes, thefe Drops are 
often of grea.t fervice, and can feldom do harm*, but as a 
much better remedy, Dr. -Hodfon recommends his Family 
Elixir, which, for thefe complaints, will be found the belt 
medicine, perhaps, in the world. 

Immoderate FUcx . — A too long continued, a too frequent 
return of the menfes, or any fuch dilcharge as reduces the 
patient’s ftrength during the intervals of its return, is called 
immoderate. Women of foft lax habits, thofe who have 
often mifcariied, and thofe who live in eafe and plenty, 
are the molt frequent fubjects of this complaint; and more 
vigorous conftitutions fuffer this way when fubjeCt to hid- 
den paflions, violent exercifes, fedentary life, relaxation, 
or a full diet, conliiling of high-feafoned or acrid food, See, 

The quality of thefe fluxes may be injurious as well as 
the quantity. The Whites , as ufually called, are extremely 
hurtful to delicate women; however, the difeharge is not 
always white, but fometimes green, yellow, pale, or of a 
blackifh colour; fometimes foul, fetid, fharp, or corrofive. 
When fuch are the fymptoms, a courfe of correctives is 
recommended to be firft adminiflcred, after which thefe 
Drops will be found a molt excellent ftrengthener. 

But it often happens that thefe complaints proceed from 
indolence, or the excefflve ufe of tea and other watery li- 
quors. Hence arifes an uncommon weaknefs and debility; 
violent pains, inward waitings, tremors, and nervous affec- 
tions ; for which thefe Drops are happily calculated, as 
well as for a weaknefs of the feminals, occafloned by a va- 
riety 
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riety of other caufes. They.ffrengthcn the whole conffi- 
tution, and remove mofl of the complaints attendant on a 
debilitated (late of the body. 

Youth of both fexes, who have indulged themfelves in 
imprudent habits, or thofe who in advanced life feel the 
effects of youthful excefs, will find a happy relief in this 
medicine. The trembling and lownefs which attend thefe 
complaints generally go off in a fhott time, and thofe who 
had grown old,, as it were, before their time, have been 
reftored to fecond youth by it. When the eye-fight has 
been weak, the limbs feeble, the memory impaired, and 
even the mind decayed with the body, a courfe of this me- 
dicine hath renewed the whole. 

Perfons thus afflifted, find themfelves difgufled at all 
amufements, abl'ent in company, ftupid and fenfclefs eveiy 
where : and, if they think at all, feel themfelves plunged 
into the deepeft melaneholy. From all thefe miferies this 
remedy is calculated to afford relief; but it fhould be ob- 
ferved, that perfeverance is often neceffary; in all cafes, a 
particular attention to the direflions, as alio regularity in 
the time and dofe, is to be regarded ; and above all, it muff 
be noticed, that it will be in vain to expeft any relief fiom 
this remedy without punttuality; for, taking a bottle or 
two regular, then leaving off for fomc days, and beginning 
again, will be of no fervice. It muff be continued re- 
gular. 

The dofe is only a tea-fpoonful, or from 25 to 30 drops, 
an hour before breakfaft, and an hour before fupper, in a 
tea-cup or wine-glafs of water, or fugar and water, as moft 
agreeable; but the beff method is, to put the drops upon a 
little powder fugar, and then add the water or wine. 

N. B. After the firff bottle, the patient may alfo take 
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25 drops about eleven o’clock in the forenoon, and at four 
in the afternoon. 

It is in vain that people attempt to take medicines for 
any difoider whatever, if they do not pay fome attention 
to their mode of living, during the adminiftration of pro- 
per remedies, for the bell preferiptions may be rendered 
ufelcfs by inattention to thefe particulars; whilft good 
nurfing, and due regard to diet, are great affiftants to the 
mod able phyfician ; it is therefore defired, that a particu- 
lar attention may be paid to the dire&ions concerning re- 
gimen, which are fealed up with each bottle. 

Sleeping on hard beds or matrafles, riling early, and tak- 
ing moderate exercife in the open air, fhould be attended 
to, particularly by females ; and when the weather will 
not permit them to go out, they fhould be engaged in fome 
active employment within, or take the exercife of fwing- 
ing, which will be found very conducive towards a refto- 
ration of health in thefe cafes, efpecially where there are 
any fymptoms of confumption. 

Gleets and Seminal Weahiejfes. 

Gleets and. Seminal Emiffions have been generally 
allowed to be very difficult of cure. Perhaps no difeafe 
hath baffled the {kill of the faculty more ; and they mufl 
allow, that in many inffanccs they have given more trouble 
than the mod acute difordeis. This difficulty muff; arife 
either from the original cauft not being thoroughly invefti- 
gated, or, what is too often the cafe, want of perfeverance 
in the patient in the ule of proper medicines ; for the cure 
of thefe kind of weakneffes, in general, require a longer 
time to efleft than patients expect. 
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A gleet, called alfo the dmple or benign gonorrhoea, is 
an involuntary efflux of feminal juice ; or, as Dr. Fordyce 
defines it, “ An increafcd fecretion from the mucous glands 
of the urethra without infection.” The difeharged matter 
is mild and generally whitifh, occafioning no diforder oil 
the parts through which it x pafTes, or on which it falls. 

Weaknefs in the parts is the fr incipal cause, which 
may be occasioned particularly by excefflve or too early ve- 
nery, and the praftice of felf pollution, to which youth are 
fo generally addi&ed. It may alfo be occalioned by re- 
laxation owing to heat of climate, as alfo by the fhock of 
any violent diforder, violent or too frequent purging, ex- 
cels of fpirituous liquors, cold, too frequent coition, vio- 
lent exercife, and acrimony in a cacochymic, fcorbutic, 
or arthritic habit. It often happens, likewife, that after 
a venereal infection, a gleet will remain and be very trou- 
blefome, even though every f^mptom of the difeafe hath 
difappeared. 

A venereal gonorrhoea frequently repeated, improperly 
treated, and even with the moft judicious treatment, often 
ends in a gleet, which may proceed from fome remains of 
the infection, or merely from relaxation. It is of confe- 
quence, however, for the patient to be allured of this be- 
fore he attempts the cure j becaufe the flopping a venereal 
gleet before the infe&ion is removed, is fometimes attended 
with bad confequences. 

If the difeharge be inconflant, and is obfervable only 
upon draining to flool, or when fhimulated by lafeivious 
dclires, there is no reafon to apprehend any infe£lion re- 
maining. but if the difeharge is conflant and obflinate, it 
is to be feared the diforder is dill lurking within. If the 
patient, however, be dill doubtful, he would do well to be 
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perfe&ly fatisfied, by going through a courfe of Dr; 
Ilodfon’s Vegetable Syrup, which is recommended in 
thofe diforders. 

Seminal weaknclTes alfo, are fometimes occafioned by a 
fcorbutic humour in the blood, and often by weaknelfes 
arifing from inoculation for the fmall pox ; in which cafes 
like wife a courfe of the Vegetable Syrup is recommended 
previous to taking thefe Drops. 

From relaxed and debilitated conflitutions, proceeding 
from any of the caufes above alluded to, arife many dif- 
agreeable circumftanccs, fuch as impotency, barrennefs, 
palpitation of the heart, weaknefs, dulnefs, trembling, 
melancholy, lofs of memory, nervous affeftions, lowncfs 
of fpirits, no&urnal and involuntary emiflions, particu- 
larly in making water or upon ftool, with a total difincli- 
nation, as well as inability, for venereal enjoyments; and 
in the end, palfies, lethargies, or a wafting confumption, 
with a complication of every thing deftruftive to the 
human frame. 

In men there often appears rednefs and inflammation 
of the glans penis, a difagreeable itching fenfation, and a 
mucus between the preputium and the glans, which being 
harboured there, occafions a rank-fmelling furrinefs. 

In women it caufes the fluor albus, or whites, weaknefs 
and pains in the back, relaxation of the womb, inward 
waitings and decays, &c. 

It is- of infinite confequence to the patient, however, 
that the originating caufe fhould be thoroughly invefti- 
gated ; becaufe if it proceeds from the remains of a vene- 
real infection, or from a fcorbutic or cacochymic habit, 
the body fhould be properly regulated before ftrengthen- 
ing medicines are ufed. This being duly attended to, 
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the ufe of the balfamic medicine publifhed under the 
name of 

TIIE PERSIAN RESTORATIVE DROPS, 

v/ill be found to anfwcr every intention required, being 
an exalted chemical preparation, a£ting as a tonic upon 
relaxed con dilutions, reftoring the fyflem to its original 
health, and is a mod elegant drengthener for thin ema- 
ciated perfons, reduced either by a natural weakneis of 
conditution or a courfe of didipated plcafure. 

The Perfian Rcdorative is in plain fquare glafs bottles; 
each bottle is iealad with red wax, the impredion jf. H. in 
a cypher, and fold in fmall bottles at Half a Guinea, or 
large ones at One Guinea each. 

CASES AND CURES. 

The following cafes are inferted here to point out 
chiefly the confequences of this dedru£ive habit, that a 
view of the dreadful effefts thcieof may be the means, in 
fomc degree, of deterring young people from giving way 
to the fatal deludon : and the cures are added to drew the 
efficacy of the Perfian Drops in a variety of cafes, that 
thole who are already drooping under fimilar complaints, 
may not fink into total defpair, but feek for advice and 
remedies, even though they fliould be bereft of every other 
hope of relief. 

A Gentleman who had been afflicted with a violent Nervous Head- 
ach for a long ti,;.e, was cured by three bottles of elide Drops. 
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To Dr. Hod so x. 

“ I am one of thofe unfortunate young men, who from an early 
age, have addicted myfelf to the deftru&ive habit of Self-pollution. — 

I do not exaflly remember at what time I began, but it was before 
any feminal liquor would flow, and continued the practice till about a 
year ago, when fortunately feeing an advertifement in the public pa- 
pers, recommending a pamphlet called Nature’s Allifiant, I immedi- 
ately bought it. But how fliall I exprefs my horror and aftoniflimer.t 
in the perufal thereof, feeing myfelf and my own cafe fo frequently 
and fairly reprefented ! But your particular addrefs to us unfortunates 
compleatcd thedifmal feene : There and then I faw in what a wretched 
ftate I was — I flood trembling and ready to fink under the load of 
gu It, which then prefented itfelf to my view, expefting to fecl the 
wrath of an offended God, and fuffer an eternal punifhment, fo juftly 
my due. I fell proflrate on the ground before Him, and had not 
then my blefled Saviour been revealed to my diftt adled mind as all - 
fufficient to lave, and ready to receive and pardon a repentant prodi- 
gal, what might have been the confcquence God only knows. 

“ To you, Sir, under God, I am indebted for this event, and for 
that change of life, which, from that day, I hope, has palled upon 
me. You have won my affe&ions j and thofe pious fentiments in your 
addrefs, have endeared you to me by the ftrongefl ties of chirftian love. 
Y'ou poihted to the true fource of comfortj and the only fountain 
which was capable of cleanfing mine iniquity. I have read thole 
pages over and over again, and never fliall I look upon them but with 
frelli affe&ion and gratitude for the benevolent author. But I en- 
croach upon your time, though I could fill half a dozen fheets with 
nothing but thanks and praifes to my God and you. 

“ It is time, howevtiyto turn to my bodily wants. If you are as 
good a phyfician for rite body as for the mind, I hope yet to be happy 
in the reftoration of my health. Time will not permit me to ftate my 
cafe at large ; fuffice it to fay, that I have felt almcft all thofe fymp- 
toms your book deferibes, in confequence of that practice, which was 
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learnt me by a fchool- fellow ; and from that time I have continued it 
without having known it was either finful or hurtful. The effeft is, 
I am very weak and tender, and the conftitution grown very delicate. 
I feel a weaknefs over all my body, am thin of flefh, my fpirits are 
almoft always low, and my thoughts conftantly reverting to my dif- 
trefsful cafe. I have felt a great deal of what you delcribe in your 
treadle on the nervous dil'eafe, am frequently troubled with the fick 
head-ach, pains in my back and loins, which I ufed to think was the 
rheumatifm, and I feel qn aching and wearinefs in my thighs, legs, 
and feet, with a very little labour ; my memory often fails me, and I 
am much diltreffed by nightly and involuntary emiflions. This keeps 
me in a relaxed date and is the caufe of continual difquietude. Once 
a week or oftencr do I feel thofe Iuftful fenfations in my deep, if my 
mind happens to be difeompofed by any extraordinary occurrence. — 
Incloled are Three Guineas ; half a guinea of which is for your fee; 
you will fend me two large bottles of your Rcftoratfve Drops, and 
for the other half guinea fuch preparatory or other medicines, as yote> 
think proper for my cafe.” 


To Dr. IIo DSON. 

“ The relaxation of which 1 complained to you, was, I believe, 
owing chiefly to heat and change of climate, for being always of a 
delicate conftitution, I never gave way to thofe pleasures that fo fre- 
quently bring on fimilar complaints. However you are at liberty to 
let the public know that feven bottles of your Periian'Drops have per- 
fectly ftrengthened my conftitution, and given me better fpirits than I 
have ever enjoyed before in my life : for which reafon I fhall ever 
remain your’s, &c.” 


“ I have been twelve months troubled with an Incontinency of 
Urine, fo that I can hold it but a very little time, and if I am not near 
a convenient place it comes from me involuntarily, and what is ftili 
worfe, it very often comes from me in my deep in bed, without 
my knowledge. Sometimes 1 find nothing of it for a month together, 
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and at other times every night for a long time. Whether it comes 
from a relaxed date of the bladder I know not, but 1 have always 
a moifture or kind ot white water comes from the end of my penis, 
and at this time (which I never had before) a rednefs, a difagree- 
able itching, and a tightnefs of the (kin when it is ereff. I have 
read your efiay on gkets and weakneiles, and think that the medi- 
cine which you call the Perfian "Reftorative Drops will be of fer- 
vice ; but beg you will fend whatever you may think proper.” — 
This patient was cured in a fhort time. He waflied the parts in a 
mixture of vinegar and water every morning and night: His 
regimen w as chiefly rice and flrengtheners : He took only three 
bottles of the Perfian Drops, and two boxes of pills applicable to 
his cafe. 


A very extraordinary Cafe . 

<l I take the liberty of laying my cafe before you, though from 
the nature of it 1 very much fear there can be no relief. From a 
habit contracted at fchool at the age of 1 1 years, and in which (not 
knowing it was injurious or flnful) I have continued till within this 
month, with intermiflions of a month, or as long as my refoluticn 
laded, which (as bad habits are ealier contracted than left off) was 
but of fliort duration ; and indeed I had determined to leave it off, 
as upon every repetition I found the confequences to be a violent 
head-ach and ltupiditv ; but fortunately feeing an advertifement 
recommending the perufal of your pamphlet, I purchafed it, and 
in confequence now trouble you with this letter, being convinced 
that you have a fincere fatisfadtion ariflng from the confcioufnefs 
•ot laying open to view the rock on which fo many young people 
have fplit. And whether I am fo fortunate as to receive any ad- 
vantage or not, I thall always coniider myfelf obliged to you, as 
upon every perufal of the confequences you have kindly pointed 
out as attendant upon felf-abufe, I feel my refolutions itrengthened 
to avoid it in future. I am now 23 years old, without the lead 
appearance of manhood in any thape, my penis never being larger 
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than a child’s, and the tefticles not much larger than peas ; nor do 
I recoiled ever to have produced any feminal juice, at lead very 
trilling. There is a conftant perfpiration upon the under part of 
the penis, of a glutinous nature ; I have frequent calls to make 
water, perhaps twenty times a day, but in fmall quantities ; I am 
much troubled with low fpirits, and a condant fallownefs of com- 
plexion, occafioned, as I fuppofe, by a retrofpedive view of my 
unhappy fituation. In other relpeds I enjoy a tolerable good date 
of health, with a good appetite, though but little drength. The 
fituation of a perfon in my circumdances is eafier conceived than 
deferibed, life being rendered aimed a burthen, by the continual 
apprehenfion that my real condition fhould be known by my friends ; 
for the world oftener takes pleafure in divulging, than pitying the 
didrefi'es of its brethren.” — In Inch a cafe as this a cure was not to 
be expected. All that coidd be done was to remove fomc of the 
fymptoms and drengthen the general conditution. 


Another fingular Cafe: 

« The effe&s arifmg from that caufe which you fo juftly condemn 
in vour treatife appear to be various, and perhaps none more uncom- 
mon than my own truly unhappy one. I am now 21, and have no 
more marks of puperty than 1 had when but 14, the growth of the 
parts appearing to me to be entirely dopt. — If you can afford any re* 
lief in my didreffed fituation, I lhall not fail of an adequate reward.’’ 
— Singular as this cafe appears, the patient happily experienced very- 
great relief, by proper attention to the directions given him. 

The following cafe is an additional proof of the bad confeqnenceg 
attending this finful pra&ice : 

“ I am now little more than 16 years of age, and have been guilty 
of that deftruclive habit, Self- Pollution, for a year and a half; but 
fortunately feeing an advertifement in the paper of your Perfian Drops, 
I applied for lbme, and by only taking one bottle, I found myfelf lq 
conficlerably reftored that I declined taking any more. But not having 
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Tcfolution to refrain entirely f rom the diabolical habit I had contracted, 
1 wotild frequently provoke the leminal juice to a iiate of emiffion, 
«nd then fufftr it to return ; the confequence of which (as I fuppofe) 
was, it chilled in its retreat, and formed obftacles to a voluntary ef- 
fulion, for I now experience an inability of erection in the urethra, 
from fome ftoppage of the particles which occafion that natural erec-< 
♦ion, yet I am ftrong ami robuft in every part. — If you will pleafe to 
» : vc your advice oh this occafion, you will much oblige me.” 


• e I have taken three bottles of your Perfian Reiterative Drops, and 
find myfelf better for them, you will therefore be pleafed to fend me 
three bottles more by the coachman, who will pay for them. My 
d border proceeded from a fever in my infancy, which weakened my 
loins, and I believe veas confiderably helped on by that pernicious ha- 
bit which I learned, and which is fo frequent in great fchools, caufing 
a total relaxation of the parts, attended with a (low thin running, and 
although the habit has been left off long ago, yet the diforder has con- 
.tinued feveral years ; in the courfe of which time I have taken differ- 
ent medicines, and among the reft a number of bottles of the Canada 
Balfam, with very little effe<Sl. Your opinion and dire&ions are there- 
fore requefted, for which I have inclofed the ufual fee.” — Cured by 
about two months perfeverance. 


** From an imprudent connexion formed very early in life, I 
brought on myfelf a variety of difagrceable fymptoms, with almoft a 
total inability for all venereal pieafures, the particulars of which I fent 
you in a former letter. I am happy to inform you, that by taking- 
eight bottles of your Perfian Drops, and obferving the inftiuclions you 
was fo kind as to fend me, I find my conftitution reftored to a degree 
of admiration.” 


“ Having during my refidence at a boarding- fchool contracted a 
baneful habit, which boys wantonly point out to each other, I became 
a moll miferable objeft, labouring under a complication of various 
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dilagreeable fymptoms, which rendered my life a mifery. I have, 
agreeable to my promife, fent you an account of the fuccefs of your 
medicines, which have been to me the greateft earthly blelfnig I could 
have received ; for they have reftored me from a ftate of melancholy 
to that of health and vigour, and for which I fhall ever think myfelf 
your obliged humble fervant.” 


An adveitifement of youi’s fome time fince was the means of 
furn. flung me with a piece of information both new and fealonable to 
me. I had imprudently addifled myfelf to tlie pernicious habit of 
S £ If - 1 ollution ever mice I came from fchool, without even fo much 
as dreaming my continuance in that habit was the principal caufe of 
thofe indifpofitions to which I found myfelf fubjech The cflefts of 
that proftitution of nature were exactly fimilar to thofe of a cafe I 
found in your pamphlet, in addition to which I alfo experienced, at 
intervals, a certain languor and lovvnefs of fpirks j a heavy throbbing 
fenfation about my temples, and a weaknefsin my eyes.— Being trou- 
bled with the fcurvy, I took five bottles of your Vegetable Syrup, and 
after that I began the Perfian Drops.— I did not begin to be fenfible 
of their efficacy till after I had taken four bottles. I have now taken 
a.nd mean to take four more. The dilorder about my temples 
is much abated, nor has Fancy been lately fo troublcibme to my ima- 
gination in the night, as I fleep now without emiffions. Ady own en^ 
deavours have not been wanting to affift the operations of the medi- 
cine, and I doubt not but I fhall be perfe&ly reftored by ia bottles.” 


“ I am one of thofe miferable young men who have unhappily been 
addicted to the vice of Self-Abufe, which habit I believe (fince I jaw 
your pamphlet) has been the caufe of my prefent infirm (late of body 
and mind. For a few weeks part I have experienced a more than ufual 
weaknefs in my back, thighs, and feveral of my joints, efpecially my 
hips and knees, fo that fometimes I would fain he down when 1 am 
about my bufinrfs, which is that of hufbandryj alfo much weaknefs 
aud feeblenefs witnin, and oftentimes ficknefs in a morning. I am 
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low-fpirited, dull, and dupid, often I’o confufed that I cannot, do the 
bu fine is of my calling with any heart, fo that I now confider myfelf as 
one half dead. My life is at prefent almod a burden to me, I am much, 
dejefted, and my ftupidity and lofs of memory is amazing.” — Cured 
by fix large bottles. 


“ From a Relaxation occalioned by a trick too common amongd 
young perfons, I was frequently troubled with cmiffions in my deep 
and at ftool. Though I had long difeontinued the vile abufe, and had 
taken a variety of medicines, yet I obtained no relief, and began to 
fear I had reduced myfelf beyond the power of medicine to reach my 
cafe. I am not above five-and-twenty, and the anxiety of mild under 
•which I mull; labour, may better be conceived than deferibed. Ten 
bctilcs of your Perfian Drops, with an attention to the particulars you 
was fo obliging to recommend to my notice, have fo eftablilhed my 
health and ftrength, that I lhall ever think myfelf bound to recom- 
mend your medicine. ; and am, with the greateft fmcerity, your ob- 
liged humble fervant.” 


A boy about 18, who had wantonly praflifed a deftru&ive habit to 
a great excels for four years, had reduced himfelf to a declining Hate 5 
was troubled with violent aching pains in his thighs and in all the 
neighbouring parts. Being unwilling his friends thould know the 
caufe, and which he had been awakened to by one of my advertife- 
K'.ents, he applied in perfon, and was toon recovered. 


In my boyage, before nature had granted her powers, and given 
me the damp of manhood, I unluckily caught the vice of Onanifm, 
and' mv continuance of this practice forced nature till I arrived at the 
age of 25, at which time ycu will not wonder that 1 found myfelf 
almoft debilitated. From this period, in a great meafure, though not 
entirely, I ddifted from this habit, and consequently found the powers 
of nature much more invigorated ; but I dill laboured under a veak- 
r.efsof the femirnls, infomuch that my involuntary difeharges v ere 
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frequent ; anti notwithstanding this gieat difcharge of the Stores of na^ 
Cure, I continued florid, Strong, and rohuSt, and the Semen itlelf always 
in plentiful quantity ; by which I hoped ihat the veSTcIs might be re- 
stored to their proper tone. — Twelve bottles of your Fenian Drops 
have had the defired cfFeft.” 


f ' I was induced to write tins letter by feeing an advertisement in 
the newfpnpers relative to your giving advice in cafes of Onanilm— a 
Sin which I am now convinced is very heinous in its nature, and an 
abomination in the fight of God, as it ftrikes at the root of procrea- 
tion, and is a dettroy r of all conjugal and Social happinefs. But 

however Sinful or dangerous in its confcquences, I was, to my for - 
row, deluded into the practice of it for feveral years; and though I 
have been enabled to defdl therefrom for fome time, yet I (Sill find 
foine of its bad effects in my body, particularly an aching pain acroSs 
the loins when I am not in much exerciS’e, pains in my head, Spitting 
a thick blackiSh fait Spittle frequently, and 1 have nofturnal emiflions 
as Oiten as once, a week, which weaken my body, and very much dif- 
trcSTes my mind.” — Cured by ten bottles. 


“ * am a perfon turned of 30 , of a found constitution as I think 
at prefent, eating hearty and Sleeping well, and have never had any 
venereal complaint; but have been in the fouthern climates, and 
a Shafted fome )ears with a drain or gleet, fometimes on going to 
Stool, and at other times, as mentioned in your direftions. I can 
give no account of its firSt proceeding, except that I have been 
guilty (hke other youths) of that abominable vice which you men- 
tion. I have taken eight bottles of your Persian Drops with be- 
nefit, and mean to take four more. When on the Sixth bottle, the 
drain on going to SSool was reduced to be no mere than a drop of 
water, and rather of a whitiSh nature, being no way clammy or 
Slimy. 

“ My diet during taking thefe Drops, has been, for dinner, 
Veal or lamb, either boiled or roafied, with vegetables, calves-head, 

•H 5 calves- 


( i66 ) 

ealves-feet and fifli ; for breakfaft, a pint of boiled milk with bread 
in it, a diih or two of coffee in the afternoon, and little or no flip- 
per. As to drink, a pint of ale after dinner, and the fame after 
fupper ; but if thirfty between meals, a glafs of red wine and water, 
or cyder. I alfo made ufe of the cold bath three times a week.” 


“ Have been for two years pad troubled, and lately much 
alarmed by frequent nocturnal emifiions, which I found weakened 
me very much, and pccafioned a pain in my back and bread. My 
imagination was more forcibly imprelTed at fome times than at 
others, but the emilfions were generally brought on by dreams. 
The occafion of this wcaknefs was a too early and frequent con- 
nection in Germany, which climate being warmer than I had be- 
fore experienced, affeCted me very much. I was then 16. On. 
teeing your Drops advertifed, I thought they would do me good, 
and was refolved to try them ; therefore got a bottle, which I took 
as directed, eating a large cup of idnglafs or hart thorn jelly every 
day, drinking red wine, or red wine and water, leaving off tea and 
all kinds of fpirits, and making ufe of the cold bath. The firft 
bottle did me good, having (topped my noCturnal emifiions, there- 
fore got another before that was quite gone, and continued them 
for fome time.” 


Your pamphlet having been bought at our houfe, to fee the 
cure of fore legs, I fortunately got hold of it, and read that part 
which concerned myfelf. I am not yet 17, and ftill go to fchool, 
where one of our head boys, two years ago, taught me the way, 
which I continued, without knowing that it was wrong or hurtful. 
— I do not know that I hurt myfelf by it, but remember that after 
1 had done it about fix months, I began to lofe all defire to play 
and romp with the other boys, and they faid I grew ftupid. — 
When I had feen your book, I left it off by degrees, for I had not 
at tirfl fufficient refolution. I then bought a bottle of your Perfian 
Drops, and after that another, and I now find as great a delire foe 
play as 1 had before; fo I write this that you may fend your book 
into fchools.” 
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“ Early I was taught the habit of Self- Pollution, not knowing, 
it hurtful. For fome time 1 got acquainted with females, which I 
followed to excels. Very oft I had a lull came on when I had not 
an opportunity of them, then I ealed myfelf as above, till I have 
brought myfelf into a very low way. The firft fymptoms I began 
to feel were lownefs of fpirits, which got worfe till I became me- 
lancholy. My life was miferable, being never eafy but when afleep ; 
had condant pains at my heart, a general melancholy, weaknefs, 
with an inability for conjugal enjoyments.” — Cured in about three 
months. 


“ I am now 19, and have carried on that delufive praCtice for 
eight years to great excefs j have lately perceived a weaknefs in my 
back, which is attributed to a quick growth. I have like wife a 
gleet of long handing (not a venereal one) obfervable only when I 
go to dool or urine, or when ftimulated by lafcivious deli re s ; am 
of a pale complexion, have a flow fever, much inclinable to con- 
fumption, and have a great feminal weaknefs, with relaxation and 
low fpirits. Whether thefe complaints are owing to natural weak- 
nefs of conditution, or to the habit above-mentioned, I leave to your 
confide ration, and your advice thereon will be attended to ; for 
which I have inclofed the proper compliment.” — By a long courfe 
of the Drops cured. 

“ I am one of thofe unfortunate young men who, at an early pe- 
riod of life, was allured into the habit of felf-gratification. My 
father kept a large boarding- fchool, and at fo early an age as eight 
years I was taught this practice. I acknowledge that even then I 
found pleafure in it, and as I grew up a difpofitidn for it increafed, 
and boys were always ready to folicit or concur in the meafure. 
Upon reflection, I always condemned myfelf for it, but had not re- 
folution enough to abdain from it, and indeed 1 continued in the 
praCtice of it, in a great meafure, becaufe I had not the lead incli- 
nation for women. I have felt all the fymptoms your pamphlet de- 
feribes, but did not confidcr the fource I derived them from, and, 
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in ft'rort, ever fince I remember was of a weak confutation. A m 
nerv T ous, and fubject to low fpirits, and frequently, for many days 
together, have no relifh of life.” — Cared by twelve bottles. 


“ Inclofed are two guineas for two bottles more of your Drops, 
and half-a-guinea as your accuftomed fee. I received the former 
ones, and ftridlly followed your directions in taking them; and 
having found great benefit by them, I thought proper to fend you 
the particulars of my cafe for the benefit of others, “a’vd that you 
might give me fuch advice as may be neceflary. 1 never had the 
.venereal difeafe, for I never deferved it ; but have been guilty of 
Onanifm, which I was taught when I was only nine years old ; 
which, vice I continued till I was fourteen, when the penis became 
crooked, and the natural feed was emitted. Then 1 began to re- 
flect on my paft conduCb, refolving to leave it off; but did not fully 
w r ean myfelf from it till 18, and am now arrived at the age of 22. 
My night eraifiions are quite Hopped fince taking your Drops, 
which before were once a week or fortnight, and fometimes twice 
a night.” 

“ My diforder proceeds from the habit of felf- enjoyment, which 
I was taught at the early period of eight years, and have prattifed 
ever fince, without knowing it was either wicked or injurious} till 
within about a year of the prefent time, when I loft a great deal of 
my former fpirits, and was thought by many people too fedate for 
a young man of 19, an age when the paffions generally begin to 
operate ftrongly. I then thought 1 would leave it off; which de- 
termination w^as caufed by your book, which informed me that I 
mull have injured myfelf by the pra&ice. I alfo purchafed your 
Drops, and flattered myfelf that the powers of nature might be 
brought into action again. By the affiftance of your medicine, 
and ftrong reliftancc againft temptation to the praflice, I foon found 
the powers of nature much invigorated/ my conftitution ftronger, 
fpirits better, rr.y head-ach entirely left me, I grew fonder of com- 
pany, and with the additional inftru&ions you w'as fo kind to fend 
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me, I am mofi happily reflored.— N. H. Have taken feven of your 
guinea bottles ; but if the cure had colt me thirty guineas, the liap- 
pinels I experience is adequate.” 


“ I (hall not be afhamed to confefs to you, that from an early 
tuition received at a grammar-l'chool in the country, I imbibed V 
pernicious ctv.lom from the example and Sanction of others more 
advanced in years. Tempted, without consideration, to indulge in 
this momentary fenfation, I found, that what was only a voluntary 
aft, became fo habitual in the end, that every nofturnal opportu- 
nity was irrefiftiblc. I perceived no immediate inconvenience, ex- 
cepting a kind of languor, which I foolishly attributed to too much- 
exercife after fcliool hours. — I have iincc been undeceived, and my 
prefent Situation is as follows: — I find my Spirits much depreSed, 
my mind unhappy,, owing to my thoughts continually wandering 
to the caufe of my wretchednefs. 1 have a weaknefs in my loins, 
a flow nervous fever, frequently the fick head-ach, nocturnal pollu- 
tions, rellleffnefs in company, fond of retirement only to feed me- 
lancholy, and unhappy every where — If you can afford any confu- 
tation to my mind, and reftore health to my conflitution, I fliall 
ever be bound to praife the Lord for his goodnefs, and declare the 
wonders he hath done to me by your means.” — Cured in about three 
months. 


“ I am a young woman of about five-and-twenty, of a thin ha- 
bit of body, and rather florid complexion, have for near three years 
pad been afflifted with no pain, but a continued weaknefs, and 
linking in my bowels, and Sometimes troubled with a pain and 
weaknefs in my back and different parts of my body, frequently 
pain and giddinefs in my head: thefe complaints are attended with., 
very violent, and almoft inceffant eructations ; and often feel fonle- 
th'ing like wind in different places about me.; after eating, especi- 
ally my dinner, I find my ftomaoh and bowels full and uneafy, par-' 
ticularly opprefl: with wind, and my viduals turn four. 1 have ap- 
plied to Several of the faculty, and taken great quantities of medi- 
cines, 
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cincs, without obtaining any relief, or being able to find out from 
what caufe n»y complaints proceeded, till reading one of your ad- 
vertifements convinced me that my illnefs has been owing to an im- 
prudent habit I have been guilty of, at times, from a child, with- 
out knowing it to be finful or injurious. I have, for this month 
paft, in a great meafure, loft the above-mentioned complaints, ex- 
cept the eruftations, which are as violent as ever; and I fear it is 
fixed on my mind, as I am continually tormented with the moft 
terrifying and wicked thoughts, and it is impoflible to defcribe the 
impaired and melancholy date of my mind. When the complaint 
was moft in my bowels, I was always very drowfy and flept well at 
night ; but now my fleep is very much difturbed and uncomfort- 
able : I am at times fubjeft to dream fuch things, as I fear take the 
fame eft'eft on my conftitution as the before-mentioned wicked prac- 
tice ; as it wakes me with a violent pain at the very bottom of my 
back, and which is fome time going oft’. My illnefs has not altered 
me in fize or complexion. I have always, till theie complaints 
feized me, been fubjeft to a flight fcorbutic eruption; but 1 be- 
lieve, owing to the medicines I have taken (fome of which were al- 
terative) that my blood is pretty free from impurities, as my fkin 
is now quite clear. I have read your book called Nature’s Aflift- 
aat, and taken half a bottle of the Perflan Reflorative Drops, before 
which I was always very regular as to the benefit of nature, but 
fince I have taken your Drops it has returned to me at the end of 
a fortnight. Before the complaint fo very much affected rny mind, 
I was often very abfent in company, thoughtful and uneafy ; but 
can aflign no reafon for it, having good friends, and every earthly 
b’eifing. I have now to requeft your further opinion and advice ; 
and if, through your means and the bleffing of God, my mind and 
Spirits fiiould be reftored, it fliall be gratefully acknowledged.” 

“ I hope you will exettfe me for not writing fooner, and for 
which negleft I moft humbly beg your pardon, which I hope will 
be granted when I acquaint you with the reafon, viz. I wiftied to 
take as much time as pofiible ; that 1 might the better acquaint you 
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of the date of my health, which I (hall now do in as particular and 
concife a manner as I am able. I have the pleafure to tel! you, 
that I am much better than when I wrote to you lad in every re- 
fpeft. My ftrength and fpirits have increafed, fo that I nOw attend 
to bufinefs as ufual ; my appetite is good, I deep well, and not trou- 
bled with dreams fo much as before ; my nerves feem more braced, 
not being fo much tired in my legs as 1 have been ; the Hudiing 
in my face lias nearly left me, the rumbling in my belly has quite 
left me, and am quite regular in my body : my urine is dill high- 
coloured at certain times, particularly in the forenoon ; and I am . 
not fo fat as I formerly was, which is no inconveniency if I can but 
have my health. I am not fo drong as I was when in perfect: health, 
but hope this will increale. If I could gain as much (trength in 
the fame length of time to come as 1 have done lince I began to 
take your Drops, I fliould be as well as ever I was in my life. 

“ From the above account I leave it to your confideration to de- 
termine for me, whether or no I fhould purfue a courfe of your 
Drops again this Spring. I have had only one emiilion for thele 
fcveral weeks pad, w hich is lefs in the time than I have had for this 
year and a half back. 1 hope you will pronounce this a favourable 
fymptom. 

“ Inclofed you have three guineas, which is the full balance, ac- 
cording to your account fen t me. If I may judge for myfelf, I 
think fome more Drops might be of fervice to me, as they agreed 
with me fo well before; but this I leave to your better judgment. 
1 diall certainly prefent you with a gratuity for what you have al- 
ready done for me.” 


“ I being one of thofe unhappy youths that have injured tliem- 
felves by a long practice of that you hinted at in the Diary on 
Monday, and found my fymptoms exattly correfponding with them 
you mentioned, I purpofed coming to your honfe on Monday, but 
was prevented, for being afervant I could not come then (without 
Jetting the family know, which I could not do were it to cod me 
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fny life), and fearing to delay it till next Monday was the reafon of 
my troubling you with this, which I hope you will excufe when 
you confider what an unhappy (late I am in. 

“ The way I got into this practice was by chance, about two 
years and half ago, and continued therein ever fince with great 
impunity, being ignorant of the fatal effects that it has now pro- 
duced. I find my memory almoft entirely gone, pain in my back 
and loins, and frequently in other parts of my body ; my head is 
very much afforded with a dizzinefs, aching, and a continued 
Itupidnefs and depreffion of fpirits, and taking no delight in any 
thing ; and hkewife am nearly deprived of the natural defire others 
have. I find, within this day or two, my bodily health fo much 
impaired, that if it continues I fear 1 fhall net be able to do my 
bufinefs. 

“ I am a young man, about 22 years of age, living in fervice; 
being but a young fervant, have very little money, for which rea- 
f'on I hope, Sir, you will confider me as an object for your cha- 
ritable advice, being juft able at prefent to get money enough to 
purchafe one of your bottles, which I will call for if you will 
have the goodnefs to leave a line, by way of advice, to know if 
there is a probability of obtaining a cure in fo bad a ftate as I am 
in, and if cold bathing would be hurtful while I am taking the 
Drops.” 


“ The occafion of this is truly extraordinary’. However it is 
in confequence of your advertilement I take the liberty to write to 
you. The cafe is this : I have often obferved a young man in tliis 
neighbourhood, l’eemingly in good health, yet confiantly dull, 
ftupid, and rather dejedted. Have often enquired the reafen, but 
never had any fatisfadtory anfwer till I extorted one from him by 
various means. I find it is occafioned by fome fccret vice. I ac- 
cidentally call my eyes upon your advertifement, and in hopes of 
fome relief got him to deferibe his truly deplorable fituation.. — 
Hecontradted a vicious habit very young, and continued it till he 
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came to maturity. His intellects at that time became impaired, 
winch he was compelled to impute to that fecret caufe, and pru- 
dently debited from it ever lince, which he fays is about three 
years. His complexion is fanguine; he is,- I believe, a llraa- 
ger to women ; but there is not that vivacity about him which 
might be expeCted from his years. I have taken upon me to write 
to you out of humanity to the youth, and will procure for him 
w hat relief is to be liad, as his circumftances are not affluent.” 

A fceond letter fays, “ I wrote to you fome months back with 
refpeff to a youth of my acquaintance, and received your anfwer 
containing infiruChons, which he has lince found to be of great 
fer vice to him. For feveral reafons he had neglected your Perfian 
Drops till lately. However he has at length procured fome, and 
is now taking the fourth bottle. It is affonifhing what effect they 
have already had upon him; he himfelf exults beyond meafure ; 
his heart overflows with gratitude to you for the wifhed for relief 
which he has in part obtained by taking your medicine. He has 
defired me to lay before you his manner of living, during his 
taking your excellent Drops, to fee' whether it meets your appro- 
bation : In the firft place, his time of riling is between fix and 
feven o’clock. At feven he takes the Drops, break huts on milk 
at eight; at ten takes a little calfsfoot jelly made with port wine 
and fugar ; half after eleven the Drops, and dines- at half pall 
twelve upon frefh meat, and drinks water and milk ; at four a 
little jelly as before ; flips at fix or feven, upon boiled eggs and 
milk. He will effeem it a favour if you, Sir, will communicate 
any thing which you think may be more advantageous to him.” 

Coinplicatcd Cafes. 

Complaints., both venereal and which are occafioned 
by the deftruftive habit before alluded to, are frequently 
complicated with the Scurvy, Rheumatil’m, or fome other 
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acute or chronical difcafe ; befides, as hath been before 
obferved, feminal weaknciTes, gleets, involuntary emif- 
fions, &c. may arife from other caufes than thofe of 
youthful imprudence. In all fuch diforders, therefore, as 
are occafioned by an impurity or acrimony of die blood, 
with the addition of a felf-produccd weaknefs, it fhould 
be the firjl intent always to endeavour at refining the blood 
to a Hate of purity, and freeing it from that acrimonious 
quality, before ftrengthening medicines arc applied. In- 
deed in a great variety of cafes, the Perfian Reflorative 
Drops would fail of their efficacy for want of this necef- 
fary attention to the caufe of the complaint, or to the habit 
of body, or Hate of the conftitution. 

The following cafes will illuftrate this obfervation, and 
{hew the utility of confulting the Proprietor, either per- 
fonally or by letter, in. any doubtful or obltinate com- 
plaint. 

A Woman between 30 and 40, of a relaxed habit, and violently 
affiiCted with the Scurvy, complaining of a great weaknefs and vio- 
lent floodings, after correcting the habit with proper antifcor- 
butics, took fix bottles of thele Drops. In taking the firfl; bottle 
file voided a large quantity of worms ; after that flie recovered 
daily, and was perfectly reflored to health. 


A young Gentleman who had infenfibly got into the habit, had 
been troubled with emiffions for above twelve months, fometimes 
once in a fortnight or three weeks, and at other times twice or 
thrice a week. — Thefe emiffions fucceeded a flow nervous fever, 
which had not yet been entirely fubdued, the patient being very 
fubjeCt to be flufh and hot in the face. He experienced much 
fatigue from a very little exercife, particularly in his knees and 
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legs ; was languid and dull all over ; his hands frequently much 
inflamed, his breath lhort, and feldom fufticiently in fpirits to do 
much bufinefs. The parts of generation were much weakened 
and relaxed, yet at the fame time fo irritable, that the flighted 
dalliance with a female would occafion a feeble erection and dif~ 
charge. Variety of other fymptoms attended the patient, which 
cannot well be defcribed here. — He was perfectly recovered at 
the expence of about 1 2 guineas. 


To Dr. Hod son. 

“ Early in youth I was taught the habit of Self- Pollution, 
which growing evil has brought on me a complication of diforders, 
the fymptoms of which are low fpirits, dulnefs, abl'ence in com- 
pany, nocturnal and involuntary emifllons, with total inability and 
difinclination for matrimonial enjoyments ; I am thin, and fo ten- 
der in the face, that the blood ftarts hi various places when I 
(have. I am only 23 years old, but could give you more iymp- 
tonts, all of which I have reafon to believe proceeds from this 
habit: in lhort the effeCts of part mifconduCt renders me at prefent 
miferable.” — Cured by four bottles of Vegetable Syrpp, and fix 
of the Perfian Drops. s 


A young Gentleman about 20 applied, who had contracted the 
habit at the age of 12 years, and continued it inceffantly till he 
was 19, when having feen one of the former editions of this 
pamphlet, and experiencing the ill effeCts of fo pernicious a prac- 
tice, he defifted. At that time he laboured under great weaknefs, 
and his noCturnal emifllons were frequent. By abflaining from 
the vice, and taking proper reiloratives, he foon began to recover 
his ftrength ; but being too eager to try whether his recovery was 
effectual, he had connection with a female, from whom he re- 
ceived an injury of a different nature, and alfo a ftram upon the 
abdominal mufcles. — He was naturally of a bad habit of body, 
his di {order alarming, and the thought of his mifconduCt made 
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him miferable. By pcrfeverance in a proper courfe, he was how- 
ever, reftored. 

“ When I was about 17, was pointed out to me that baneful 
habit of Self-Abufe, whicli to my fhame and confufion have prac-< 
tiled till 30. About 22 I began to feel a vaft dejeCtion and 
anxiety of fpirits, and to have a total diflike to all amufements ] 
and company whatever, without knowing the caufe, till I faw 
advertifed in the newfpapers your book called Nature’s Affiftant, , 
which I immediately purcliafed. When I read it, it gave me a 
dreadful fhcck ; and I thought, if your medicines fliould have as < 
good an effect on my body as your book has had on my mind, 
what a happy thing it would be ! 

“ I had at that time an inflammation in my eyes, pain in my i 
joints, feet, and hands, fore lips, gums much inflamed, and when 
fqueezed gufhed out with blood. From one corner of my mouth 
round the lower lip was fore and flirf, with little pimples about 
the infide and out; hcad-ach, itchings in different places, un« t 
certain heats palpitation of the heart, frequent ncChirnal emif- " 
fions, and a numerous quantity of the moft dreadful nervous ] 
fymptoms, which rendered my life miferable.— Since I received 
your firft letter I fhiCtly obferved the regimen and inftruCtions 
directed, and have taken eight bottles of the Syrup and two 
guinea bottles of the Drops. When I had taken four bottles of 
Syrup the chillnefs quite forfook me, and I thought my nerves ] 
a little tightened. Still I had great anxieties, and was rather 
low, but pcrfeverance in the directions, and reCtitude of conduct 
as to the caufe, loon recovered me, and I efcaped one fpecies of 
plague which I always had at this feafon, viz. a cough and cold 
upon my lungs. When the eight bottles were finifhed I began 
the Perfian Drops, living temperate and regular. 1 blefs God 
and thank you, the gleet leems to be ftopt. Sometimes I feel 
pains in my feet and ancles for a fhort time, but they foon remove. 

1 will, however, take three more of the guinea bottles of Drops, 
to efcape the danger of leaving oft medicine too foon.” 
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« Nine years before I applied to you I had left off the fin of Self- 
Pollution. Finding myfelf labouring under many difagreeable 
fymptoms, I got advice, but all to no purpofe, and I thought 
myfelf threatened with a total lofs of virility. I am 3 3 years°cf 
age. About 17 I learnt that praftice, and was much addicted to 
it four years, at which time I got the venereal complaint. As 
foon as I found myfelf well, I got to my old practice, but was 
much di (heartened in finding a great deficiency of fcmen. A 
little after I was attacked with a pain in my loins, and going on 
^hip-board in cold weather increafed my pain to fuch a degree, 
'that if I only moved myfelf it made me cry out. I was ignorant 
of the caufe, fuppofing it to be the rheumatifm. I recovered by 
going into a warm climate, without the affi fiance of medicines. 
On my return to England ten months after, I got to my old prac- 
tice, but finding fuch a great deficiency in nature, I was afraid all 
was not well with me. I then difeovered thefe fymptoms: The 
fcmen for forne time came away as water in the night, without 
being fenfible of it ; the lefc fide of my tefticles was greatly re- 
laxed and never drawn up as the other, but appeared to have 
fomething come down to it. I had alfo a violent itching in my 
feat, and betwixt my thighs, and was attacked with it the mofi 
when warm in bed, which made me dread going to bed for almoft 
FOUR. YEARS, at which time I heard fpirits of wine was good for 
itchings; I tried it and found amazing relief, but net a cure. I 
generally voided a little thin white femen before making water, 
and rofe four or five times in a night, and in the morning my 
water was thick. I found myfelf dull, of a bad memory, and in 
fliort a great train of diforders which I aferibe all to that vile 
practice. In this (late I was when, according to your advice, I 
began a courfe of your Vegetable Syrup, and have taken ten 
bottles. I am happy to inform you the firfi bottle gave me 
relief, and the itching was removed at the end of fix. I have not 
had recourfe to fpirits of wine fince taking the Syrup, it hath had 
£0 good an efi'eft, though for four years 1 almoft daily ufed the 
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faid Fpirits. After finifhing tlie Syrup I began the Perfian Drops, 
of which I aUo took ten bottles, and am happy in announcing the 
great reftoration experienced therefrom.” 

The following is Jack a fingular injlance of the effects of this 
pc rnuious habit , that it would be injuflice to the younger 
part of mankind to withhold it from their infpeclion : 

“ About four years ago 1 had a gonorrhoea, which was the fir(f 
and only time I had that difeafe. I applied to a furgeon, and in 
about fix weeks thought myfelf recovered ; but having been guilty 
of the fin of Onanifm fome time before, and ftill continuing it, T 
one morning gave myfelf a fudden drain whilft in the adt, by 
bending the part fuddenly downward. The next day 1 found a 
violent pain in the left tefticle, and in three or four days it was 
fuelled to a prodigious fize. I immediately applied to a furgeon, 
but did not inform him of my practice. He told me I had been 
again with a woman, and had got a frefii infection, which I really 
had not. He again gave me medicines for about four weeks 
more, when the fuelling in fome mealure abating I left him. 

“ My prefent complaints are, the fwelling or weaknefs in the 
parts (the left being the worft), which at times are lb fuelled and 
turged out, that the fpermatic velfels leading to them are like fo 
many ropes, at other times they are fo relaxed as to feel like fo 
much loole 1km, at which time 1 am afflicted with a molt violent 
pain all up my left fide and into my Itomach, accompanied with 
great heat. The complaint in my fide and Itomach feems fo con- 
nected with the complaint in my left tefticle, that when it is 
relaxed <fs above-mentioned, the pain in my fide and Itomach is 
intolerable. When it is fuelled and turged up, my fide and 
Itomach is quite ealy. I have lately when my Itomach is bad, 
been attacked with violent lhakings and tremblings, at the fame 
time 1 feel myfelf no ways cold. I have flulhings in my face, 
flying pains in my back, and a feeblenefs and weaknefs all ovei 
me.” 
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VEGETABLE TOOTH -CUTTING POWDER. 


Which gives immediate Relief to the Pain; and greatly facilitates th« 
Cutting of the Teeth, by a fimplc Application of it on the Gum 
with the Finger. Prick Five Shillings. 


ADDRESS TO PARENTS . 

HE great clanger infants and children are o r ten ex- 


pofed to in the cutting of their teeth is too well known 
to all tender mothers, and thofe who have the care of them, 
to make it neceffary to enlarge on in this Addrefs; and has 
induced one of the Faculty to prepare a pleafant Powder, 
that fhall relieve all the difagreeable fymptorns with fpeed, 
Jafety, and certainty ; and which in its ul'es is found greatly 
fuperior to any thing of the kind ever yet offered to the 


Some of the principal ufes are : 

Firfl, It removes all Pajn occafioncd by the fharpnefs 
of the Tooth or Teeth prefling on the Gums when palling 
through them. 

Secondly, It takes off all the Feverifh Symptoms, and 
prevents all thofe Fit>, and Convulfions which Children 
are often afflitted with at the time, and which have hurried 
thoufands out of the world. 

Thirdly, It difpeifes the ferous Humours, which occafion 
the Inflammation in the Gums, and difeharges it in a 
very fhort time. 

Fourthly, By the daily ufe of it Children will cut their 
Teeth without danger or pain, when before they were 
expofei to both. 
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Severs, Fits, Pain, and Convulfions arc ferious and dan- 
gerous lymptoms to the delicate conftitntions of Children ; 
and bv far too much fo to be {ported with, or cured by a 
vain imagination of fuch virtues being contained in any 
Beads or Necklaces, or bv methods utterly impracticable. 

.All the ingredients ' which arc many) which compofc 
-this valuable Powder, are perfectly innocent, and can pro- 
duce no ill Effect whatever: and fhould any part of it be 
fwullowed by the child, it will gently open the bowels, 
and help the Fever. 

“" Much might be faid in behalf of this Powder, as being 
tire ' mojl effectual composition that was ever prepared for 
this purpofe ; — as immediately removing the Plumours in 
the Gums and Sockets, which being obitru&ed in their 
Velfcls bring on an Inflammation, Fever, and Fits, and a 
violent Irritation on the Bowels, which often accom« 
panics it; — and, as really freeing tire Child from the 
acute pain immediately : but as it’s merit will be bcfl difcc- 
vered in it’s ufc, it is conlidercd as fuperfluous to take up 
more of the reader's time, or amufe tender and diflieded 
parents with ulelcfs obiervations and flories, as is too 
frequently done at this day. 

One Box contains enough fora Child’s cutting all its 
Teeth, and is fold by order of the Proprietor at Tutt’s 
Medicinal Warehouse, (late Randall’s) under the 
Front of the Royal Exchange , Price Five Shillings, (with 
the Stamp Duty included) and may be had of Dr. Hod- 
con, Hatton Garden, and no where elfe in London. 



